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NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

Regulations 1982, No. 74* 

Regulations under the Motor Vehicles Act 

I, ERIC EUGENE JOHNSTON, the Administrator of the Northern 
Territory of Australia, acting with the advice of the 
Executive Council, hereby make the following Regulations 
under the Motor Vehicles Act. 

Dated this sixteenth day of December, 1982. 

E.E. JOHNSTON 
Administrator 

MOTOR VEHICLES (STANDARDS) REGULATIONS 

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

1. CITATION 

These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles 
(Standards) Regulations. 

2. COMMENCEMENT 

These Regulations shall come into operation on the 
commencement of the Motor Vehicles Amendment Act 1982. 

3. APPLICATION 

These Regulations shall not apply to a nonconforming 
vehicle within the meaning of Part VA of the Act. 

* Notified in the Northern Territory Government Gazette 
on 23 December, 1982. 
A. B. CAUDELl, Government Printer of the NorttIIm Territory 

Price: $1.50 



Motor Vehicles (standards) Regulations 

4. INTERPRETATION 

(1) In these Regulations, unless the contrary 
intention appears -

"aggregate mass", in relation to a vehicle, means the 
maximum laden mass, permitted under these 
Regulations, of the vehicle; 

"air brake test pressure", in relation to the brake 
system of a vehicle, means half of the sum of 
the cut-in and cut-out pressures of the air 
compressor of that brake system, as shown, by 
specification or otherwise, by the manufacturer 
of that brake system or vehicle; 

"articulated omnibus" means a motor omnibus con
sisting of 2 rigid sections connected so as to 
allow -

(a) rotary movements about the vertical and 
horizontal axes; and 

(b) passenger movement, 

between the 2 rigid sections; 

"Australian Standard" means a standard approved for 
publication on behalf of the Standards Associ
ation of Australia, being the association of 
that name incorporated by Royal Charter; 

"axle" means that part of a vehicle consisting of one 
or more shafts, spindles or bearings in the same 
transverse vertical plane or between 2 parallel 
transverse vertical planes spaced not more than 
one metre apart, by means of which, in con
junction with wheels mounted on such shafts, 
spindles or bearings, the mass supported on an 
axle is continuously transmitted to the road; 

"axle group" means -

(a) a single axle; 

(b) a tandem axle group; 

(c) a triaxle group; or 

(d) a twin-steer axle group; 

"axle group centre" means -

(a) in the case of a single axle - the centre 
line of the axle; 
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(b) in the case of a tandem axle group -

(i) where both axles are fitted with an· 
equal number of tyres - a line located 
midway between those axles; and 

(ii) where one axle is fitted with twice 
the number of tyres on the other axle 
- a line located one third of the way 
from the axle fitted with the greater 
number of tyres towards the axle 
fitted with the lesser number of 
tyres; 

(c) in the case of a twin-steer axle group - a 
line located midway between the 2 axles; 
and 

(d) in the case of a triaxle group - a line 
located midway between the extreme axles; 

"axle spacing" means the distance between the centre 
of an axle of an axle group of a vehicle or 
vehicle combination and the centre of any other 
axle of the axle group; 

"brake coupling" means a device used to connect the 
flexible sections of the lines of the brake 
system of a vehicle combination; 

"brake system" includes all the mechanism by which 
the brakes on a vehicle are operated; 

"coupling pin", in relation to the tow coupling of a 
vehicle, means that part of the tow coupling 
used to connect the towing attachment of one 
vehicle to the drawbar of another vehicle; 

"dog trailer" means 
comprising -

a self-tracking trailer 

(a) a dolly trailer to which is attached a 
semi-trailer; or 

(b) a trailer having a steerable axle group 
towards its front end and an axle group 
towards its rear end; 

"dolly trailer" means a pig trailer consisting of an 
axle group, a fifth wheel assembly, and a 
drawbar, designed and used to convert a semi
trailer into a dog trailer; 

"drawbar" means that portion of the framework of a· 
trailer provided for the purpose of enabling 
the trailer to be towed; 
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Rotor Vehicles (Standards) Regulations 

"drawbar length", in relation to a trailer, means the 
horizontal distance from the centre line of the 
towing pivot of the trailer to the axle group 
centre of the foremost axle group of that 
trailer; 

"fifth wheel" means a device fitted to a prime mover 
or dolly trailer to provide for -

(a) quick coupling and uncoupling of the prime 
mover or dolly trailer to or from a semi
trailer; and 

(b) articulation between the prime mover or 
dolly trailer and a semi-trailer to which 
it is attached; 

"fifth wheel assembly" means the fifth wheel, and 
turntable, if any, of a prime mover or dolly 
trailer and all the components necessary to fit 
fifth wheel and turntable to the prime mover or 
dolly t,railer; 

"fifth wheel kingpin" means a pin attached to a 
semi-trailer and used for attaching the semi
trailer to the fifth wheel of a prime mover or 
dolly trailer; 

"forward projection", in relation to a vehicle, means 
the maximum distance from the axle group centre 
of the rearmost axle group of the vehicle to the 
front end of that vehicle, including the load, 
if any, on that vehicle; 

"gross combination mass", in relation to a vehicle, 
means the mass recorded by the Registrar, 
whether by reference to the particulars recorded 
or kept by an officer having duties in con
nection with the registration of vehicles in a 
State or in another Territory of the Common
wealth or otherwise, as the maximum laden mass 
which the vehicle, in combination with one or 
more trailers attached to it, should carry and 
tow; 

"gross vehicle mass", in relation to a vehicle, means 
the mass recorded by the Registrar, whether by 
reference to the particulars recorded or kept by 
an officer having duties in connection with the 
registration of vehicles in a StaLe or in 
another Territory of the Commonwealth or 
otherwise, as the maximum laden mass at which 
the vehicle should be operated; 
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"hauling unit", in relation to a vehicle combination, 
means the rigid motor vehicle or prime mover of 
the vehicle combination, towing the other 
vehicles of that vehicle combination; 

"height" means -

(a) in relation to a vehicle - the vertical 
distance from a surface on which the 
vehicle is standing to the highest point 
on that vehicle and its load, if any; and 

(b) in relation to a lamp on a vehicle - the 
vertical distance from a surface on which 
the vehicle, at its tare mass, is standing 
to the centre of the lamp; 

"hours of darkness" means -

(a) any time during the period between sunset 
on one day and sunrise on the next 
following day; or 

(b) any other time when there is not sufficient 
daylight to render clearly visible a person 
or vehicle at a distance of 100 metres; 

"identifying mark", in relation to a vehicle or part 
of a vehicle, means a permanent mark placed on 
the vehicle or part, whether by embossing, 
indenting, plating or other means, by the 
manufacturer of that vehicle or part, or by the 
authority of that manufacturer, or in accordance 
wi th a direction of the Registrar or an 
approved person; 

"independently braking", in relation to a trailer, 
means equipped with brakes which are capable of 
being operated by the driver of a motor vehicle 
towing the trailer while that driver is sitting 
in the driving seat of that motor vehicle; 

"inspection label", in relation to a vehicle, means 
a label, issued by the Registrar or an approved 
person, specifying the gross vehicle mass or 
gross combination mass of, or such other 
approved particulars in relation to, the vehicle 
and affixed, in accordance with the Registrar's 
or the approved person's instructions in respect 
of such affixation, to that vehicle; 

