
ROAD MAINTENANCE (CONTRIBUTION) ACT. 

Act No. 6, 1958. 

An Act to impose a charge on the owners of 
certain motor vehicles as a contribution to 
the maintenance of public streets; to amend 
the Main Roads Act, 1924, and certain other 
Acts in certain respects; and for purposes 
connected therewith. [Assented to, 8th 
April, 1958.] 

BE it enacted by Hie Queen 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislat ive Assembly of New South 
AVales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows:—• 

1 . (1) This Act may be cited as the " P o a d Mainten­
ance (Contr ibut ion) Act, 1958" . 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette. 

2 . This Act shall be adminis te red in the Depa r tmen t 
of Motor T r a n s p o r t by the Commissioner. 

3. (1) In this Act, unless the context or subject ma t t e r 
otherwise indicates or requires—-

" A u t h o r i s e d officer" means any person author ised 
by the Commissioner (whether general ly or in 
any pa r t i cu la r case) and includes any member 
of the police force. 

" C o m m i s s i o n e r " 



' ' C o m m i s s i o n e r " means the Commissioner for 
Motor T r a n s p o r t const i tuted under the 
T r a n s p o r t (Division of Funct ions) F u r t h e r 
Amendment Act, 1952, as amended by the S ta te 
T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Amendment Act, 
1954. 

"Commerc i a l goods veh ic le" or " v e h i c l e " means 
any motor vehicle ( together w i th any t ra i le r ) 
which is used or intended to be used for ca r ry ing 
goods for h i re or r eward or for any considera­
tion or in the course of any t rade or business 
whatsoever . 

" G o o d s " includes livestock, commodities and all 
chattels personal . 

" L o a d c a p a c i t y " , in the case of a motor vehicle or 
t ra i ler , means— 

(a) the load or ca r ry ing capaci ty thereof 
as shown in the certificate of reg is t ra ­
tion issued in respect thereof under the 
Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , or under any corre­
sponding legislation or ordinance of any 
S ta te or Te r r i t o ry of the Common­
weal th ; or 

(b) where in such certificate there is shown 
the t a r e weight of the motor vehicle or 
t ra i le r and either the maximum per­
missible gross weight of the motor 
vehicle or t ra i le r together with the load 
which may be car r ied thereon or the 
aggrega te weight of the motor vehicle 
or t ra i ler , the difference between such 
gross or aggrega te weight and the t a re 
weight ; or 

(c) where no such load or ca r ry ing capaci ty 
or weights are shown in such certificate 
or no such certificate is in force, the 
load or ca r ry ing capaci ty aforesaid of 

a 



a similar motor vehicle or t ra i le r regis­
te red under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, 
as amended by subsequent Acts . 

" M o t o r veh ic l e " means any motor car, motor 
ca r r i age or o ther vehicle propel led upon any 
public s t ree t wholly or pa r t l y by any volatile 
spir i t , s team, gas , oil, or electricity, or by any 
means other than human or an imal power, and 
includes a t ra i ler , bu t does not include any 
vehicle used on a ra i lway or t r amway . 

" O w n e r " , in relat ion to a commercial goods vehicle 
or vehicle, includes— 

(a) every pe r son who is the owner or joint 
owner or p a r t owner thereof; 

(b) any person who has the use thereof 
under a h i r ing or h i re-purchase agree­
m e n t ; and 

(c) any person in whose name the vehicle 
is reg is te red under the Motor Traffic 
Act, 1909, as amended by subsequent 
Acts , or under any cor responding legis­
lat ion or ordinance of any S ta t e or 
T e r r i t o r y of the Commonwealth, 

bu t does not include an unpa id vendor of the 
vehicle under a h i re-purchase agreement . 

" P u b l i c s t r e e t " means any street , road, lane, br idge, 
thoroughfare , footpath, or place open to or used 
by the public, and includes any place a t the t ime 
open to or used by the public on the paymen t of 
money or otherwise. 

