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(f) Issuing stock certificates and, as often as' 
occasion requires, reinscribing stock and re-
issuing such certificates; _ 

(g) Omducting generally all business connected 
with such stock. 

All such regulations, on being published in the Gazette, 
shall be valid in law. 
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8. The Treasurer shall, within thirty days after the .Matters to be 

first meeting of Parliament in any year, lay before both f?P~rted to 
Houses of Parliament a report showing, with respect to ar ament. 
the financial year then last past, full particulars of every 
creation and inscription of Government Inscribed Stock 
and the terms and conditions thereof, together with 
copies of all agreements with any bank and all regulations 
made under the authority of this· Act. 

9. Nothing in this Act, and nothing done under Saving 
this Act shall- cla.use. 

(a) Authorise an increase in the authorised amount 
of any loan; or 

(b) Except by agreement abridge or in any way 
affect the rights or remedies which any person 
would have had against the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund or otherwise if this Act had 
not been passed. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

11 Geo. V. 
No.H. 

An Act to Amend "The Local Authorities Acts, 
1902-1917," in certain plJ,rticulars. THE 

LOCAL 

[ASSENTED TO 4TH JANUARY, 1921.J AUTHORITIES 
ACTS B E it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, AMENDMENT 

b d 'tl 1 d' d f tl L . ACT OF 1920 yan WIlt le a VIce an consent 0 le egls- . 
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of Queensland in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :-

1. This Act may be cited as " The Local Authorities Short title 
Acts Amendment Act of 1920," and shall be read as one and t t' 

with *"The Local Authorities Acts, 1902-1917," herein~~n:c~c lon 
collectively referred to as the Principal Act. 

* 2 Edw. VII. No. 19 and amending Acts, supra, pages 1860 et 86Q., 5653, 
5918, 8304,. 
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2. In paragraph (d) of subsection one of section HA 
of the Principal Act the words "one-fifth" are repealed 
and the words "ten per centum" are inserted in lieu 
thereof. 

3. The following amendments are made in section 
twelve of the Principal Act :-.-

(1.) In the first paragraph of subsection one, after 
the words "composed of" the ''.lord" "a Mayor and" are 
inserted. 

The following provisions are added to the said sub-
section:- . 

"The Chairman in the case of a Town or City shall 
be called" The Mayor." 

"The Mayor shall not be assigned to any ward. He 
shall be a member and an alderman by virtue of his 
office." 

(2.) In the first paragraph of subsection two, after 
the words" composed of" the words "a Chairman and" 
are inserted. 

The following provision is added to the said suh
section :-

"The Chairman shall not he assigned to any division. 
He shall be a member and a councillor by virtue of his 
office." 

Amendment 4. The following amendments are made in section 
of s. 14. fourteen of the Principal Act:-

In the first paragraph, t,he words "male person of 
the age of twenty-one years who is a natural-born or 
naturalised subject of His Majesty, and who is a rate
payer of an Area, and" are repealed and the words 
"elector of any Area within Queensland who" are inserted 
in lieu thereof; also, the words "a member of the Local 
Authority of such Area" are repealed and the words 
"Chairman or a member of the Local Authority of any 
Area within Queensland" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

The second, third, and fourth paragraphs are 
repealed and the following provision is inserted in lieu 
the~t'of :-

"At any election a person shall not be qualified to 
be a candidate for the office of Chai:r;man and also for the 
office of ordinary member, and a person shall not be 
qualified to be a candidate for the office of Chairman at 
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any election to fill an extraordinary vacancy in that office 
if and so long as he is a member of the same Local 
Authority, nor unless, having been such member on the 
occurrence of such vacancy, he has resigned the office of 
member within three clear days after the day on which 
such vacancy occurred." 
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5. Section 15A of the Principal Act is repealed and Repeal of 
the following section is inserted in lieu thereof :_ Ill. 15A. 

[15A.] (1.) Subject to this Act, the Chairman and Tenure of 
every other member shall hold office for three years. C~:i~~~n or 

(2.) The office of Chairman or a member shall- memgers. 
(a) Commence on the day of his election or appoint-

ment thereto; 
(b) Become vacant at the conclusion of the next 

triennial election under this Act unless sooner 
vacated as hereinafter provided. 

(3.) Whenever at the triennial election a poll has 
become unnecessary in respect of any candidate, and the 
Returning Officer has duly declared him to be elected, 
he shall not be entitled to act as Chairman or member, 
as the case may be', until the conclusion of that election. 