"inter-axle differential" means a differential which 
provides for the transfer of energy from one 
driven axle to another driven axle and designed 
to allow the individual wheels on the axles to 
rotate at different speeds; 
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"loading space", in relation to a vehicle, means the 
portion of the vehicle designed, constructed or 
adapted for the purpose of carrying goods; 

"load sharing suspension system", in relation to a 
vehicle, means a suspension system of an axle 
group of the vehicle which effects substantially 
equal sharing, by all the ground contact 
surfaces of the wheels attached to the axle 
group, of the total load carried by that axle 
group and which has effective damping character
istics on all the axles of that axle group; 

"manufacturer's gross axle load limit", in relation 
to an axle group, means the load recommended by 
the manufacturer of the axle group, by specifi
cation or otherwise, as being the maximum load 
at which that axle group should be operated; 

"manufacturer's gross combination mass", in relation 
to a vehicle, means the mass recommended by the 
manufacturer of the vehicle, by specification or 
otherwise, as the maximum laden mass which that 
vehicle, in combination with one or more 
trailers attached to it, should carry and tow; 

"manufacturer's gross vehicle mass", in relation to a 
vehicle, means the mass recommended by the 
manufacturer of the vehicle, by specification or 
otherwise, as the maximum laden mass at which 
that vehicle should be operated; 

"manufacturer's maximum rim load", in relation to the 
rim of a tyre, means the load recommended by the 
manufacturer of that rim, by specification or 
otherwise, as the maximum load at which that rim 
should be operated; 

"manufacturer's maximum tyre load", in relation to a 
tyre, means the load recommended by the 
manufacturer of the tyre, by specification or 
otherwise, as the maximum load at which that 
tyre should be operated; 

"non-reactive load sharing suspension system", in 
relation to a vehicle, means a load sharing 
suspension system of an axle group of the 
vehicle in which, due to the application of the 
brakes of that vehicle, there is no transfer of 
vertical loading from one axle of the axle 
group to another axle of that axle group; 
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"overall axle spacing", in relation to -

(a) a rigid motor vehicle or articulated 
vehicle - means the distance between the 
centre of the foremost axle and the centre 
of the rearmost axle of the rigid motor 
vehicle or articulated vehicle; and 

(b) the component vehicles, other than a 
vehicle referred to in paragraph (a), of a 
vehicle combination means the distance 
between the extreme axles of adjacent axle 
groups of the component vehicles; 

"pig trailer" means a trailer fitted with no other 
axle group other than one non-steerable axle 
group; 

"point of articulation", 
means the axis of a 
axis of rotation of 
the vehicle; 

in relation to a vehicle, 
fifth wheel kingpin or the 
a turntable in respect of 

"polarized clear-bore brake coupling" means a brake 
coupling so designed that -

(a) the attachment of one half of the brake 
coupling to the other half of that brake 
coupling can be made in one way only; and 

(b) where the brake coupling halves are 
separated, there is no automatic shut-off 
of pressure or of vacuum in the brake lines 
to which the brake coupling halves are 
attached; 

"pole-type trailer" means a trailer that is attached 
to the towing vehicle by means of a pole, or by 
an attachment fitted to the pole and that is 
ordinarily used for transporting loads such 
as logs, pipes or structural members capable, 
generally, of supporting themselves as beams 
between supports; 

"positive locking type", in relation to an inter-axle 
differential of a vehicle, means a manually 
operated device fitted to the inter-axle 
differential to provide for each axle of the 
tandem driven axle group of the vehicle to be 
positively driven; 

"rear overhang", in relation to a vehicle, means the 
distance measured horizontally and parallel to 
the longitudinal axis of the vehicle between the 
rearmost point of that vehicle and its loading 
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and equipment, if any, and the axle group centre 
of the rearmost axle group of that vehicle, but 
where such an axle group includes -

(a) a retractable axle; or 

(b) a steerable axle, 

in association with axles which are not 
steerable or retractable, the axle group centre 
of the axle group shall be found without regard 
to the presence of the retractable axle or 
steerable axle; 

"retractable axle" means an axle which has a means of 
adjustment to enable it to be raised or lowered 
to substantially vary the mass supported between 
the axles of an axle group; 

"road train" means a vehicle combination, other than 
a twenty metre double combination, of not less 
than 17.metres in length and comprising -

(a) a rigid vehicle hauling one or more 
trailers; or 

(b) an articulated vehicle hauling one or more 
trailers; 

"safety locking system", in relation to the coupling 
pin of a tow coupling, means a device which 
locks the coupling pin so as to prevent the 
involuntary disengagement of the tow coupling, 
and which device can, in its locked position, be 
verified by visual inspection; 

"semi-trailer" means so 
vehicle that is not 
articulated vehicle; 

much 
the 

of an articulated 
prime mover of the 

"side-car" means a car, box or other receptacle 
attached to the side of a motor cycle and for 
the support of which a third wheel is provided; 

"single axle" means an axle group consisting of one 
axle, or 2 axles with axle spacing between 
transverse vertical parallel planes spaced less 
than one metre apart; 

"single-pivot "load sharing suspension system", in 
relation to a tandem axle group, means a load 
sharing suspension system of the tandem axle 
group, designed to allow the springing medium 
of the 2 axles of that tandem axle group to 
pivot about a common centre of rotation; 
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"specification" includes a compliance plate, vehicle 
data plate, catalogue, handbook or other written 
matter issued by or on behalf of a manufacturer 
in respect of a vehicle or a component of a 
vehicle, or plant, machinery or equipment, 
manufactured by him; 

"spring-actuated parking brakes", in relation to a 
hauling unit, means a mechanical system for 
applying the parking brakes of the hauling unit 
through energy stored in springs; 

"steerable axle" means 
vehicle, but not 
mechanism of the 
the course of that 

an axle group fitted to a 
connected to the steering 

vehicle, by means of which 
vehicle may be altered; 

"steer axle" means an axle group connected to the 
steering mechanism of a motor vehicle and 
capable of being used, by the driver of the 
motor vehicle, to direct the course of that 
motor vehicle; 

"tandem axle group" means an axle group of 2 
consecutive axles, of which the axle spacing is 
included between 2 transverse vertical parallel 
planes spaced not less than one metre apart and 
not more than 2 metres apart; 

"tandem driven axle group" means a tandem axle group 
of a motor vehicle in which both axles of the 
axle group are connected to, and driven by, the 
engine of the motor vehicle; 

"tow coupling" means a mechanical assembly 
of which a flexible connection is 
between 2 component vehicles of a 
combination; 

by means 
effected 
vehicle 

"tow coupling overhang", in relation to a vehicle, 
means the horizontal distance from the 
axle group centre of the rearmost axle group of 
the vehicle to the centre line of the towing 
pivot of that vehicle, but where such an axle 
group includes -

(a) a retractable axle; or 

(b) a steerable axle, 

in association with axles which are not steer
able or retractable, the axle group centre 
of the axle group shall be found without regard 
to the presence of the retractable axle or 
steerable axle; 
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"towing attachment", in relation to a vehicle, means 
a device fitted to the vehicle to which the 
drawbar of a trailer may be attached; 