" S c h e d u l e " means a Schedule to this Act. 

" T a r e w e i g h t " , in the case of a motor vehicle or 
t ra i le r , means— 

(a ) the t a re weight or unladen weight 
thereof as shown in the certificate of 
reg i s t ra t ion issued in respect thereof 
under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as 

amended 



amended by subsequent Acts , or under 
any corresponding legislation or ordin­
ance of any S ta te or Te r r i t o ry of the 
Commonweal th; or 

(b) where no such t a re weight or unladen 
weight is shown in such certificate or 
no such certificate is in force— 

(i) where the vehicle is not a t rai ler , 
the gross wTeight of the vehicle 
laden with the tools- a n d acces­
sories usual ly carr ied, with such 
fuel, wa te r and oil as may be in 
or upon the vehicle but otherwise 
un laden ; and 

(ii) Avhere the vehicle is a t rai ler , 
the gross weight of the t ra i ler 
(including any art icle affixed 
there to) unladen ready for 
a t tachment to a motor vehicle. 

(2) This Act shall be read and construed subject 
to the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a Const i tut ion Act and 
so as not to exceed the legislative power of the S ta te to 
the in tent tha t where any provision of this Act, or the 
appl icat ion thereof to any person or circumstance, is held 
invalid, the remainder of this Act and the application 
of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall 
not be affected. 

4. This Act shall not apply with respect to any vehicle 
the load capaci ty of which ( together with any t ra i le r for 
the t ime being a t tached there to) is not more than four 
tons. 

<j. (1) The owner of every commercial goods vehicle 
shall as provided by this Act p a y to the Commissioner 
towards compensat ion for wear and tear caused thereby 
to public s t ree ts in New South Wales a charge at the 
r a t e prescr ibed in the F i r s t Schedule. 

(2) Such charge shall become due at the t ime of 
the use of any public s t ree t by the vehicle and if not 
then pa id shall be pa id and recoverable as in this Act 
provided. (3) 



(3) Any charge payable under this Act shall be a 
civil debt due to the Commissioner by the owner of the 
vehicle concerned and, wi thout affecting any other 
method of recovery provided by this Act, m a y be 
recovered by the Commissioner in any court of 
competent jur isdict ion. 

6. (1) The owner of the vehicle shall keep in duplicate 
in or to the effect of the form in the Second Schedule an 
accura te daily record of all journeys of the vehicle along 
public s t reets in New South Wales . 

(2) The owner of the vehicle shall re ta in for a 
period of six months after the completion of any journey, 
and on demand make available to the Commissioner or 
an author ised officer, a copy of each such record for 
inspection when so required. 

7. (1) Subject to this Act, not la ter than the four­
teenth day following a date to be fixed by the Governor 
and notified by proclamat ion published in the Gazette 
each owner of a commercial goods vehicle which has , 
dur ing the period commencing on the commencement of 
this Act and ending on the last day of the month immedi­
ately preceding the month tha t forms p a r t of the date 
proclaimed under this subsection, t ravel led on any public 
s t ree t in New South Wales shall deliver to the Commis­
sioner a t his office in Sydney in respect of each such 
vehicle— 

(a) the record for such per iod which the owner is 
required to keep p u r s u a n t to section six of this 
Act certified as cor rec t ; and 

(b) the amount of all moneys owing by way of 
charges payable in respect of such per iod 
p u r s u a n t to the provisions of this Act in so far 
as not a l ready pa id to the Commissioner. 

(2) Subject to this Act, not la te r than the four­
teenth day of the month next succeeding the month tha t 
forms p a r t of the da te proclaimed under subsection one 
of this section, and not la te r than the four teenth day of 

each 



each month thereaf ter , each owner of a commercial goods 
vehicle which has , du r ing the preceding month, t ravel led 
on any public s t reet in New South Wales shall deliver 
to the Commissioner a t his office in Sydney in respect of 
each such vehicle— 

(a) the record for the previous month which the 
owner is requi red to keep p u r s u a n t to section 
six of this Act certified as cor rec t ; and 

(b) the amount of all moneys owing by w a y of 
charges payable in respect of such previous 
month p u r s u a n t to the provis ions of th is Act 
in so far as not a l r eady pa id to the 
Commissioner. 