(4.) In case of a vacancy arising from any causeEx~ra. 
except triennial retirement as hereinbefore provided, the ~:~:::;.~s. 
Chairman or member elected or appointed to fill such 
yacancy shall be deemed to have been elected or appointed 
at the same time as the last occupant of the office who was 
elected or appointed otherwise than to fill an extraordinary 
vacancy. 

6. Mter paragraph (iii.) of subsection one of sectiOnAmen~ent 
sixteen of the Principal Act, the following paragraphs are of s. 16. 

inserted :-
(iv.) In the case of a member, if he is appointed 

to be Chairman as hereinafter provided on the 
occasion of an extraordinary vacancy in the 
office of Chairman; or 

~v.) If he ceases for any reason to hold office before 
the day on which the office would ordinarily 
become vacant. 

7 .. Sections seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, and twenty Amendment' 
of the Principal Act are repealed and the following sections of ss. 17 to 20. 

are inserted in lieu thereof :- . 
[ 17.] The Ohairman shall be elected by the electors Voters. 

of the Area. 
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One vote 
only. 
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H the Area is not divided, the other members shall 
be elected by the electors of the Area. H the Area is 
divided, the other members shall be elected for each 
division by the electors of such division. 

[18.] (1.) At any election or poll under or for the 
purposes of this Act, each elector shall have one vote 
on]y. 

(2.) The voting shall be by ballot. 
(3.) The election or poll shall be held on a Saturday. 

Voters' Roll [19.] (1.) In every Area on or before the twenty-fourth 
day of January in every third year, the Returning Officer 
shall cause to be prepared from the Electoral Roll or Rolla. 
of the District or Districts within which the Area or 
division, as the case. may be, is situated, a correct alpha
betical roll, hereinafter called the Voters' Roll, showing 
the names, numbered in regular arithmetical order, of all 
electors enrolled upon the said Electoral Roll or Rolls up 
to the immediately·preceding thirty-first day of December 
who are entitled to vote at elections in the Area or 
division, as the case may be. Such Voters' Roll, without
any amendment, shall be the Voters' Roll to be used at 
such triennial election: 

Provided that the Voters' Roll to be uf:1ed at the 
election in July, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one, shall show the names of all electors enrolled" 
upon the said Electoral Roll or Rolls up to the imme .. 
diately preceding thirty-first day of March who are 
entitled to vote at elections in the Area or division as 
the case may be. 

Electoral Registrars throughout the State shall~ 
upon the application of a Returning Officer under this 
Act, place their rolls, and all papers, documents, and 
information in their possession at the disposal of such 
Returning Officer, and shall advise and furnish such 
assistance to such Returning Officer as may be reasonably 
required to facilitate the preparation of Voters' Rolls. 

(2.) The said Voters' Roll shall be in the form pre
scribed for the said Electoral Rolls. 

(3.) The Returning Officer shall deliver the Voters~ 
Roll to the clerk, Who shall forthwith cause the same to 
be printed or written in a roll or book, and, in the event 
of it becoming necessary to take a poll on any question 
or election of a Chairman or a member or members, 
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shall furnish copies to any person requiring them on the 
payment of a sum not exceeding one shilling for every 
copy t.hereof. 

(4.) The Voters' Roll used at the triennial election 
shall, after the conclusion of that election, remain in 
force and be used at all elections and polls until a new 
Voters' Roll is prepared in like manner. But for the 
purposes of any extraordinary election or poll held on 
any day other than the day of the triennial election the 
said Voters' Roll shall be amended so as to comprise the 
names of all persons who are electors and whose names 
have been enrolled as such, in the case of an extraor
dinary election, not later than sixty clear days before 
the day of nomination for such election, or, in the case of 
a poll, not later than sixty clear days before the day on 
which the poll is to be taken. 

[20.] (1.) The first Chairman and other members 
shall be elected. 
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The election shall be held on fmch Saturday in the FirB~ 
month of July, one thousand nine hundred and twenty_electiOn. 
one, or, in the case of a newly constituted Area, on a 
Saturday within three months after the date of the Order Triennial 
in Council constituting the Area as the Governor in elections. 
Council by Order in Council appoints. 

The Chairman and members in office on the first day 
of January, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one, 
shall retain office until the conclusion of such first 
election. 