"towing pivot" 
drawbar of 
the towing 
attached to 

means the centre about which the 
a trailer is able to rotate about 

attachment when the trailer is 
the towing attachment of a vehicle; 

"triaxle group" means an axle group of 3 consecutive 
axles, of which the axle spacing of those axles 
located at the extremities of the axle group is 
included between 2 transverse vertical parallel 
planes spaced not less than 2 metres apart and 
not more than 3.2 metres apart; 

"turning circle", in relation to a motor vehicle, 
means the radius of the largest circle formed 
by the motor vehicle when it is being driven 
forward, under full lock, to the right or to the 
the left; 

"turntable" means a coupling device used between a 
semi-trailer and a prime mover or dolly trailer, 
and which includes upper and lower rotating 
elements, and a fifth wheel kingpin, if any; 

"twenty metre double combination" means a vehicle 
combination consisting of an articulated vehicle 
hauling one trailer, the overall length of which 
exceeds 17 metres but does not exceed 20 metres; 

"twin-steer axle group" means a tandem axle group 
consisting of 2 single-tyred steer axles 
connected to the same steering mechanism; 

"tyre section width" means the nominal linear 
distance between the exteriors of the sidewalls 
of an inflated pneumatic tyre; 

"urban route" means a' route specified in a service 
licence within the meaning of the Motor Omnibus 
Regulations or a route specified in a permit 
granted under regulation 7 of those Regulations; 

"vehicle combination" means a motor vehicle with one 
or more trailers attached; 

"wide profile tyre" means 
with a tyre section 
375 millimetres. 
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(2) Unless the contrary intention appears, a 
reference in these Regulations to the visibility of a 
light, or to the capability of a light of illuminating and 
rendering a person in dark clothing easily discernable, is 
a reference to its visibility or that capability, under 
normal atmospheric conditions, during the hours of 
darkness. 

(3) In these Regulations -

(a) the expression "mass supported on a tyre It or 
similar expression means the total mass trans
mitted to the road by the tyre, including the 
mass of the tyre; and 

(b) the expression "mass supported on an axle or on 
an axle group" (whether by reference to a single 
axle, a tandem axle group, a triaxle group, a 
twin-steer axle group, or one axle of an axle 
group) or similar expression, means the total 
mass transmitted to the road by the wheels 
attached to the axle or the axle group, 
including the mass of any wheels, -tyres and 
other attachments or fittings attached or fitted 
to the axle or axles. 

PART 11 - OFFENCES 

5. COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS 

Subject to section 59 of the Act, a person shall not 
drive, or cause or permit to be driven, on a public street 
or in a public place, a vehicle which does not comply with 
a requirement of these Regulations applicable to it. 

Penalty: $1,000 or imprisonment for 6 months. 

6. PARTICULARS RECORDED OR KEPT BY REGISTRAR IN RELATION 
TO MANUFACTURER'S GROSS AXLE LOAD LIMIT, &c. 

For the purposes of a prosecution for an offence 
against these Regulations, the particulars recorded or 
kept by the Registrar, whether by reference to the 
particulars recorded or kept by an officer having duties 
in connection with the registration of vehicles in a 
State or in another Territory of the Commonwealth or 
otherwise, purporting to be -

(a) the manufacturer's gross axle load limit of an 
axle group; 

(b) the manufacturer's gross combination mass of a 
vehicle combination; 

(c) the manufacturer's gross vehicle mass of a 
vehicle; 
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(d) the manufacturer's maximum rim load of a rim of 
a tyre; or 

(e) the manufacturer's maximum tyre load of a tyre, 

shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to be 
that limit, mass, or load, as the case may be. 

PART III - AXLE REQUIREMENTS OF VEHICLES 

7. AXLE REQUIREMENTS OF RIGID MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
TRAILERS 

(1) A rigid motor vehicle shall be supported by -

(a) towards its front end -

(i) a single steer axle; or 

(ii) a twin-steer axle group; and 

(b) towards its rear end -

(i) a single axle; 

(ii) a tandem axle group; or 

(iii) a triaxle group. 

(2) A trailer shall be supported by -

(a) where the trailer is a semi-trailer or pig 
trailer -

(i) a single axle; 

(ii) a tandem axle group; or 

(iii) other than where the pig trailer is a dolly 
trailer, a triaxle group, 

disposed, in the case of the semi-trailer, 
towards the rear end of that semi-trailer; and 

(b) where the trailer is a dog trailer 

(i) towards its front end -

(A) a single steerable axle; or 

(B) a steerable tandem axle group; and 

(ii) towards its rear end -

(A) a single axle; 
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(B) a tandem axle group; or 

(C) a triaxle group. 

8. AXLES IN AXLE GROUP TO BE RELATED TO EACH OTHER 
THROUGH LOAD SHARING SUSPENSION SYSTEM 

(1) Subject to sub-regulations (2) and (3), each 
axle of an axle group of a vehicle shall be related to the 
other axles of the axle group through a load sharing 
suspension system and, for that purpose, each axle of 
that axle group shall use the same springing media. 

(2) An axle group which is a twin-steer axle group 
need not comply with sub-regulation (1). 

(3) A valve to isolate a section of a load sharing 
suspension system which is fully or partially an air 
suspension system shall not be fitted to or used in a 
motor vehicle or trailer other than where -

(a) the fitting or use of such a valve to or in the 
motor vehicle or trailer has been approved; 

(b) the valve is for maintenance purposes only; and 

(c) the control mechanism of that valve is not 
located in the driver's cabin of -

(i) the motor vehicle; or 

(ii) the motor vehicle towing the trailer, 

as the case may be, or within reach of the 
driver of such a motor vehicle when in his 
normal driving position. 

9. SPECIAL DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS OF TWENTY METRE 
DOUBLE COMBINATIONS 

The distance from the point of articulation of a 
component vehicle of a twenty metre double combination to 
the axle group centre of the rearmost axle group of the 
component vehicle shall not exceed 5.5 metres. 

10. AXLES ON HAULING UNITS OF CERTAIN ROAD TRAINS 

A hauling unit shall not be used in a road train with 
a gross combination mass in excess of 42 tonnes unless the 
hauling unit has a tandem driven axle group towards its 
rear end and, if an inter-axle differential is fitted to 
that hauling unit, the inter-axle differential is of the 
positive-locking type. 