(3) I t shall be sufficient delivery, for the purposes 
of this Act, of a n y record or payment of moneys owing 
by way of charge if such record or paymen t is sent by 
p r e p a i d reg is te red le t ter th rough the post addressed to 
the Commissioner a t his office in Sydney and such let ter 
is pos ted not la te r t han the day on which such record or 
paymen t is by subsection one or two of this section 
requi red to be delivered to the Commissioner. 

8 . A n y owner of a vehicle m a y make a r r angemen t s in 
wr i t ing with the Commissioner as to the t ime and place 
and m a n n e r when, where or in which he shall p a y the 
charges which by this Act he is requi red to p a y and as to 
the records to be made and kept in re la t ion there to and 
the del ivery thereof to the Commissioner, whereupon the 
provis ions of this Act shall app ly in respect of such 
vehicle subject to such a r r a n g e m e n t ; bu t noth ing in this 
section shall affect the amount of charge payable under 
this Act or shall postpone the payment of any charge for 
more than three months af ter the da te on which it would 
otherwise be payable . 

9. (1) The Commissioner shall p a y — 
(a) one-fifth of all moneys received by h im by way 

of charges unde r th is Act into the County of 
Cumber land Main E o a d s F u n d to the credit of 
a special account to be called the " E o a d s 
Maintenance A c c o u n t " ; 

(b) 



(b) four-fifths of all moneys received by him by way 
of charges under this Act into the Count ry Main 
Roads F u n d to the credit of a special account to 
be called the " R o a d s Maintenance Accoun t " . 

(2) (a ) Money to the credi t of the Roads Main­
tenance Account in the County of Cumber land Main 
Roads F u n d shall be appl ied only on the maintenance 
of public s t ree ts in the County of Cumber land (including 
g ran t s to municipali t ies and shires for t h a t p u r p o s e ) . 

(b) Money to the credit of the Roads Main­
tenance Account in the Count ry Main Roads F u n d shall 
be appl ied only on the maintenance of public s t ree ts 
outside the County of Cumber land (including g ran t s to 
municipali t ies and shires for tha t pu rpose ) . 

(3) The costs of adminis t ra t ion of this Act shall be 
met— 

(a) as to one-fifth p a r t thereof—from such p a r t of 
the proceeds of the taxes collected under the 
Motor Vehicles (Taxa t ion) Act, 1951, or any 
Act imposing taxes upon motor vehicles in lieu 
of the taxes imposed upon motor vehicles by 
tha t Act, as would but for this p a r a g r a p h be 
wholly payable to the County of Cumber land 
Main Roads F u n d ; 

(b) as to four-fifth p a r t s thereof—from such p a r t 
of the proceeds of the taxes so collected as would 
but for this p a r a g r a p h be wholly payable to the 
Count ry Main Roads Fund . 

(4) The provisions of this section shall have effect 
no twi ths tand ing any th ing contained in the Main Roads 
Act, 1924, as amended by subsequent Acts . 

10. (1) A n y person who— 
(a) fails to keep any record as requi red by this Act 

or to re ta in a copy of any such record or to make 
a copy thereof available for inspection as 
requi red by this Ac t ; or 

(b) omits any i tem from any such record or copy 
thereof; or 

(c) 



(c) makes any false or misleading s ta tement in any 
such record or copy thereof; or 

(d) fails to deliver any such record to the Commis­
sioner as required by this Ac t ; or 

(e) fails to p a y to the Commissioner as required by 
this Act any charges payable in respect of any 
vehicle, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

(2) E v e r y person who is guil ty of an offence 
aga ins t this Act shall be liable in the case of a first 
offence to a penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds, in the 
case of a second offence to a penal ty not exceeding one 
hundred pounds and in the case of a th i rd or any subse­
quent offence to a penal ty not exceeding two hundred 
pounds. 

