
RIVER MURRAY WATERS (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 6, 1949. 

An Act to ratify and approve an Agreement for 
the further variation of a certain Agreement 
entered into between the Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth and the Premiers of the 
States of New South Wales, Victoria and 
South Australia, respecting the River 
Murray and Lake Victoria and other 
waters; to amend the River Murray 
Waters Act, 1915-1934, and certain other 
Acts; and for purposes connected therewith. 
[Assented to, 18th April, 1949.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "River Murray 
Waters (Amendment) Act, 1949." 

(2) This Act shall be read and construed with the 
River Murray Waters Act, 1915-1934, which Act is in this 
Act referred to as the Principal Act. 

(3) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may 
be cited the River Murray Waters Act, 1915-1949. 

(4) This Act shall commence on a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
published in the Gazette. 

(5) This Act shall bind the Crown. 

2. The Second Further Amending Agreement, a copy 
of which is set out in the Fourth Schedule to the Principal 
Act inserted by section three of this Act, is by this Act 
ratified and approved. 
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3. The Principal Act is amended— 
(a) by inserting in section four, at the end of the 

definition of "The Agreement" the words " a n d 
by the Agreement, a copy of which is set out in 
the Fourth Schedule"; 

(b) by inserting next after the Third Schedule the 
following new Schedule. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

T H E S E C O N D F U R T H E R A M E N D I N G A G R E E M E N T . 

AGREEMENT made t he twenty-s ixth day of November One thousand 
-nine hundred and forty-eight BETWEEN T H E R I G H T HONOURABLE 
- J O S E P H BENEDICT C H I F L E Y P r i m e Minis te r of the Commonweal th of 
A u s t r a l i a for and on behalf of t he Commonweal th of the first p a r t 
T H E HONOURABLE J O H N MARCUS BADDELEY Ac t ing P r e m i e r of t he 
S t a t e of New South Wales for and on behalf of t h a t S t a t e of t he 
second p a r t T H E HONOURABLE THOMAS T U K E HOLLWAY P r e m i e r of 
t he S t a t e of Vic to r ia for and on behalf of t h a t S ta te of t he th i rd 
p a r t and T H E HONOURABLE T H O M A S PLAYFOHD P r e m i e r of t he S ta t e 
of Sou th Aus t r a l i a for and on behalf of t h a t S t a t e of t he four th 
p a r t : 

"WHEREAS on t h e n in th day of September One thousand n ine 
h u n d r e d and fourteen an Agreement was entered in to by the P r i m e 
Min i s t e r of t he Commonweal th of Aus t ra l i a and t h e P r e m i e r s of 
t h e S ta tes of New South Wales , Vic tor ia and Sou th Aus t r a l i a wi th 
regard to the economical use of t he waters of t he River M u r r a y and 
i t s t r ibu ta r i e s for i r r iga t ion and naviga t ion and to t he reconci l ing of 
t h e in teres ts of t he Commonweal th and the said S ta tes which Agree­
m e n t was ratified by t he P a r l i a m e n t of t he Commonweal th of 
Aus t r a l i a and the P a r l i a m e n t s of the said Sta tes and which Agree­
m e n t is here inaf ter referred to as " the P r inc ipa l A g r e e m e n t " : 

A N D W H E R E A S by fur ther Agreements dated the t e n t h day of Augus t 
One thousand n i n e hundred and twenty- three a n d the twenty- th i rd 
day of J u l y One thousand nine, hundred and th i r ty- four (here inaf ter 
respectively referred to as " the first A m e n d i n g Agreemen t " and " t he 
second A m e n d i n g Agreemen t " ) both m a d e between t he P r i m e 
Min i s te r of t he Commonweal th of Aus t ra l i a and the P r e m i e r s of t h e 
Sta tes of New South Wales, Vic tor ia and South Aus t ra l i a ce r t a in 
provisions of the P r i n c i p a l Agreement were modified: 

A N D W H E R E A S the first A m e n d i n g Agreement and the second 
A m e n d i n g Agreement were both subsequently ratified by t he P a r l i a ­
m e n t of t he Commonweal th of Aus t ra l i a and by the P a r l i a m e n t s 
of t he said S t a t e s : 

A N D W H E R E A S at a Conference between T H E HONOURABLE N E L S O N 
L E M M O N Min i s te r for Works and H o u s i n g of t he Commonweal th of 
A u s t r a l i a T H E HONOURABLE J O H N J O S E P H CAHILL Minis te r for P u b l i c 