13 
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PART IV - MASS LIMITS OF VEHICLES 

11. TYRE AND AXLE MASS LIMITS 

(1) Subject to 
vehicle, other than 
sub-regulation (4) -

sub-regulations (2) and (3), on a 
a motor omnibus referred to in 

(a) the mass carried on a single tyre shall not 
exceed 2.7 tonnes; 

(b) the mass carried on a single axle shall not 
exceed -

(c) 

(i) where the single axle is fitted with single 
tyres - 5.4 tonnes or the manufac turer' s 
gross axle load limit, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(ii) where the single axle is fitted with dual 
tyres or 4 or more single tyres - 9 tonnes; 

the mass carried on a tandem 
not including a twin-steer axle 
not exceed -

axle group, 
group, shall 

(i) where both axles of the tandem axle group 
are fitted with dual tyres - 16.5 tonnes; 

(ii) where one axle of the tandem axle group is 
fitted with dual tyres and the other axle 
of that tandem axle group is fitted with 
single tyres - 12 tonnes; and 

(iii) where both axles of the tandem axle group 
are fitted with single tyres - 10 tonnes; 

(d) the mass carried on a twin-steer axle group 
shall not exceed -

(i) where a load sharing system is fitted to 
the twin-steer axle group - 10 tonnes; and 

(ii) in any other case - 9 tonnes; and 

(e) the mass carried on a triaxle group shall not 
exceed -

(i) where each axle of the triaxle group is 
fitted with dual tyres - 20 tonnes; and 

(ii) where each axle of the triaxle group is 
fitted with single tyres or with a 
combination of single and dual tyres-
15 tonnes. 
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(2) Where a vehicle has one or more axles fitted 
with wide profile tyres having a tyre section width of 
less than 450 millimetres -

(a) the mass supported on such a tyre fitted to a 
single axle shall not exceed the lesser of -

(i) the manufacturer's maximum tyre load; 

(ii) where the single axle is a steer axle -
2.7 tonnes; and 

(iii) where the single axle is not a steer axle -
3.5 tonnes; 

(b) the mass supported on a tandem axle group 
fitted with such tyres on both axles shall not 
exceed 12 tonnes; and 

(c) the mass supported on a triaxle group fitted 
wi th such tyres on each of the 3 axles shall 
not exceed 18 tonnes. 

(3) Where a vehicle has one or more axles fitted 
with wide profile tyres having a tyre section wioth of 
not less than 450 millimetres -

(a) the mass supported on such a tyre fitted to a 
single axle shall not exceed the lesser of -

(i) the manufacturer's maximum tyre load; 

(ii) where the single axle is a steer axle -
2.7 tonnes; and 

(iii) where the single axle is not a steer axle -
3.5 tonnes; 

(b) the mass supported on a tandem axle group 
. fitted with such tyres on both axles shall not 
exceed 14 tonnes; and 

(c) the mass supported on a triaxle group fitted 
wi th such tyres on each of the 3 axles shall 
not exceed 20 tonnes. 

(4) In respect of a motor omnibus operating on an 
urban route approved for the purposes of this sub
regulation -

(a) the mass supported on a single tyre of the motor 
omnibus shall not exceed 3 tonnes; 
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(b) 

(c) 

(5) 
app'l"oved, 
account in 
regulation 
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the mass supported on a single axle, fitted with 
single tyres, of the motor omnibus shall not 
exceed 6 tonnes; and 

the mass supported on a single axle, fitted with 
dual tyres, of the motor omnibus shall not 
exceed 10 tonnes. 

For the purposes of this regulation, unless 
a retractable axle shall not be taken into 
assessing the maximum mass permitted under this 
to be supported on an axle or axle group. 

12. LADEN MASS OF VEHICLES AND VEHICLE COMBINATIONS 

The laden mass of a vehicle or vehicle combination 
shall not exceed -

(a) the sum of the masses permitted by regulation 11 
to be carried by the tyre or axle groups of the 
vehicle or vehicle combination; 

(b) in the case of -

(i) a rigid motor vehicle - the gross vehicle 
mass or the manufacturer's gross vehicle 
mass; or 

(ii) a vehicle combination the gross com-
bination mass or the Illanufacturer' s gross 
combination mass or, in respect of a 
vehicle combination which is a road train, 
the mass determined by the use of the 
formula set out in Schedule 3; or 

(c) in respect of the rigid motor vehicle or 
articulated vehicle of a vehicle combination, or 
the component vehicles of a vehicle combination, 
which has an overall axle spacing within a 
limit specified in Column 1 of the table to this 
regulation - the mass specified in Columm 2 of 
that table opposite that limit so specified, 

whichever is the lesser. 
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Column 1 

Overall axle 
spacing in metres 

Table 

Exceeding Not exceeding 

3.0 
3.25 
3.5 
3.75 
4.0 
4.25 
4.5 
4.75 
5.0 
5.25 
5.5 
5.75 
6.0 
6.25 
6.5 
6.75 
7.0 
7.25 
7.5 
7.75 
8.0 
8.25 
8.5 
8.75 
9.0 
9.25 
9.5 
9.75 

3.25 
3.5 
3.75 
4.0 
4.25 
4.5 
4.75 
5.0 
5.25 
5.5 
5.75 
6.0 
6.25 
6.5 
6.75 
7.0 
7.25 
7.5 
7.75 
8.0 
8.25 
8.5 
8.75 
9.0 
9.25 
9.5 
9.75 

10.0 

Column 2 

Maximum permitted 
laden mass in tonnes 

18.0 
18.9 
19.8 
20.7 
21.6 
22.5 
23.4 
24.3 
25.2 
26.1 
27.0 
27.9 
28.8 
29.7 
30.6 
31.5 
32.4 
33.3 
34.2 
35.1 
36.0 
36.9 
37.8 
38.7 
39.6 
40.5 
41.4 
41.9 

PART V - MAXIMUM LENGTH, HEIGHT AND WIDTH OF VEHICLES 

13. MAXIMUM LENGTH OF VEHICLES 

(1) The length of a vehicle or vehicle combination, 
or part thereof, specified in Column 1 of the Table to 
this sub-regulation, together with its load and equipment, 
if any, shall not exceed the figure specified opposite 
thereto in Column 2 of that Table. 
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Table 

Column 1 

Vehicle or 
vehicle combination 

or part thereof 

Rigid motor vehicle other than 
a motor omnibus 

Forward projection of a rigid 
motor vehicle other than a motor 
omnibus 

Motor omnibus not otherwise 
specified in this· Table 

Motor omnibus having a twin-steer 
axle group towards its front end 
and a tandem axle group towards 
its rear end 

Articulated omnibus 

Pig trailer 

Articulated vehicle 

Articulated vehicle to which is 
attached one trailer 

Articulated vehicle or rigid 
motor vehicle to which are 
attached 2 or more trailers 

Semi-trailer, excluding a 
projection contained within an 
arc having a radius of 
1.9 metres and centred at 
the point of articulation 

Vehicle cOlllbination, other than 
a twenty metre double combination, 
consisting of only one trailer 

18 

Column 2 

Length expressed 
in metres 

12.2 

8.3 plus the amount, 
if any, by which the 
rigid motor vehicle 
exceeds an overall 
length of 11 metres 

12.2 

12.8 

18 

12.2 

17 

33 

50 

12.5 

17 



Motor Vehicles (Standards) Regulations 

(2) A trailer shall not be used in a road train 
where it varies in length by more than 3 metres in 
comparison with any other trailer also used in the road· 
train. 

(3) The length of the trailing section of an 
articulated omnibus, measured from the point of 
articulation to the rearmost point of that trailing 
section, shall not exceed 40% of the distance from the 
axle group centre of the foremost axle group of the 
articulated omnibus to the axle group centre of the 
rearmost axle group of the forward section of that 
articulated omnibus. 

14. MAXIMUM HEIGHT AND WIDTH OF VEHICLES 

(1) Subject to this regulation, the height of a 
vehicle shall not exceed 4.3 metres. 

(2) The height of a motor omnibus with double-decks 
shall not exceed 4.4 metres. 

