
HOSPITAL ADVISORY BOARDS 
ORDINANCE 1970 

No. 12 of 1970 

An Ordinance relating to the establishment of 
Hospital Advisory Boards and for other purposes 

[Assented to 8 April, 1970] 

B E it ordained by the Legi!>lative Coun<.:il for the Northern 
Territory of Australia as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Hospital Advisory ShOlt title 

Boards Ordinll/lce 1970. 
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2. This Ordinance shall come into operation on a date to Commencement 

be fixed by the Administrator by notice in the Gazette. * 

3. The Ordinances specified in the Schedule to this Ordi- Repeal 

nance are repealed. 

4. In this Ordinance unles.~ the contrary intention appears-­
"member" means memba of a board; 
"board" means a hospital advisory board established 

under this Ordinance for a hospital; 
"the board" means, in relation to such a hospital, the 

Hospital Advisory Board established under this 
Ordinance for that hospital; 

"the Dircctor of Health" means the person for the 
timc being holding, or performing the dutks 
of, the office of Commonwealth Director of 
Health for the Northern Territory; 

"the lYkdical Superintendent" means tIll! person for the 
time being holding, or performing the duties of 
Medical Superintendent of a hospital to which 
this Ordinance applies; 

"the M illister" means the Minister of State for Health. 

S. Thl: Administrator in Council may, hy notice in the 
'jila'f(c, e~tabli,h a hospital advisory board for a huspital that 
s established under the liospitals and N/cc/iclIl Services Ordill­
It/CC 1953-1 %5. 

• The date fixed was 7 October, 1970 (see Northern Territory Government Gazette No. 40 of 
, October, 1970, page 281). 

Defmitions 

Iistoblishmcnt of 
bU.Ht.I~ 
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Nllmher ~.I 
InCIl I :-'J'"!t 

Appllilltmcllt 
of Olembcr~ 

J'II~t II1l·ctin~~ 
t"l1;~lh)Jl of 
('ItHinn"Ill, &c 

Hospital Adl'isory Boards 

6. Where t :le Administrator in (.ouncil establi:>hes a ho:>pil .. d I 
ddvlsory boarli, he shall, in the notice, deterllline how many I 
"~"iJlh..:rs the b(l"lI, ~hall consist of, and may; !~ notice ill the I 

:('/1(~, amend thl.! number of members so dete,nll1ed. 

7.-( 1.) A Hospital Advisory Board shall consist of the I 
q'llllbcr of members determined by the Administrall)r in Council I 

l rsuant to the terms of this Ordinance, one of whom shall be I 
• \t~ Medkal Superintendent of the hospital for which the board I 
i,us been appointed and onc of whom shall be a medical prac- i 

,.i!iolll.!r who is registered under thl.! Medical Practitioners Regis-: 
tratiun Ordinal/ce 1935-1967 and resides and practises as a i 

private lIledical practitioner in the locality in which the hospital I 
1-; ~illlated if sllch a medical practitioner is availabk. 

(2.) Members other than Medical Superintendents shall be i 
appointed by the Administrator in Council by notice in the I 
(It/ut/e. 

(3.) Subject to sections 10 and 11 of this Ordinancel 
" member other than a Medical Superintendent shall hold ollice I 
fur three years or such lesser pl.!riod as is specifi~d in the notice: 
of appointmclIl. 

8.--( J.) The Administrator shall, by noli'l:c in WrItlllgl 
10 each mcmbl.!r of a board, appoint a tillle anu placc for thel 
holdillg of the first meeting of the board. 

(2.) A board shall eJect-
(a) a Chairman who !.hall hold oflke until the board! 

dects a new Chairman; and 
(b) a Deputy Chairman who shall hold oflicL! untill 

Ihe board ejects a new Deputy Chairman. 

(J.) The Chairman of a board shall prcsidc "t all meeting~1 
of the board at which he is present. 

(4.) In the event of the illness or absence of the Chairman,) 
the Deputy Chairman shall have and lllay exercise all the! 
powers and fUI1<.:tions of the Chairman. 

(5.) In the event of theab!'>ence of the Chairlllan and i 

the Deputy Chairman of a board from ~, meetillg of tile board,! 
the memb~rs present shall appoint onc of lhdr J1l1l11ber tt; 
preside at that meeting. 

(6.) At IHl.!etings of a board, three members shall form a' 
quorum, and the Chairman. Deputy Chairman or person act· 
ing ,IS Chairman at any particular mceting, h"s a deliberative 
votc and, in the event of an equality of votes, abu ha~ a cLIstinr 
vote. 
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(7.) The absence of any member from a meeting of a 
board shall be reported by the Chairman to the Administrator. 

