
An Act to sanction and confirm the constitution 
of the New Zealand conference of the 
Methodist Church of Australasia as an inde
pendent conference ; and for other purposes. 
[26th October, 1911.] 

W H E R E A S the Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia in New Zealand 
is an in tegra l por t ion of the Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia 

and is governed by an a n n u a l conference which is itself comprised in 
and governed by t h e general conference of t h e Methodis t Church of 
Aus t ra las ia : A n d whereas t h e general conference of t h e Methodis t 
C h u r c h of Australas ia , held a t Adelaide in t he year one thousand n ine 
h u n d r e d and ten, unan imous ly consented to t he cons t i tu t ion of t he 
said a n n u a l conference of the Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia in 
N e w Zealand as an independen t conference wi th the powers contained 
in and in accordance wi th and upon and subject to a p lan of 
independence which is fully set forth in the pr in ted minu te s of t he 
said general conference subject to t he consent of each of t he a n n u a l 
conferences of the said Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia , namely , 
the New South Wales conference, t he Victor ia and Tasmania 
conference, the Sou th Aus t ra l ia conference, the N e w Zealand 
conference, t he Queens land conference, and the W e s t e r n Aus t ra l ia 
conference, and the sanction of the P a r l i a m e n t of each of t he 
Aus t ra l i an States and New Zealand : And whereas each of t he said 
conferences has agreed to the cons t i tu t ion of the said New Zealand 
a n n u a l conference as an independent conference in accordance wi th 
the p lan aforesaid: A n d whereas in t he Methodis t C h u r c h Proper ty 
Acts , 1889-1902 , of the Sta te of N e w South Wales , and in the 
Methodis t model deed of N e w South Wales (as by t he said Acts or 
e i ther of t h e m altered and modified) and in t h e Book of Laws referred 
to in t he said model deed the said Methodis t Church in New Zealand 
is referred to either expressly or by implicat ion as fo rming a n in tegra l 
por t ion of t he Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia , and the said New 
Zealand conference is referred to as one of t he conferences comprised 
in and governed by the general conference of the Methodis t C h u r c h 
of Aust ra las ia : Be it therefore enacted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l len t 
Majesty by and with t he advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Council 
and Legislat ive Assembly of N e w South Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled 
and by t h e au thor i ty of t he same as follows :— 

1. This Ac t may be cited as t h e " M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h Act , 
1 9 1 1 , " and shall be read and const rued as one wi th t he Methodis t 
Church P r o p e r t y Acts , 1889-1902 . 

2. 



2. I n this A c t t he following t e rms shall have t he mean ings 
herein respect ively assigned to t h e m unless inconsis tent w i th t h e 
subject or c o n t e x t : — 

" N e w Zealand C h u r c h " means t he Methodis t C h u r c h of 
Aust ra las ia in New Zealand. 

" Genera l c o n f e r e n c e " means t he general conference of t he 
Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia . 

3. The cons t i tu t ion of t h e said annua l conference of t he N e w 
Zealand Church as an independen t conference wi th t h e powers 
contained in and in accordance wi th and upon and subject to t h e p lan 
of independence hereinbefore referred to is hereby sanctioned and 
confirmed. 

4. A p r in ted copy of the Governmen t Gazet te of t he Common-
wealth of Aust ra l ia or of the S ta te of N e w South Wales con ta in ing a 
notification fixing the date on which the a n n u a l conference of t he 
N e w Zealand Church shal l be cons t i tu ted an independen t conference, 
and p u r p o r t i n g to be unde r t h e h a n d of the pres ident for t he t i m e 
being of the said general conference shall be conclusive evidence in 
t h e S ta te of N e w South W a l e s of the fact of the const i tu t ion as afore
said of such independen t conference a n d of the da te on which it is to 
t ake effect. 

5. The said Methodis t C h u r c h P r o p e r t y Acts , 1889-1902 , a n d 
t h e said Methodis t model deed of New South Wales as there in referred 
to and the said Book of Laws shall f rom and after t he da te fixed as 
aforesaid for t h e const i tut ion of such independent conference be read 
and construed as if t h e references there in e i ther expressed or implied 
to t he Methodis t C h u r c h of N e w Zealand as forming p a r t of the 
Methodis t Church of Austra las ia and to t he N e w Zealand conference 
as be ing one of t he conferences comprised in and governed by the said 
general conference had not been conta ined there in . 

6. A pr in ted copy of t he latest edit ion of the Book of Laws of 
t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia , p u r p o r t i n g to be published by 
or u n d e r the au thor i ty of t he said general conference, and on the face 
of i t to be signed by the pres ident for t he t ime be ing of t h e genera l 
conference, shall be t aken and received in t he S ta te of N e w Sou th 
W a l e s in all legal and o ther proceedings before any cour t of just ice , 
or before any person having, by law or consent of part ies , au thor i ty 
to hear, receive, and examine evidence as p r i m a facie evidence of t h e 
laws of the said church for t h e t ime being, subject to any a l te ra t ions 
thereof or addi t ion there to shown by t h e minu te s of any general 
conference held after t he publ ica t ion of such edit ion of the Book of 
Laws . 

Ac t 