(3) The height of a trailer with double-deck cattle 
crates shall not exceed 4.6 metres, or, in any case, 
4.4 metres except where -

(a) the trailer is being towed by a hauling unit 
which has a tandem driven axle group towards 
its rear end and, where an inter-axle 
differential is fitted to that hauling unit, the 
inter-axle differential is of the positive
locking type; 

(b) if the trailer is a dog trailer - it has a 
tandem axle group towards its front end and a 
triaxle group towards its rear end; and 

(c) if the trailer is a semi-trailer - it has a 
triaxle group towards its rear end. 

(4) For the purposes of determining the height of a 
vehicle, a vertical exhaust pipe which is attached to the 
vehicle and which does not, when so attached, exceed 
4.5 metres in height above ground level shall not be 
included in the measurement of the height of that vehicle. 

(5) The width of a vehicle shall not exceed 2.5 
metres. 
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PART VI - REAR OVERHANG, DRAWBAR LENGTH, LOADING SPACE, 
PROJECTING LOADING AND GROUND CLEARANCE 

REQUIREMENTS OF VEHICLES 

Division 1 - Rear overhang and Drawbar Length 

15. REAR OVERHANG 

The rear overhang of a vehicle shall not exceed -

(a) in the case of a rigid motor vehicle or a 
trailer having a steerable axle at its front 
end - 60% of the distance from the centre line 
of the foremost axle to the axle group centre 
of the rearmost axle group; 

(b) in the case of a pig trailer - the length of the 
loading space forward of the axle group centre 
of the axle group or 3.2 metres; 

(c) in the case of a semi-trailer - 3.2 metres or 
50% of the distance between the point of 
articul"ation of the semi-trailer and the axle 
group centre of that rearmost axle group of the 
semi-trailer; 

(d) in the case of a rigid motor vehicle having a 
length not greater than 9.5 metres, subject to 
paragraph (a) - 3.2 metres; 

(e) in the case of a rigid motor vehicle having a 
length greater than 9.5 metres, subject to 
paragraph (a) - 3.7 metres; 

(f) in the case of a motor omnibus 
2 axles towards its rear end, 
paragraph (a) - 3.2 metres; and 

not having 
subject to 

(g) in the case of a motor omnibus having 2 axles 
towards its rear end, subject to paragraph (a) -
3.7 metres. 

16. TOW COUPLING OVERHANG 

The tow coupling overhang of a vehicle shall not 
exceed -

(a) in the case of a rigid motor vehicle - 30% of 
the distance from the centre of the foremost 
axle of the rigid motor vehicle to the axle 
group centre of the rearmost axle group of that 
rigid motor vehicle; 
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(b) in the case of a trailer, other than a semi
trailer - 30% of the distance from the axle 
group centre of the foremost axle group of 
the trailer to the axle group centre of the 
rearmost axle group of that trailer; and 

(c) in the case of a semi - trailer - 30~ of the 
distance from the point of articu1atiol'l of the 
semi-trailer to the axle group centre of the 
rearmost axle group of that semi-trailer. 

17. LOCATION OF TOWING PIVOT 

The horizontal distance from the rearmost point of 
the loading space of a vehicle, other than a rigid motor 
vehicle, to the extremity of its towing pivot shall not 
exceed 300 millimetres. 

18. TOWING OF PIG TRAILERS 

A pig trailer shall not -

(a) have provision for a towing attachment at its 
rear end; or 

(b) be towed other than as the rearmost component 
vehicle of a vehicle combination. 

19. DRAWBAR LENGTH 

The length of the drawbar of -

(a) a dolly trailer, or a dog trailer which is part 
of a twenty metre double combination, shall not 
exceed 5 metres or be less than 2 metres; 

(b) a dog trailer other than a dog trailer referred 
to in paragraph (a) - shall not exceed 5 metres 
or be less than 3 metres; and 

(c) a pig trailer - shall not exceed 8.5 metres. 

20. DRAWBAR ANGLE 

The drawbar of a component vehicle of a road train 
shall be such that the longitudinal axis of that drawbar 
or, in the case of a drawbar with a hinge, that portion 
between the hinge and the towing attachment of the vehicle 
towing the component vehicle, does not exceed 5° from the 
horizontal when the road train, laden, is standing on a 
flat, level surface. 
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Division 2 - Loading Space 

21. LOADING SPACE 

(1) Subject to sub-regulation (2), the length of 
loading space of a vehicle, rearward of the line from 
which the rear overhang is measured, shall not exceed -

(a) in the case of a vehicle having a tare mass 
exceeding half its aggregate mass - the length 
of loading space forward of the line from which 
the rear overhang is measured; and 

(b) in any other case - 90% of the length of the 
loading space forward of the line from which the 
rear overhang is measured. 

(2) A vehicle shall be deemed to comply with the 
requirements of sub-section (1) where the tare mass of the 
vehicle is not more than 2 tonnes and the rear overhang of 
that vehicle does not exceed 50% of the distance from the 
centre line of the foremost axle of the vehicle to the 
line from which the rear overhang is measured. 

Division 3 - Projecting Loading 

22. PROJECTING LOADING 

(1) Subject to regulation 23, the loading or equip
ment of a vehicle or vehicle combination, other than a 
motor cycle, shall not project more than 1.2 metres to the 
front or to the rear of the vehicle or vehicle com
bination. 

(2) The loading or equipment of a motor cycle shall 
not project -

(a) beyond the extreme outer edge of the motor 
cycle; 

(b) more than 150 millimetres to the front of the 
outer extremity of the front wheel of the motor 
cycle; and 

(c) more than 300 millimetres to the rear of the 
outer extremity of the rear wheel of the motor 
cycle. 

(3) The loading or equipment of a motor cycle with a 
sidecar shall not project -

(a) beyond the extreme outer edge of the motor cycle 
and sidecar; 
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(b) more than 600 millimetres to the front of the 
outer extremity of the front wheel of the motor 
cycle; and 

(c) more than 900 millimetres to the rear of the 
outer extremity of the rear wheel of the motor 
cycle. 

(4) For the 
"equipment" includes 

purposes of sub-regulation (1), 
the pole of a pole-type trailer. 

23. EXCEPTIONS TO PROJECTING LOADING REQUIREMENTS 

(1) The loading or equipment of a vehicle or vehicle 
combination referred to in regulation 22(1) may project 
more than 1.2 metres to the front or to the rear of the 
vehicle or vehicle combination, where -

(a) the overall length of the vehicle or vehicle 
combination does not exceed the limits specified 
by regulation 13 and applicable to that vehicle 
or vehicle combination; 

(b) there is securely attached to the extreme rear 
of the projecting loading or equipment a red 
flag, or other suitable red object, not less 
than 300 millimetres square in size and clearly 
visible as a warning to other persons of the 
existence of that projecting loading or equip
ment; and 

(c) in respect of the hours of darkness, there is 
securely attached to the extreme rear of the 
projecting loading or equipment -

(i) a lighted lamp showing a clear red light to 
the rear, visible at a distance of 
200 metres; or 

(ii) not less than 2 reflectors capable of 
projecting a red reflection of light from 
the lamp of a following motor vehicle. 