(8.) Every member present at any meeting of a board 
may vote on all questions put to the meeting; but if all the 
members are not present at the meeting, any two members may 
request that the question be deferred for determination by a 
full meeting of the board and the question shall then be deferred 
until the next meeting of the board. 

(9.) Where any question has been so deferred a notifica­
tion of the fact shall be sent to each member, and every member 
who has received the notification shall attend the next meet­
ing or suhmit to the board a reasonable explanation of his failure 
to attend. 

(10.) Minutes of the proceedings of all meetings of a board 
~hall be kept by the Secretary to a board, and copies of minutes 
relating to each meeting shall be transmitted by the Chairman to 
the Administrator as soon as practicable after the meeting is 
held. 
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9.-( I.) The first meeting of a board shall be held at the Meetinas 

.lilllc and placc appointed by the Administrator in accord-
ance with the last preceding section. 

(2.) Subject to the last preceding section and section 16 
'of this Ordinancc·---

(a) the Chairman shull appoint a phlc~ and time for 
each meeting of a board, but so that the time 
appointed is within three months of the date of 
the meeting last held before the time appointed; 
and 

(b) meetings of a board shall be held at the places 
and times so appointed. 

(3.) If three members of a board by notice in writing to 
the Chairman require the Chairman to appoint a place and 
time for a meeting of the board, the Chairman shall appoint a 
place and time for a meeting so that the meeting may be held 
within seven days of the day on which he receives the notice. 

10. The Administrator may, on the recommendation of a 
hoard, dispense with the services of any member other than the 
Medical Superintendent for misbehaviour or for neglect or fail­
ure to carry out any of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

11.-( 1.) A member other than the Medical Superintendent 
;hall be deemed to have vacated his office-

(a) if his services are dispensed with in pursuance of 
the last preceding section; 

Dismissal 
of members 
of a board 

Vacation of 
office as member 
of a board 
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(b) if he becomes bankrupt, applies to take the benelil 
of any law for the relief of bankrupt or insolvent 
debtors, compounds with his creditors or makes I 

an assignment of his remulleration for their I 

benefit; 
(C) if he becomes of unsound mind; 
(d) if he resigns his ollice by writill£ addn!ssed to thc 

Administrator and the resignation is :.Il'l:l!pted 
by the Adlllinistrator; or 

(e) if he ahsents himself. (except on leave granted by 
a board) from two conseclItive meetings of a I 

board. 
(2.) A Medical Superintendent ceases to be a member or : 

the board if he ceases to be the Medical Superintendent of the i 
hospital for which the board has been established. 

0.) A member who was, at the date of his appointment i 
as a member of the board, a medical practitioner who was I 

r.:gistercd under the Medical Practitioncys Uegislralioll Oflli- i 
Ill/Ilce 1935-1967 and w .. 1s residing and practising as a private I 
medical practitioner in the locality in whkh the ho~pital i~ I 

situated ceases to he a member if he ceases te hl! so registered 01 I 

ceases to so reside or practisc. 

App .. inllllcUI \If 12.---{ I.) A board may, sllbJ'cct to thl! directions of thL' I 
St.'L,:u:fary tu 
a h .. ",,\ Admini~trator. and with his concurrencc, appoint a Secrcl:dY I 

(u .. 'neral puwers 
IUhJ duties 
or a hu . .ud 

tothc board and slIch clerical and other ofl1cas as are nccessa\") ~ 
for theefficieill opemtioll of the board. 

(2.) Suhjectln any Act, providing fur the determinatioll I 
of terms and cOllditions of employment, which is applicable. I 

a person appointed under Ihis section shall be engaged for I 
such period as the board, subject to the dircctions of the Admin- I 

istrator and with his concurrence, determines, and his employ·· I 
ment shall be at !illch salary, wages or rate of pay, and upon I 

such terms andconditiuns, as tile board, subject to the directions I 

of the Administrator and with his concurrellce, determines. 

1.3.-( I.) A board shall·-
(a) disclIssHnd consider suchmallersas it thinks fit i 

concernillg the administration of the hospit~d; \ 
and 

(b) after discussing and con~idering sllch matters make! 
such recommendations as it thinks tit to thc i 
Director of Health and to the Director-General i 
of Health . 

. (2 . .) A hoard may confer with such registered medical I 
practitioners as it thinks lit on matters of interest to the hospital.i 

(3.) A board may confer with sllch other persons as it I 
thinks tit on matters of illterest to the hospital and may, at <Ii 



ilU'{J;!.11 /f.. :isory Hoard,' 

l',cel; I;, ()i I,".;h', hear o' receive correspondence from a 
!'C::,Oll, Illli,':lllg ;, p,;r"l)!l Illployed in the Department u' 
lkalth, ll,ak :'i! a Cl!lllpLtlll! ,ll' criticism in relation to till' 
adll1inistrati(,1 (l~ thl.' hospital. 

