
Act No, 29, 1912, 

An Act to consolidate the enac tments re la t ing 
to the qualifications of medical wi tnesses at 
coroners ' inques ts and at inquir ies by jus t ices 
of t he peace touch ing the death of any person, 
and the enac tments provid ing for t he regis ­
t ra t ion "of legally qualified medical pract i­
t ioners , t he res t r ic t ion of unqualified persons 
from pract is ing, and the further regula t ion 
of t he pract ice of medicine and surgery and 
other ma t t e r s connected therewi th . [26th 
November, 1912.] 

BE it enacted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majes ty , by and with 
t h e advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Council and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e 
au thor i ty of t h e same, as follows :— 

1 . This A c t m a y be cited as t he " Medical Prac t i t ioners Act, 
1912 . " 

2 . T h e Ac t s ment ioned in t he Schedule to this Act are hereby 
repealed, b u t such repeal shal l not prejudice or affect t h e val idi ty or 
du ra t ion of any certificate lawfully g ran ted under , or regis ter kep t in 
p u r s u a n c e of, any such Act . 

The president , members , and secretary of t h e board, appointed 
unde r t he Ac t s hereby repealed and hold ing office a t t h e t ime of this 
A c t coming in to force, shall remain in office as if appointed unde r th is 
Act . 

Al l persons registered as legally qualified medical prac t i t ioners , 
and being so registered, or registered under section th ree of t h e A c t 
No. 70, 1900, a t t h e t ime of th is A c t coming in to force, shal l be 
deemed to be so registered u n d e r th i s Ac t . 

Registration of legally qualified medical practitioners. 

3 . (1) The Governor shall appoint a board to be called t he N e w 
Sou th Wales Medical Board, to consist of no t less t h a n three members , 
and such board in th i s A c t is referred to as t he board. 

(2) The member s of the board shal l be chosen from the 
medi«al profession. (3) 



(3) The Governor shall nomina te one of the members of the 
board as president . 

(4) Three members of the board shall form a quo rum, and 
in the absence of the pres ident any o ther member of the board may 
preside for t he t ime being. 

(5) The Governor shall also appoin t a secretary to the board. 

Who to be deemed legally qualified medical practitioners. 

4 . The following persons and no others shall , for t he purposes 
of t h e Coroners ' Act, 1898, be deemed legally qualified medical 
pract i t ioners :— 

(1) Any person who proves to the satisfaction of the board— 
(a) t h a t he is a doctor or bachelor of medicine of some univers i ty , 

or a physician or surgeon licensed or admi t t ed as such by 
some college of physicians or surgeons in Grea t Br i ta in or 
I r e l and ; or 

(b) t h a t he has passed th rough a regula r course of medical 
s tudy of not less t h a n five years ' du ra t ion in a school of 
medicine , and t h a t he has received, after due examina t ion , 
from t h e Univers i ty of Sydney, or from some univers i ty , 
college, or o ther body duly recognised for t h a t purpose in 
t he count ry to which such univers i ty , college, or other body 
belongs, a diploma, degree, or license en t i t l ing him to 
pract ise medicine in t h a t c o u n t r y ; or 

(c) t ha t he is a member of the Company of Apothecar ies of 
London, or a m e m b e r or l icent iate of t he Apothecar ies 
H a l l of Dubl in . 

(2) A n y person who is or has been a medical officer duly appointed 
and confirmed of H i s Majesty's sea or land service. 

(3) Any person placed upon the separate register under section 
e ight of th is Act , or unde r t he Acts hereby repealed. 

5 . (1) Any person desirous of be ing declared a legally qualified 
medical prac t i t ioner as aforesaid shall submi t his degree, diploma, or 
other certificate or proof of his being so qualified for the examina t ion 
and approval of the said board, and shall obtain from the said board a 
certificate of his be ing so qualified. 

(2) The said board may examine any person who presents 
himself for examina t ion , or any witness produced before t h e m , and 
may t ake a s ta tu tory declara t ion from such person or witness. 

(3) E v e r y person who proves to the satisfaction of the said 
board t ha t he is possessed of one or other of the qualifications 
ment ioned in section four, subsect ion one, of this Act shall be en t i t l ed 
to a certificate from the said board as a legally qualified medical 
pract i t ioner . 6 . 



• 6 . The said board shall cause t he names of all legally qualified 
medical prac t i t ioners as aforesaid to be registered in a book to be kept 
by the said board for tha t purpose, and shall also cause all t he names 
so regis tered to be publ ished in t he Gazet te on or about the first day 
of J a n u a r y in every year. 

7 . A copy of t he register kept in pur suance of this Ac t , 
pu rpo r t ing to be signed by the president of the board, shall in any 
proceedings unde r this Act be evidence t h a t the persons whose names 
a re there in conta ined and no others were, u p to and inc lud ing the 
t ime when the said copy of the register purpor ted to have been so 
signed, legally qualified medical pract i t ioners as aforesaid. 

8 . I n the case of any person not possessed of qualifications 
en t i t l ing h im to regis t ra t ion under this Act , it shall be lawful for t he 
board in its discretion to place upon a separate regis ter the n a m e of 
any such person, provided he gives proof t h a t he has passed th rough a 
due course of s tudy a t a recognised school of medicine and surgery, 
and tha t he has pract ised in a reputable m a n n e r as a medical pract i t ioner 
in New South Wales du r ing five years prior to t h e sixth day of 
December , one thousand nine hundred . 