(2) Where the projecting loading or equipment of a 
vehicle referred to in regulation 22(1) complies with the 
requirements of that regulation, but that loading or 
equipment is not readily visible to a person driving a 
motor vehicle following immediately behind that vehicle, 
the driver of that first-mentioned vehicle shall, in 
respect of that loading or equipment, comply with the 
requirements of sub-regulation (1). 
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Division 4 - Ground Clearance 

24. GROUND CLEARANCE 

The ground clearance of a vehicle shall be not less 
than -

(a) for a point along the width of the vehicle which 
is within one metre of an axle - 100 milli
metres; and 

(b) fora mid-point between 2 adjacent axles of 
the vehicle - the resultant figure obtained by 
multiplying the distance in metres between the 2 
axles by 33.33 millimetres. 

PART VII - MAXIMUM MASS AND SPEED OF 
CERTAIN VEHICLES 

25. VEHICLE HAVING NO RUBBER OR PNEUMATIC TYRES 

(1) A vehicle to any wheel of which neither a rubber 
tyre more than 30 millimetres thick nor a pneumatic tyre 
is fitted shall comply with the following requirements: 

(a) the laden mass of the vehicle shall not exceed 
3 tonnes; 

(b) the mass supported on an axle of the vehicle 
shall not exceed 1.4 tonnes; 

(c) the mass in kilograms for each 25 millimetres 
width of tyre, in contact with the ground on 
which the vehicle is standing, on a wheel of 
that vehicle shall not exceed the maximum mass 
in kilograms for each 25 millimetres width of 
tyre, as specified in Schedule 1, for a wheel 
having the diameter of that wheel; and 

(d) the vehicle shall not be driven at a speed 
exceeding 15 kilometres per hour. 

(2) For the purposes of Schedule 1, the mass per 
millimetre width of a tyre shall be determined by dividing 
the number of kilograms comprised in the wheel load on a 
wheel by the number of millimetres comprised in the width 
of tyre on the wheel. 

26. VEHICLE HAVING SOME PNEUMATIC TYRES 

(1) A vehicle to one or more of the wheels of which 
a rubber tyre is or rubber tyres are fitted and to the 
remaining wheels pneumatic tyres are fitted shall comply 
with the following requirements: 

(a) the laden mass of the vehicle shall not exceed 
4 tonnes; 
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(b) the mass supported on an axle of the vehicle 
shall not exceed 1.8 tonnes; 

(c) the mass in kilograms for each 25 millimetres 
width of tyre, in contact with the ground on 
which the vehicle is standing, on a wheel· of 
that vehicle, which is not fitted with a 
pneumatic tyre, shall not exceed the· maximum 
mass in kilograms for each 25 millimetres width 
of tyre, specified according to the thickness of 
the tyre, measured at its thinnest point, as set 
out in Schedule 2, or that specified in 
Schedule 1 for the diameter of the wheel; 

(d) the mass in kilograms for each 25 millimetres 
width of tyre on a wheel of the vehicle shall 
not exceed the maximum mass in kilograms fat' 
each 25 millimetres width of tyre, as specified 
in Schedule 1, for a wheel having a diameter of 
that wheel; and 

(e) the vehicle shall not be driven at a speed 
exceeding 25 kilometres per hour. 

(2) For the purposes of sub-regulation (1), a group 
of co-axial wheels on one side of the centre line of a 
vehicle shall be deemed to be one wheel. 

27. TYRES FILLED WITH WATER 

Tyres which would otherwise be pneumatic tyres but 
which are filled or partly filled with water, whether with 
or .without a chemical additive, shall be regarded for the 
purposes of this Part as rubber tyres. 

28. SPEED CAPABILITY OF ROAD TRAIN 

(1) A road train, whether loaded or unloaded, shall 
be capable, when running on a flat. level surface. of a 
sustained operating speed of 80 kilometres per hour but. 
in any case, not more than 85 kilometres per hour. 

(2) Subject to sub-regulation (3). for the purposes 
of determining the sustained operating speed, referred to 
in sub-regulation (1), of a road train, the formula set 
out in Schedule 4 shall be used. 

(3) Where an approved device is fitted to the 
hauling unit of a road train to govern, in accordance with 
sub-regulation (1). the maximum speed capability of the 
road train. the formula referred to in sub-regulation (2) 
need not be used for determining the sustained operating 
speed, referred to in sub-regulation (1), of that road 
train. 
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PART VIII - BRAKE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES 

29. SERVICE BRAKES OF ROAD TRAIN 

(1) 
component 
pneumatic 
activated 

(2) 
that -

Subject to sub-regulation (4). a wheel on a 
vehicle of a road train shall be braked by a 
brake system, which brake system shall be 

by one foot-operated control valve. 

The brake system of a road train shall be such 

(a) a trailer of the road train is supplied by not 
less than one air reservoir tank and relay 
valve, and the air reservoir tank shall have an 
air capacity which is not less than 4 times or, 
for a trailer manufactured on or after 1 January 
1985, not less than 8 times, the sum of the air 
capacities of all of the brake activation 
chambers supplied by that air reservoir tank; 

(b) the hauling uni t of the road train shall be 
supplied by an air reservoir tank which has an 
air capacity that is not less than 8 times or, 
for a hauling unit manufactured on or after 
1 January 1985, not less than 12 times, the sum 
of the air capacities of all of the brake 
activation chambers supplied by that air 
reservoir tank; 

(c) it is capable, within one minute after 3 full 
brake applications have been completed within a 
10 second period, of increasing the air .pressure 
in each air reservoir tank of the brake system 
to not less than 75% of the air brake test 
pressure of that brake system; 

(d) 15 minutes after the air compressor of the brake 
system has fully pressurized that brake system, 
and without that air compressor again working 
during that period. the air pressure of. the 
brake system is not less than 90% of the air 
brake test pressure of that brake system; 

(e) the pressure within a brake chamber of an axle 
of the road train is, not later than 1.5 seconds 
after a rapid application of the foot-operated 
control valve of that brake system has been 
completed, not less than 65% of the air brake 
test pressure of that brake system; and 

(f) the pressure within a brake chamber of an axle 
of the road train shall, not later than 1.5 
seconds after the release of the foot-operated 
control valve of that brake system, fall from 
95% to 5% of the air brake test pressure of 
that brake system. 
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(3) Where a road train has equipment fitted to it 
which is operated by the air compressor of the brake 
system of the road train, the air compressor shall be of 
such capacity that that brake system complies with the 
requirements of sub-regulation (1) irrespective of whether 
that air compressor is, at the time of operating that 
brake system, also operating that equipment. 

(4) A brake system other than a brake system 
referred to in sub-regulation (1) shall not be used in a 
road train unless it is approved. 

30. BRAKE LINE COUPLINGS OF ROAD TRAIN 

A brake line between 2 component vehicles of a road 
train shall not be connected other than by means of a 
polarized, clear-bore brake coupling. 

31. PARKING BRAKES 

(1) A hauling unit 
actuated parking brakes, 
brakes, to not less than -

shall be fitted with 
or other approved 

spring
parking 

(a) in the case of a hauling unit with 2 axles - one 
of those axles; and 

(b) in the case of a hauling unit with more than 2 
axles - 2 of those axles. 