Works 



Works of t he S t a t e of New Sou th Wales T H E HONOURABLE GEORGE 
W E I R Min i s te r for Conservat ion of t h e S ta te of New South Wales 
T H E HONOURABLE J O H N GLADSTONE BLACK MCDONALD Ac t ing P r e m i e r 
and Min i s te r for W a t e r Supply and Soldier Se t t lement of t he S t a t e 
of Vic tor ia and T H E HONOURABLE MALCOLM M C I N T O S H Minis te r of 
W o r k s of t he S t a t e of Sou th Aus t r a l i a held on t he e ighteenth day 
of October One thousand n ine hundred and for ty-eight cer ta in resolu­
t ions were agreed to wi th a view to fur ther modifying cer ta in of t h e 
provisions of t h e P r inc ipa l Agreemen t as amended by t he first 
A m e n d i n g Agreement and the second A m e n d i n g A g r e e m e n t : 

NOW IT IS HEREBY FURTHER AGREED as fol lows:— 

I . R A T I F I C A T I O N A N D E N F O R C E M E N T . 

1. T H I S Agreement is subject to ratification by t he P a r l i a m e n t s o f 
t h e Commonweal th and of the S ta tes of New South Wales , Vic tor ia 
and South Aus t ra l i a and shall come in to effect when so ratified. 

2. T H E Con t rac t ing Governments hereby agree to submi t t h i s 
Agreemen t for ratif ication to t he respective P a r l i a m e n t s of t h e 
Commonweal th and of t he said Sta tes d u r i n g the present session of 
any such P a r l i a m e n t or if any such P a r l i a m e n t is not in session a t 
t h e da te of th is Agreement then a t the first session of such P a r l i a m e n t 
held after t he da te of th i s Agreement . 

3. E A C H of t he Con t r ac t i ng Governments so far as i ts ju r i sd ic t ion 
extends and so far as i t may be necessary shall provide for or secure 
t h e execution and enforcement of t h e provisions of the Agreemen t 
and any Acts ra t i fy ing the same. 

4. O N and after the da te of ratif ication of th is Agreement t h e 
P r i n c i p a l Agreement as amended by the first A m e n d i n g Agreemen t 
a n d t he second A m e n d i n g Agreement shall be read and construed as 
if the amendment s made there in by this Agreement were incorporated 
there in . 

I I . A M E N D M E N T O F P R I N C I P A L A G R E E M E N T A S A M E N ­
D E D B Y F I R S T A N D S E C O N D A M E N D I N G A G R E E M E N T S . 

5. CLAUSE 12 of t he P r inc ipa l Agreement is amended by inse r t ing 
after t he word " t h e m " t he words " and may provide for the super ­
a n n u a t i o n of such officers". 

6. CLAUSE 19 of the P r inc ipa l Agreement is amended— 
(a) by omi t t i ng from pa rag raph ( i i i ) the word "first" and i n ­

ser t ing in i ts stead t he word " th i r ty- f i r s t" ; and 
(b) by add ing after sub-paragraph (g) t he following s u b ­

p a r a g r a p h :— 
" ( h ) t he condi t ion of the ca tchment of the Upper M u r r a y 

S torage referred to in Clause twenty of th i s Agree ­
m e n t and any act ion taken by the Commiss ion 
u n d e r clause twenty-e ight A thereof". 
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7. CLAUSE 20 of t he P r inc ipa l Agreement as amended by Clause 5 
o f t he second Amend ing Agreement is fur ther amended by omi t t i ng 
pa ragraphs (i) and ( i i ) and inse r t ing in the i r s tead t he following 
p a r a g r a p h s : — 

" ( i ) the provision of a storage on the Upper River M u r r a y (here­
inaf ter referred to as the "Upper M u r r a y S torage") wi th a 
capaci ty of approximately two mill ion acre feet of water and 
wi th a roadway along the top of t he con ta in ing dam. 

i ( i i ) the provision of a system of s torage a t Lake Vic to r ia wi th 
inlet works of a capaci ty of six thousand acre feet per day 
when the water level in t he s torage is seven feet below the 
designed full supply level of the lock pool a t the point of 
offtake from the River" . 

8. A F T E R Clause 28 of t he P r inc ipa l Agreement t he following 
Clauses a r e inse r t ed : 

"28A. (1) The Sta tes of New Sou th Wales and Vic tor ia shall t ake 
effective measures to protect from erosion the por t ions of t he catch­
m e n t of t he Upper M u r r a y Storage which lie wi th in the i r respective 
S t a t e s . 

(2) E a c h of t he Sta tes of New Sou th Wales and Vic tor ia shall 
before the end of J u n e in each year forward a repor t to t he Com­
miss ion on the condit ion of t he por t ion of the ca t chmen t wi th in i t s 
t e r r i to ry , t he measures taken and work carr ied out d u r i n g the twelve 
m o n t h s end ing on the thirty-first day of March immediate ly preced­
ing and par t i cu la rs of the measures and works proposed for t he nex t 
twelve months . 