11. (1) Any penal ty incurred for breach of any 
provis ion of this Act m a y be recovered in a summary 
manner before a s t ipendiary magis t r a t e or any two 
just ices in pe t ty sessions. 

(2) A prosecut ion for an offence aga ins t this Act 
may be commenced a t any t ime within twelve months 
from the commission of the offence. 

12. (1) W h e r e any person is convicted of an offence 
aga ins t this Act the cour t before which he is so convicted 
may, in addi t ion to imposing a penal ty on such person for 
the offence, order him to p a y to the clerk of the court; 
within a t ime to be specified in the o rde r any amount; 
which from the evidence given du r ing the proceedings 
the court is satisfied should have been, but has not been, 
pa id by the person so convicted to the Commissioner 
by way of charge under this Act. Any amount paid to 
the clerk of the cour t under this subsection shall be paid 
by h im to the Commissioner. 

(2) Any such order shall be deemed to be a con­
viction or order whereby a sum of money is adjudged to 
be pa id within the meaning of the Jus t ices Act, 1902, as 
amended by subsequent Acts . 

13. 



13. (1) I n any prosecut ion or proceedings for an 
offence aga ins t this Act in respect of any vehicle— 

(a) a certificate p u r p o r t i n g to be s igned by the 
officer for the t ime being in charge of the records 
kept under this Act s ta t ing tha t— 

(i) no record as prescr ibed by this Act 
has been received by the Commissioner 
in respect of the vehicle in respect of 
the per iod s ta ted the re in ; or 

(ii) the records described there in a r e the 
only records as prescr ibed by this Act 
received by the Commissioner in respect 
of the vehicle in respect of the per iod 
s ta ted the re in ; or 

(iii) the amount of the paymen t s ta ted 
there in to have been made is the to ta l 
amount of paymen t of charges unde r 
th is Act received by the Commissioner 
in respect of the vehicle in respect of 
the per iod s ta ted the re in ; or 

(iv) no charges unde r this Act have been 
received by the Commissioner in 
respect of the vehicle in respect of the 
per iod s ta ted therein, 

shall be p r ima facie evidence of the m a t t e r s so 
s t a t ed ; 

(b) any record in respect of the vehicle received by 
the Commissioner shall unless the con t r a ry is 
p roved be deemed to be a record kep t by the 
owner of the vehicle a n d delivered to the 
Commissioner p u r s u a n t to th is A c t ; 

(c) a certificate p u r p o r t i n g to be signed by the 
officer for the t ime being in charge of the records 
kep t unde r the Motor Traffic Act , 1909, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , or u n d e r any 
cor responding legislat ion or ordinance of a n y 
Sta te or T e r r i t o r y of the Commonweal th s ta t ing 

the 



the load capacity of the motor vehicle or t ra i le r , : 
or the maximum permissible gross weight of the 
motor vehicle or t ra i le r toge ther with the load 
which may be car r ied thereon or the aggrega te 
weight of the motor vehicle or t ra i ler , or the 
t a r e weight of the motor vehicle or t ra i le r shall 
be p r ima facie evidence of the ma t t e r s so s t a t ed ; 

(d) any s ta tement of weight pa in ted on a motor 
vehicle or t ra i le r and p u r p o r t i n g to be the l o a l 
or ca r ry ing capaci ty thereof or (where s ta te­
ments of weight a re pa in ted on a motor vehicle 
or t ra i le r and p u r p o r t to be respectively the t a re 
weight of the motor vehicle or t ra i le r and either 
the maximum permissible gross weight of such 
motor vehicle or t ra i le r together wi th the load 
which may be car r ied thereon or the aggrega te 
weight of the motor vehicle or t r a i l e r ) the 
difference between such t a re weight and ei ther 
such maximum permissible gross weight of the 
motor vehicle or t ra i le r together wi th the load 
which m a y be car r ied thereon or such aggrega te 
weight of the motor vehicle or t ra i ler , shall be 
p r i m a facie evidence of the load capaci ty of the 
motor vehicle or t ra i ler , as the case may b e ; 