(2) A spring-actuated parking brake referred to in 
sub-regulation (1) shall be such that -

(a) when it is applied it remains applied, 
irrespective of the leakage or exhaustion of air 
from the brake system of the hauling unit to 
which it is fitted; and 

(b) it cannot be released, unless there is a means 
available for its immediate re-application, 
except by the use of tools at its brake 
actuator. 

(3) A trailer with a tare mass in excess of 500 
kilogrammes shall be provided wi th wheel chocks, or an 
approved mechanical parking brake. 
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PART IX - REQUIREMENTS FOR TOW COUPLINGS, FIFTH WHEEL 
ASSEMBLIES, TURNTABLES, FIFTH WHEEL KINGPINS 

AND DOLLY TRAILERS 

Division 1 - Tow Couplings, Fifth Wheel 
Assemblies, Turntables and Fifth Wheel Kingpins 

32. TOW COUPLINGS 

A tow coupling used to connect 2 component vehicles 
of a road train shall be such that -

(a) where the coupling pin of the tow coupling is 
inserted into the eye bush of the drawbar to 
which it is connected, the clearance between the 
coupling pin and the eye bush, in any position, 
is not less than 4 millimetres; 

(b) the coupling pin of the tow coupling has a 
safety-locking system; and 

(c) on or after 1 January 1985, it complies with the 
requirements of Australian Standard 2213-1978 
"50 mm Pin-Type Couplings for Trailers", as in 
force from time to time. 

33. FITTING OF TOWING ATTACHMENT 

(1) The fitting of a towing attachment to a 
component vehicle of a vehicle combination shall be in 
accordance with the manufacturer of the towing attach
ment's instructions, by specification or otherwise, in 
respect of such fitting. 

(2) The height of a towing attachment, when attached 
to a component vehicle of a vehicle combination, shall be 
in accordance with Australian Standard 2213-1978 "50 mm 
Pin-Type Couplings for Trailers", as in force from time to 
time. 

34. MARKING OF TOWING ATTACHMENT 

(1) Subject to sub-regulation (2), a towing attach
ment manufactured on or after 1 January 1983 shall not be 
used to attach 2 component vehicles of a road train except 
where the towing attachment has stamped on it an 
identifying mark which specifies, or from which can be 
determined, the strength rating of that towing attachment 
as recommended, by specification or otherwise, by the 
manufacturer of that towing attachment. 

(2) A towing attachment referred to in sub
regulation (1) need not comply with that sub-regulation 
where the cross-section width of the shank of the towing 
attachment is not less than 60 millimetres by 65 milli
metres. 
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35. STRENGTH OF FIFTH WHEEL ASSEMBLIES OF VEHICLE 
COMBINATIONS 

A fifth wheel assembly of a component vehicle of a 
vehicle combination shall -

(a) where the gross combination mass of the vehicle 
combination does not exceed 80 tonnes - comply 
with Australian Standard 1773-1975 "Test 
Requirements and Criteria for Fifth Wheel and 
Turntable Assemblies", as in force from time to 
time, in so far as that Australian Standard is 
applicable to 50 mm kingpins referred to in 
Part 1 of Australian Standard 2175-1978 "Fifth 
Wheel Kingpins for Semitrailers and Lowloaders", 
as in force from time to time; and 

(b) where the gross combination mass of the vehicle 
combination exceeds 80 tonnes - be certified by 
the manufacturer of the fifth wheel assembly, by 
specification or otherwise, to be of sufficient 
strength for the gross combination mass of that 
vehicle combination. 

36. INSTALLATION OF FIFTH WHEEL ASSEMBLIES ON ROAD TRAINS 

(1) A fifth wheel assembly of a component vehicle of 
a road train shall be installed in accordance with 
Australian Standard 1771-1975 "Recommendations for 
Installation of Fifth Wheel and Turntable Assemblies on 
Truck Chassis", as in force from time to time. 

(2) The point of articulation on the hauling unit of 
a road train shall, in accordance with Australian Standard 
2174-1978 "Recommendations for Positions and Heights of 
Fifth Wheels for Articulated Vehicles", as in force from 
time to time, be located forward of the axle group centre 
of the rearmost axle group of that hauling unit. 

37. TYPES OF FIFTH WHEELS AND TURNTABLES USED IN VEHICLE 
COMBINATIONS 

(1) Subject to sub-regulation (2), a fifth wheel or 
turntable shall not be fitted to or used in a component 
vehicle of a vehicle combination unless the fifth wheel 
or turntable is of a type recommended in Australian 
Standard 1772-1975 "Recommended Applications for Common 
Types of Fifth Wheel and Turntable Assemblies", as in 
force from time to time. 

(2) A turntable shall not be fitted to or used in a 
component vehicle of a road train unless it is a plate
type turntable (hollow centre), a ball bearing turntable, 
or, where approved, a plate-type turntable (centre boss), 
as illustrated in Australian Standard 1771-1975 
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"Recommendations For Installation of Fifth Wheel and 
Turntable Assemblies on Truck Chassis", as in force from 
time to time . . 
38. MARKING OF FIFTH WHEELS AND TURNTABLES USED IN 

VEHICLE COMBINATIONS 

A fifth wheel or turntable shall not be fitted to or 
used in a component vehicle of a vehicle combination 
unless the fifth wheel or turntable has an identifying 
mark which specifies, or from which can be determined, 
the strength rating for that fifth wheel or turntable as 
recommended, by specification or otherwise, by the 
manufacturer of that fifth wheel or turntable. 

39. STRENGTH OF FIFTH WHEEL KINGPIN USED IN COMPONENT 
VEHICLE OF ROAD TRAIN 

A fifth wheel kingpin shall not be fitted to or used 
in a component vehicle of a vehicle combination unless -

(a) where the gross combination mass of the vehicle 
combination does not exceed 80 tonnes it 
complies with Part 1 of Australian Standard 
2175-1978 "Fifth Wheel King Pins for Semi
trailers and Lowloaders", as in force from time 
to time; and 

(b) where the gross combination mass of the vehicle 
combination exceeds 80 tonnes - it is certified 
by its manufacturer, by specification or other
wise, to be of sufficient strength for the 
gross combination mass of that vehicle 
combination. 

Division 2 - Dollg Trailers 

40. DOLLY TRAILERS USED IN ROAD TRAINS 

A dolly trailer shall not be used in a road train 
except where the dolly trailer is so constructed -

(a) that-

(i) the torque reaction generated in that dolly 
trailer by braking forces is carried 
through that dolly trailer's fifth wheel 
assembly into the semi-trailer to which 
that dolly trailer is attached; 

(ii) the chassis of that dolly trailer is 
attached to the drawbar of that dolly 
trailer through a flexible coupling which 
allows that drawbar to pivot about a 
horizontal axis relative to that chassis; 
and 
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(iii) where that dolly trailer has a tandem axle 
group the tandem axle group has an· 
app.roved non-reactive load sharing 
suspension system; 

(b) tha.t-

(i) the torque reaction generated in that dolly 
trailer by braking forces is transmitted, 
through a tow coupling designed for the 
purpose, into the semi-trailer towing that 
dolly trailer; 

(ii) the drawbar and chassis of that dolly 
trailer are an integral unit and that 
dolly trailer's fifth wheel assembly is 
able to pivot about a horizontal axis; and 

(iii) where that dolly trailer has a tandem axle 
group the tandem axle group has an 
approved single-pivot load-sharing sus
pension system; or 

(c) that-

(i) where that dolly trailer has a tandem axle 
group - the torque reaction generated in 
that dolly trailer by braking forces is 
carried through an' approved suspension 
system fitted to the tandem axle group; and 

(ii) that dolly trailer complies with the 
requirements of paragraph (a)(ii). 