9 . If it appears to t he satisfaction of the board tha t any person 
regis tered as a legally qualified medical pract i t ioner— 

(a) has ceased to possess, or does not possess, the qualifications in 
respect of which he was registered ; or 

(b) has been convicted of any felony or misdemeanour , or of a n y 
offence which, if commit ted within th is Sta te , would be a 
felony or m i s d e m e a n o u r ; or 

(c) has been gui l ty of infamous conduct in any professional 
respect, 

it shall be lawful for t he board to remove such person 's n a m e from 
the register, and the reupon he shall cease to be a legally qualified 
medical pract i t ioner wi thin the m e a n i n g of this A c t : 

Provided tha t such person so removed under (a) and (b) above 
shall have t he r ight of appeal to the Supreme C o u r t ; such appeal to 
be in the na tu re of a rehear ing : 

Provided also t h a t in case of a charge of infamous conduct as 
aforesaid t he said board shall m a k e due inqui ry , s i t t ing as an open court , 
and the person charged shall be afforded an oppor tun i ty of defence 
e i ther in person or by counsel, and shall have t he r i g h t of appeal to t he 
Supreme C o u r t ; and such appeal shall be in the n a t u r e of a rehear ing . 

1 0 . Any person who— 
(a) wilfully, knowing ly , and corrupt ly makes any false s t a t emen t 

upon any examina t ion or in any declaration before t he 
board ; or 

(b) u t t e r s or a t t e m p t s to u t t e r or put of as t rue before t h e said 
board any false, forged, or counterfe i t d iploma, degree, license, 
certificate, or o ther document or w r i t i n g ; or (c) 



(c) f raudulen t ly or by false representa t ions obta ins any certificate 
as a duly qualified medical pract i t ioner u n d e r t he provisions 
of th i s A c t ; or 

(d) forges, a l ters , or counterfe i ts any such certificate ; or 
(e) u t t e r s or uses any such forged certificate k n o w i n g the same 

to have been forged ; or 
(f) falsely advert ises or publ ishes himself as hav ing obta ined 

such certificate, 
shall be gu i l ty of a misdemeanour and liable to impr i sonment wi th or 
w i t h o u t hard labour for a n y period not exceeding three years. 

1 1 . A n y person who, not be ing a legal ly qualified medical 
prac t i t ioner wi th in the mean ing of th i s Act, or ent i t led to be regis tered 
as a legally qualified medical pract i t ioner wi th in the m e a n i n g of th is 
Ac t , t akes or uses t he n a m e or t i t le of a physician, doctor of medicine, 
l icent ia te in medicine and surgery , bachelor of medicine, or surgeon, 
or any name, t i t le , addit ion, or descript ion imply ing t h a t he is a 
legally qualified medical pract i t ioner as aforesaid, shall be l iable to a 
pena l ty of fifty pounds , and in the case of a con t inu ing offence against 
t he provisions of this section, to a fur ther pena l ty of five pounds for 
each day f rom the t ime when the said offence was first commit ted , 
or shall be liable to impr i sonmen t for a t e r m not exceeding twelve 
mon ths . 

A person shall be deemed to be ent i t led to be registered as a 
legally qualified medical pract i t ioner w i th in t h e m e a n i n g of th is A c t 
if he possesses the qualifications required in th is Act , in order to 
ent i t le h im to be registered as aforesaid. 

1 2 . (1) Any person who s tates in an adver t i sement or notifica­
tion t h a t he t rea ts disease, in jury , or a i lment , or t h a t disease, in jury , 
o r a i lmen t is t reated in any house therein referred to, shall in every 
such adver t i sement or notification as aforesaid, s ta te his chr is t ian n a m e 
and su rname in full, and shall place and main ta in the said names upon 
any house referred to in t h e said adver t i sement or notification. 

(2) Any person who fails to comply wi th t he r equ i r emen t s 
above ment ioned, or any of t hem, shall be l iable to a penal ty of t w e n t y 
pounds , a n d in the case of a con t inu ing offence to a fu r ther penal ty 
of five pounds for each day f rom t h e t i m e w h e n t h e said offence was 
first commi t ted , or shal l be liable to impr i sonment for a t e rm no t 
exceeding six mon ths . 

(3) A n y person p u r p o r t i n g to be b u t not be ing the person 
whose n a m e is s ta ted in any adver t i sement or notification as aforesaid, 
who t rea t s disease, in jury , or a i lment a t any house referred to in any 
adver t i semen t or notif ication as aforesaid, shal l be l iable to a pena l ty 
of t w e n t y pounds , or shal l be l iable to i m p r i s o n m e n t for a t e r m n o t 

exceeding 



exceeding six months. In any proceedings under this subsection, the 
burden of proving that he is the person whose name is stated in the 
advertisement or notification shall lie on the person charged. 

1 3 . All penalties imposed by this Act may be recovered before, < 
and all charges under this Act may be heard and determined, save 
where herein otherwise provided, by a stipendiary or police magistrate 
or any two justices of the peace in petty sessions. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

Reference to Acts. Title or short title. 

Act No. 26,1898... Medical Practitioners Act, 1898. 
Act No. 33, 1900... Medical Practitioners Amendment Act, 1900. 
A.ctNo. 70,1900... Medical Practitioners Acts Further Amendment Act, 1900. 