(3) The Commission shall from t i m e to t i m e inspect or cause to 
be inspected such port ions of the ca tchment of t he Upper M u r r a y 
S torage as i t t h inks fit and may ind ica te a t any t i m e whether i n i t s 
opinion the measures t aken and works carr ied ou t by t h e Sta tes for 
t he protect ion of t h a t ca tchment are effective or otherwise and in t he 
event of i t be ing considered by the Commission t h a t any of such 
measures or works are ineffective t he S t a t e concerned shall t ake 
ac t ion insofar as m a y be pract icable to make them effective. 

(4) I n t he event of it be ing considered by t h e Commission t h a t 
t h e r e is need for special act ion t he S t a t e concerned shall inves t iga te 
t he posi t ion and t ake such special ac t ion as may be requi red and 
au thor ized by t h e Commission. 

(5) T h e measures and works referred to in Sub Clauses (1) and 
(3 ) of th i s Clause shall be unde r t aken a t the cost of t h e S t a t e or 
S t a t e s concerned bu t the cost of t he special ac t ion referred to in Sub 
Clause (4) shall be me t from the Commission funds a n d the Com­
miss ion m a y author ize the expendi tu re involved. 

28B. (1) T h e Commission m a y from t i m e to t ime in i t i a t e p ro ­
posals for t he bet ter conservat ion and regula t ion of the R ive r M u r r a y 
W a t e r s and flows, may u n d e r t a k e p re l iminary inves t igat ions con-
c e r n i n g such proposals, and may cause to be carr ied out by t he Con­
s t r u c t i n g Author i t i e s surveys and inves t igat ions r ega rd ing the desir­
ab i l i t y and prac t icabi l i ty of works or measures on or adjacent to t h e 
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River M u r r a y or any of i ts t r ibu ta r i e s above Albury or the D a r l i n g 
River below Men ind ie other t h a n works or measures provided for in 
t he preceding clauses of th i s Agreement and the cost of any such 
surveys and inves t igat ions shall be met from the Commission funds 
I n t he case of any such works being regarded by t h e Commission as 
necessary or desirable t he Commission shall make recommendat ions 
to t he C o n t r a c t i n g Governments . 

(2) T h e Con t rac t ing Governments may author ize t he const ruct ion 
of any such addi t iona l works as m a y be mutua l ly agreed upon a n d 
t h e provisions of th i s Agreement shall apply mutatis mutandis i n 
respect of any such author ized addi t iona l works and the said addi­
t iona l works shall be controlled by the Commission provided however 
t h a t in respect of any such work if so agreed by the Con t rac t ing 
Governments the cost of construct ion, operat ion and main tenance may 
be borne by any one or more of t he Con t rac t ing Governments in such 
shares as may be mutua l ly agreed upon." . 

9. CLAUSE 30 of the P r i n c i p a l Agreemen t as subs t i tu ted by Clause 
13 of the second A m e n d i n g Agreement is omit ted and the following 
Clause is inser ted in i ts s t ead :— 

"30. I f any one of t h e S t a t e Con t rac t ing Governments desires to 
ca r ry out on the R ive r M u r r a y any work other t h a n t h e works pro­
vided for in the preceding clauses of th is Agreement e i ther as a work 
of t he S ta te of such S t a t e Con t rac t ing Government or as a jo in t work 
wi th another S t a t e Con t rac t ing Government pa r t i cu la r s of t he p ro ­
posal inc lud ing plans of the proposed work shall be submi t ted by such 
S t a t e Con t rac t ing Government or S t a t e Con t r ac t i ng Governments 
to the Commission. T h e Commission may approve of such proposed 
work wi th or wi thou t a l te ra t ion and if t h e proposed work provides 
for the s torage of water or will affect t he discharge, flow, use o r 
control of wate r in t h e River M u r r a y the Commission may from t i m e 
to t i m e s t ipu la te condi t ions unde r which t h e said work shall be 
operated or controlled insofar as regula t ion of the r iver flow may be 
affected and the whole cost of cons t ruc t ion operat ion and ma in t enance 
of such work shall be borne by the S t a t e Con t rac t ing Government or 
S t a t e Con t rac t ing Governments concerned as m a y be agreed upon 
between them and the S t a t e Con t r ac t i ng Government which operates 
t he work shall cause i t to be operated or controlled in such m a n n e r 
as m a y from t ime to t i m e be requi red by the Commission." . 