(-l.) /\ .loard may, Oil giving reasonable notice to tll. 
l\h:dical Sup"I!lknJent, vi~il and insp;,:ct the hospjt~d at allY 
!illle hetWL.l'~' ,.:igll! o'clock ill the morning and six o'clock in 
the afternoo.'!. c\clusive of Saturdays and Sundays, 

(5.) Tl)"dwers L'OnfelTl'u on a board by this Ordinance 
sh:dl not b" ckd bv reason only of there being a vacancy 
ill the Illemlx '.illp of the board. 

1 ... --( I.) '\ hoard shall, in each year-
(11) in the lIIonth ut' February, furnish to the Minister--­

( i) a report itS to the condition of thl' buildillg~, 
furniture, fittings, equipment and instal­
lations of the hospital; and 

(ii) a statement setting out proposals for sllch 
additions and altl'rations as, in the opin· 
iOIl of the board, ought to be made t .. ' 
such buildings, furniture, fittings, equip­
ment and installations during the year 
cOlllllh:ncing on the next slIL'cl'cding first 
day of July; and 

(h) ill tile llIonth of ./uly, furnish to the Director of 
lkalth and to thl' Administrator for transmission 
to the Minister the comments of the board on the 
;lllIllillislratioll of the hospital during thl' year 
l'lldcd 011 thl.: last preceding thirtieth day of 
.Ill lie . 

'5. A blJ:trd shall cause to be laid before the Le'.!islative 
('oulldl a copy of eadl report and statement and ()f ;111 cnl1l­
Illl'Ilts rdern:d to ill the last preL'eding section on the first sitting 
day of the ('ollnL'il after the furnishing of cad I ~lIch report and 
statelllent and of all such COllllllents. 

16. The Minister or Admillistrator, or any person authorized 
hy eithcr of thl:llI in writing to do so, may at any tillll' call a 
special llleeting of a board, or rcquire the Chairlllan or the 
Sl.!crctary of a board Il) call such a mel'tillg, and it shall bl' 
the duty of the Chairman or the Sl'crctary, a~ the case may Ol" 
to L'all a lllcl'ting accordingly. 

17.-( I.) The Mini:,tcr or Admini~trat()r, nr a person auth­
orized by citlll'r of them ill writing to do so, shall bl' clltitll'd 
to he prescllt at ,lilY 1lll.!I.!Iing !)f a board and to speak at ~l1ch 
a Illcl'ting hur shall Ilot takc <lny othcr p;:rt ill thc procl:edings 
of the IlIl.!cting. 

Hero,lS 

Hep!'!"!:'> h) 
ill' hid 1l1..'t. 1fC 
I C~d ... I:·II\,C 

('~'tlndl 

~1 ini,'!!t" molY 
~'"II spc\,.i,d . 
1ll~(.'I ing uf 1.1 

I).)~tl U 

MII\I~Il'r lI1.IY 
illll"lld ,lilY 
IHrt:t iug uf a 
b liHJ 
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12, ):1:<.' Director of lle~dth may by Icav" of the Chairman i 

"',' present <.it a meeting of a board and speak at that meeting 
:)111 ~ilall not take any other part in the proceedings of th, I 

meeting, 

IS. 'I he Administrator in Council may "'ke repulati'llh 
{h.·t illc()ns!~tent with this Ordinance, prcsull'lng all Illatler~ 
which by tIll'> Ordinance are required or pei ulilted to be pre~ I 

cri bed, or which are necessary or convenient to be presnibed, ; 
f( 'I l:arrying Ollt or giving ctfect to this Ordinance. 

THE SCHEDULE 

Ordinances RcpeakJ 

'IIicl' Springs I/ospital A tlvisory Board Ordinal/Cl' 1962 
Alice SWings Hospital Advisory Board Ordil/llnce (No. 2) I 

1962 
A lice Springs J/ospital /1 (lI'isory Board Ort!il/(/I/Cl' 1 !)().1 

Alia Spril/gs Hospital Advisory BOllrdO',illlllll(,(, 1964 
J)arli'ill /!ospital A dvisory Board OrdinllllCl 11)61 
1>III'\1'in l1o,/,iwl At/I'ism)' Board ()UlillilllCl' (Nil, 2) 1961 
nl/rll'ill J/o,\'/Iital A dl'isory Board Ordin(/I/ce 1 lJ62 
J)arll'ill l/ospital Advisory Board Ordil/(/I/cl' j lJo,l RCJlL'uf, 

Ordil/ancl' 1964 
/)lII'11'in lIo.\'pit(/1 A t/l'i.l'Ory Board Ordinllllce 19h6 
Oarll'ill IIm"pital A (i1'is(lry Board Ordinallcl' 1909 
I\utlt,'ritlc I/ospital Adl'isory Board OrdillUIlCl' 196() 