PART X - IDENTIFICATION OF ROAD TRAINS 

41. IDENTIFICATION OF HAULING UNIT OF ROAD TRAIN 

(1) A hauling unit shall not be used in a road train 
except where it has marked on it, adjacent to its com
pliance plate, if any, or at some other position 
specified by the Registrar or an approved person, the 
following particulars: 

(a) the gross vehicle mass; and 

(b) the gross combination mass, 

of that hauling unit. 

(2) A hauling unit shall not be used in a road train 
except where it has an inspection label which is in force. 
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42. IDENTIFICATION OF TRAILERS USED IN ROAD TRAIN 

A trailer shall not be used in a road train unless it 
has marked on its chassis -

(a) the name or trademark of the manufacturer of 
the trailer; and 

(b) a distinguishing serial number, 

and has an inspection label which is in force. 

43. ROAD TRAIN SIGNS 

(1) A road train shall have affixed both to its 
front end and rear end a warning sign consisting of the 
words "Ro.ad Train", which sign ..; 

(a) may be in 2 parts, one part consisting of the 
word "Road" and the other part consisting of the 
word "Train"; 

(b) shall be not less than 1,200 millimetres in 
length and 250 millimetres in width or, where, 
the sign is in 2 parts, each part shall be not 
less than 600 millimetres in length and 2'50 
millimetres in width; 

(c) shall have a yellow reflective background on 
which the words "Road Train" shall appear in 
legible black letters not less than 180 
millimetres in height; 

(d) shall not, in respect of its affixation to the 
front end of the road train, be below the bumper 
bar of the hauling unit of that road train; 

(e) shall not, in respect of its affixation to the 
rear end of the road train, be more than 3 
metres above ground level; and 

(f) shall not be affixed s() as to obscure a light, 
registration plate or safety device of the road 
train. 

(2) A reflective sign of the same size and colours 
as a sign referred to in sub-regulation (1) shall not, 
unless otherwise permitted under a law in force in the 
Territory, be affixed to the front or rear end of a road 
train. 

(3) A warning sign referred to in sub-regulation (1) 
shall not be affixed to a trailer unless the trailer is 
being used as a component vehicle of a road train. 
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PART XI - MISCELLANEOUS 

44. DEFENCE WHERE EXCESS LOADING WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS 

It shall be a defence to a prosecution for an 
offence, to or in relation to a matter the subject of 
regulation 11, 12, 25 or 26, against regulation 5 if the 
person charged with the offence proves that he made or 
caused to be made all reasonable efforts to comply with 
the requirements of that regulation and that the 
respective load limits specified in that regulation-

(a) have not exceeded the manufacturer's recom
mendations, by specification or otherwise, of 
the safe working load for any component; and 

(b) have not been exceeded by more than the lesser 
of -

(i) in the case of a single axle group - 0.5 
tonnes; 

(ii) in the case of an axle group other than a 
single axle group - one tonne; or 

(iii) 10% of the 
combination 
regulation. 

gross vehicle mass or gross 
mass specified in that 

4~. TURNING CIRCLE OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

(1) A motor vehicle, other than an articulated 
omnibus or a vehicle combination, shall not have a turning 
circle greater than 25 metres. 

(2) An articulated omnibus, excluding mirrors and 
signalling devices attached to it, shall be capable of 
moving within a circular track having an inner radius of 
5.3 metres and an outer radius of 12 metres. 

46. INFLATION PRESSURE OF PNEUMATIC TYRES 

Where a vehicle is equipped with a pneumatic tyre, 
the pneumatic tyre shall not be inflated to a pressure 
greater than -

(a) in the case of a pneumatic tyre bearing the mark 
"radial" - 825 kPa; and 

(b) in any other case - 700 kPa. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

Diameter of wheel in metres 

Less than 0.3 of a metre 
Not less than 0.3 of a metre 

and less than 0.6 of a metre 
Not less than 0.6 'of a metre 

and less than 0.9 of a metre 
Not less than 0.9 of a metre 

and less than 1.2 metres 
Not less than 1.2 metres and 

less than 1.5 metres 
1.5 metres or more 

Regulations 25 and 26 

Maximum mass in kilo
grams for each 25 milli
metres width of tyre in 
contact with the ground 

For other For solid 
than pneu- rubber 
matic tyres tyres not 
and solid less than 
rubber tyres 30 mm 
30 mm thick thick 

136 227 

181 272 

227 318 

272 363 

318 363 
363 363 

SCHEDULE 2 

Thickness of tyre in millimetres 

Not less than 30 millimetres and 
than 40 millimetres 

Not less than 40 millimetres and 
than 45 millimetres 

Not less than 45 millimetres and 
than 50 millimetres 

Not less than 50 millimetres and 
than 55 millimetres 

55 millimetres or more 

34 

less 

less 

less 

less 

Regulation 26 

Maximum mass in kilo
grams per millimetre 
width of tyre in 
contact with the 
ground 

272 

295 

318 

340 
363 
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SCHEDULE 3 

Regulation 12(b)(ii) 

The maximum mass at which a road train, fully loaded, 
should start from rest on a 1 in 20 grade, is calculated 
by the formula: 

RTM = K x R x M x T 
G + 1 

where -

RTM = road train mass in kilograms; 

K = drive efficiency constant for the type of drive axle 
fitted to the hauling unit, being -

for a single driven axle 

for a single driven tandem axle group 

for a tandem driven axle group 

for a tri-driven triaxle group 

- 0.055 

- 0.053 

- 0.051 

- 0.047; 

R = overall gear reduction between engine and drive 
wheels; 

M = tyre revolutions per kilometre determined from the 
table to this Schedule, which table gives the 
standard number of revolutions per kilometre to be 
adopted for tyre size used in a component vehicle of 
a road train; 

T = maximum engine net torque in Newton metres; and 

G = maximum grade expressed as a percentage (starting 
ability 10% + operating grade 5% = 15%). 
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Table 

Nominal Revolutions Nominal Revolutions 
tyre per tyre per 
size kilometre size kilometre 

9" x 20" 320 10" x 22" 293 
10" x 20" 310 11" x 22" 286 
11" x 20" 300 12" x 22" 278 
12" x 20" 290 
13" x 20" 280 11" x 24" 275 
14" x 20" 265 12" x 24" 266 

14" x 24" 225 
9" x 22.5" 335 

10" x 22.5" 320 
11" x 22.5" 310 
12" x 22.5" 300 
IS" x 22.5" 290 

SCHEDULE 4 

Regulation 28(2) 

The sustained operating speed of a road train shall be 
calculated by the use of the following formula: 

85 km/h = 60 x L 
AxM 

where -

L = maximum revolutions per minute at which maximum 
engine power is developed in the hauling unit of the 
road train; 

A = overall gear reduction between engine and drive 
wheels giving highest road speed of road train; and 

M = tyre revolutions per kilometre determined from the 
table to Schedule 3. 
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