10. CLAUSE 32 of t he P r i n c i p a l Agreemen t as amended by Clause 
14 of the second A m e n d i n g Agreement is fur ther amended by omi t t ing 
t h e words "not to exceed Twelve mil l ion pounds" and in se r t ing in 
t h e i r stead t h e words "a t F o u r t e e n mil l ion pounds" . 

1 1 . CLAUSE 47 of the P r i n c i p a l Agreement is amended (a ) by i n ­
se r t ing after t he word " f rom" (second occur r ing) t h e words " i t s share 
o f ; and (b) by omi t t i ng the words " town supply domestic and stock 
supply and other uses wi th in its t e r r i to ry from t h e m a i n s t ream a n d 
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t o t he Provis ions of clause fifty of th i s Agreement" and inse r t ing in 
t h e i r stead the words "clauses fifty and fifty-one of th is Agreement" . 

12. CLAUSE 48 of t h e P r i n c i p a l Agreement is omi t ted and the 
following clause is inser ted in i ts s t ead :— 

"48. T h e quan t i t y of water to be allowed to pass in each mon th for 
supply to Sou th Aus t ra l i a as set out in clause for ty-n ine of th i s 
Agreemen t shall be cont r ibuted by New South Wales and Vic tor ia 
in equal volumes PROVIDED HOWEVER t h a t these proport ions m a y be 
var ied in any month by agreement between the Commissioners repre­
sen t ing t h e Sta tes of New Sou th Wales and Vic tor ia . ' ' 

13. CLAUSE 49 of t he P r inc ipa l Agreement is amended by a d d i n g 
a t t h e end thereof the words "bu t no twi ths t and ing the provisions of 
t h i s clause the Commission may from t ime to t i m e a t t he reques t of 
Sou th Aus t r a l i a vary any of t he month ly quant i t i es set out above 
over a specific period subject to the sum of t he quan t i t i e s passed to 
Sou th Aus t r a l i a a t Lake Vic tor ia out le t a t t he request of t h a t S t a t e 
for any period of twelve months from J u n e to May inclusive no t 
exceeding One mil l ion, Two hundred and fifty-four thousand acre 
feet PROVIDED HOWEVER t h a t month ly quant i t i es in excess of those 
quan t i t i e s s ta ted in th is clause, or in excess of those month ly quan ­
t i t ies as var ied by the Commission a t t he request of Sou th Aus t ra l i a 
shall no t be included for t he purpose of comput ing the annua l 
delivery to Sou th Aus t ra l ia . " . 

14. CLAUSE 50 of the P r inc ipa l Agreement is omi t ted and t h e 
following clause is inserted in i ts s t ead :— 

"50. Af ter t he completion of the works specified in clause twenty of 
t h i s Agreement the discharge from the Upper M u r r a y S to rage and t h e 
inflow to and discharge from the Lake Vic tor ia S to rage shall be 
regu la ted to provide a reserve of water in s torage for use in dry years 
such reserve to be fixed from t i m e to t i m e by and d rawn upon at t he 
d iscre t ion of the Commission PROVIDED THAT the q u a n t i t y of water so 
he ld in reserve shall be not less t h a n Seven h u n d r e d and fifty thou­
sand acre feet a t any t ime (of which no t less t h a n Two hundred 
t h o u s a n d acre feet shall be in t he Lake Vic tor ia S torage) unless t h e 
Commiss ion declares a period of res t r ic t ion in pu r suance of Clause 
fifty-one of th i s Agreement in which case t he said reserve may be 
d r a w n upon PROVIDED HOWEVER t h a t t he volume in Lake Vic to r ia m a y 
be reduced wi th a corresponding reduc t ion in t h e combined volume 
in both s torages a t t imes other t h a n periods of res t r ic t ion if t h e 
Commiss ion is satisfied t h a t t h e supply to Sou th Aus t r a l i a from 
u p s t r e a m will be sufficient to ensure t h a t t he full al location t o t h e 
S t a t e can be me t un t i l the t h i r t i e t h day of J u n e next ensu ing and 
t h a t t he re will be a combined reserve a t t h a t da te of Seven hundred 
a n d fifty thousand acre feet inc lud ing no t less t h a n Two h u n d r e d 
thousand acre feet in t h e Lake Vic tor ia S torage ." . 
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15. CLAUSE 51 of the P r inc ipa l Agreement as amended by Clause 19 
of t he second Amend ing Agreement is omi t ted and the following 
Clause is inser ted in i ts s t ead :— 

" 5 1 . (1) T h e Commission may in a year of d rought declare a period 
of res t r ic t ion and m a y vary t h e provisions of th i s Agreemen t 
respec t ing— 

(a ) The amoun t s of water to be used by New South Wales and 
Vic tor ia and the amoun t to be allowed to pass for supply to 
Sou th Aus t ra l i a a t the Lake Vic tor ia ou t l e t ; and 

(b) T h e volumes to be held in reserve in t he Upper M u r r a y 
S torage and Lake Vic tor ia S t o r a g e ; and 

(c) The depth of water to be m a i n t a i n e d a t weirs and weirs and 
locks cons t ructed p u r s u a n t to th is Agreement . 