(e) a certificate pu rpo r t i ng to be signed by the 
officer for the t ime being in charge of the records 
kept under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , or unde r any 
corresponding legislation or ordinance of any 
Sta te or Te r r i t o ry of the Commonwealth s ta t ing 
tha t on any date or dur ing any per iod— 

(i) the vehicle was regis tered in the name 
of any person specified the re in ; or 

(ii) the vehicle was not regis tered in New 
South Wales or the S ta te or Te r r i t o ry 
in respect of which the certificate is 
issued, 

shall be p r ima facie evidence of the m a t t e r s so 
s tated. 

(2) 



(2) I n any prosecut ion or proceedings for an 
offence aga ins t this Act or in any proceedings for the 
recovery of any moneys payable under th is Act the 
al legat ion in the information, complaint or claim to the 
effect t ha t a motor vehicle was a commercial goods vehicle 
shall be deemed proved in the absence of proof to the 
con t ra ry . 

S C H E D U L E S . 

T I R S T S C H E D U L E . 

1 . The r a t e of the charge to be pa id in respect of every vehicle shall 
be one- thi rd of a penny per ton of the sum of— 

(a ) t he t a r e weight of t he vehic le ; and 
(b) for ty per cen tum of the load capaci ty of the vehicle, 

per mi le of publ ic s t reet along - which the vehicle t ravels i n New 
S o u t h Wales . 

2. I n assessing such charge f ract ions of miles and f rac t ions of 
hundredweigh t s shall be d isregarded bu t hundredweigh ts ( in re la t ion 
to both t a r e weight and load capaci ty) shall be t aken in to account 
as decimals of tons . 

S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

EOAD MAINTENANCE (CONTRIBUTION) A C T , 1 9 5 8 . 

D e p a r t m e n t of Motor Transpor t . 

Certified Record of Journeys. 

Owner 

Address 

Description 



Description of Vehicle. 

Tare 
Make of Truck Type Regd. N o .Weigh t cwt . 

Load 
Capacity cwt. 

Tare 

Trailer : Type Regd. No. „ Weight _ ' JWD. 

Load 
Capacity cwt. 

Statement of Journeys. 

During m o n t h of 19 _. 

Date of 
Journey. 

Time of 

Was 
Trailer 
Used ? 

(Yes or 
No.) 

Vehicle 
Travelled— 

Time of 
Finishing. 

Koad 
Miles 

Travelled 
in 

N.S.W. 

Date of 
Journey. 0 wrung. 

Was 
Trailer 
Used ? 

(Yes or 
No.) From | Via To 

Time of 
Finishing. 

Koad 
Miles 

Travelled 
in 

N.S.W. 

Details of Charges Payable. 

Vehicle. Rate* 
per mile. 

Miles _ Amount 
Travelled — Payable. 

Without Trailer 

With Trailer 

Multiplied by Without Trailer 

With Trailer Multiplied b y 

Without Trailer 

With Trailer 

Total. . . 

* Calculated in accordance with the First Schedule to the Act. 

I, 



. I, of 
(Name) (Address) 

being the owner (or the authorised agent of the owner) of the vehicle 

described above and being aware that the inclusion of any false or 

misleading statement in this record or in the statement of journeys 

appearing in this document renders me guilty of an offence, hereby 

certify that this record contains a full and complete statement of 

all journeys made on public streets in the State of New South "Wales 

during the period shown in the statement of journeys in this document, 

and Iforward herewith a for the sum of 

such sum being the amount of all charges due and payable in respect 

of all journeys of the vehicle during such period n so far as not already 

paid by me. 

«ig«3i 

Date 