(2) D u r i n g a declared period of res t r ic t ion the amoun t s of water 
which the S ta tes of New Sou th Wales, Vic tor ia and South Aus t r a l i a 
shall be ent i t led to use each mon th from the River M u r r a y (exclusive 
of i t s t r i bu ta r i e s below Albury) shall be in t he following 
propor t ions :— 

N e w S o u t h Wales . . one mill ion, 
Vic to r ia . . . . . . one mil l ion, 
Sou th Aus t ra l i a . . . . six hundred and three thousand 

PROVIDED ALWAYS AND IT IS HEREBY AGREED t h a t 

( a ) T h e Commission m a y from t i m e to t i m e hav ing regard to 
t he volumes of water in t h e Upper M u r r a y S to rage and the 
Lake Vic tor ia S torage , the t i m e of t he year , t h e requi re­
men t s for i r r iga t ion i n each of t he S ta tes and any other 
re levant c i rcumstances , vary by declarat ion for a period no t 
exceeding six mon ths a t any one t i m e the propor t ions set 
ou t above; 

(b ) The S t a t e of New Sou th Wales or the S t a t e of Vic tor ia may 
d u r i n g any m o n t h in a declared period of res t r ic t ion use a 
grea ter amoun t of wate r from the River M u r r a y t h a n pro­
vided in t he abovementioned propor t ions PROVIDED t h a t t he 
excess so uti l ized is cont r ibuted by the S t a t e concerned from 
a t r i b u t a r y or t r ibu ta r i e s of the River M u r r a y below Albury 
t h e use of the said t r i bu ta r i e s being vested in the said State9 
by clause forty-six of th i s A g r e e m e n t ; 

(c) T h e S t a t e of Sou th Aus t r a l i a m a y d u r i n g any month in a 
declared period of res t r ic t ion use a grea ter a m o u n t of wate r 
f rom the River M u r r a y t h a n provided in the abovementioned 
proport ion— 

( i ) if the flow in t he R ive r M u r r a y is in excess of t h e 
q u a n t i t y which can be passed in to Lake Victor ia , i n 
which event the grea ter amoun t which may be used 
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may be equal to t he amount provided in the above-
ment ioned propor t ion together wi th t he said excess; 
or 

( i i ) if t he Commission considers tha t t he flow in the 
River M u r r a y is in excess of the quan t i t y which need 
be passed in to Lake Vic tor ia to ra ise t he level of t h a t 
storage, in which event t he S ta t e of Sou th Aus­
t ra l ia may use a grea ter amoun t equal to t he amoun t 
provided in the abovementioned propor t ion together 
with the whole of t he said excess,PROVIDED however 
tha t the Commission shall not a r r ange for such 
greater amoun t to be used if t he reserve s torage in 
Lake Vic tor ia is less t h a n two h u n d r e d thousand 
acre feet.". 

16. CLAUSE 5 2 of the P r inc ipa l Agreement is amended by in se r t i ng 
before the word "works" t he word " S t a t e " . 

I N W I T N E S S whereof the said par t ies to these presents have he re ­
u n t o set the i r hands and seals the day and year first abovewri t ten. 

S I G N E D S E A L E D A N D D E ­
L I V E R E D by the above-
n a m e d J O S E P H B E N E D I C T 
C H I F L E Y in the presence of: 

J . H . G A R R E T T 

J . B . C H I F L E Y ( L . S . ) 

S I G N E D S E A L E D A N D D E ­
L I V E R E D by the above-
named J O H N M A R C U S 
B A D D E L E Y in t he presence 
of: 

P . H . R O P E R 

J . M. B A D D E L E Y (L.S . ) 

S I G N E D S E A L E D A N D D E ­
L I V E R E D by t h e above-
named T H O M A S T U K E 
H O L L W A Y in t he presence 
of: 

W. J U N G W I R T H 

T. T. H O L L W A Y (L.S . ) 

SIGNED SEALED AND DE­
LIVERED by the above-
named THOMAS PLAY-
FORD in the presence of: 

E. L. BEAN 

T. PLAYFORD ( L . S . ) 

MENINDEE 