(2.) An election of the Chairman and members shall 
be held on such Saturday within the first twenty-four 
days of March in every third year after the first election 
as the Returning Officer appoints. 

(3.) At such first election and every subsequent 
triennial election the Chairman and the whole number of 
members shall be elected. 

(4.) The rules, forms, and directions contained in the Rules as to 
Third Schedule to this Act shall, as to. all m~tters to. which ~:h~~~:·III. 
they extend, regulate the proceedings III relatIOn to 
elections held in pursuance of this Act. 

[20A.] The Chairman or any other member mayRflsignations. 
resign his office by writing under his hand, addressed to 
the clerk; and such resignation shall be complete and shall 
take effect from the time when it is received by the clerk. 
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[20B.] (1.) Save as hereinafter provided, when any 
extraordinary vacancy arises in the office of member 
(other than the Chairman) a separate election shall be 
held to fill such vacancy: 

Provided that, if such extraordinary vacancy occurs 
within four months before the next triennial election, such 
extraordinary vacancy shall not be filled up. 

Such election may be held on the same day as an 
election to fill any other extraordinary vacancy in the 
Local Authority or in the representation of the same 
division. 

Such election shall be held on such Saturday, being 
not less than twenty and not more than fifty clear days 
after the occurrence of such vacancy, as the Returning 
Officer appoints, and in-default of such appointment on 
the thirty-first day after the occurrence of such vacancy. 

Elect~on or (2.) When an extraordinary vacancy arises in the 
appo~tment office of Chairman within two years after his election 
of ChaIrman. 

thereto, a separate election shall be held to fill the vacancy. 
In other cases when an extraordinary vacancy arises 

in the office of Chairman, the Local Authority shall 
appoint a qualified person to be Chairman in his stead, 
who, subject to this Act, shall hold office for the 
remainder of the period for which his predecessor was 
elected. 

The vacancy shall be filled at a special meeting of 
the Local Authority to be called by the clerk forthwith. 

The clerk shall be chairman at such special meeting. 
(3.) If a sitting member is appointed to be Chairman 

as hereinbefore provided to fill an extraordinary vacancy, 
he shall forthwith be deemed to have vacated his office 
as member, whereupon an extraordinary vacancy in that 
office shall arise. 

Repeal of 8. Sections thirty-two, thirty-three and thirty-four, 
ss. 32 to 34A. and section 34A of the Principal Act are repealed and the 

following sections are inserted in lieu thereof :-
Chairman 
may 
authorise 
certain 
works, &c. 

[32.] (1.) The Chairman may, unless otherwise directed 
by By-law or by resolution of the Local Authority, 
authorise any work which in his opinion is urgent. at 
a cost not exceeding twenty pounds or such higher limit 
as the Local Authority may determine. 

(2.) The Chairman shall give effect to any By-law, 
resolution, minute, or report which has been passed or 
adopted by the Local Author:ty. 
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[33.] (1.) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting Meetings . 

.of the Local Authority at which he is present, and if he is 
~bsent another member shall be elected at the meeting to 
be chairman during the absence of the Chairman from the 
meeting. 

. (2.) If an extraordinary vacancy has arisen in the 
.office of Chairman, the members present at any meeting, 
-other than a special meeting called for the election of 
-Chairman, shall elect from amongst themselves a member 
-to be and act as deputy chairman pending the filling of 
such vacancy. 

9. The following provisions are added to section Amendment 
forty-seven of the Principal Act :_ oh. 47. 

"The Governor in Council may by the regulations 
provide for-

(~.) The grant of certificates of competency to 
persons desirous of obtaining appointment as 
clerk of a Local Author~ty ; 

(ii.) The qualifications necessary for the grant of 
such certificates and the authorIty by whom 
the same shall be granted." 

10. In section fifty-five of the Principal Act, the Amendment; 
words" one-fourth of the total number of the ratepayers" of s. 55. -

:are,# repealed and the words "ten per cen-tum of the 
.electors" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

11 After section one hundred and seventy of the 
:Principal Act the following section is inserted ;-

[170A..] When it appears to the Local Authority Houses unfit 

that an'y house or other structure or any part of any for t' 
. • occupa IOn. 
house or other structure, by reason of Its filthy or 
dilapidated condition or improper construction, or by 
reason of its being infepted or suspected to be infected 

- with disease,or otherwise, is unfit to be used or occupied, 
the Local Authonty may give notice in writing to the 
owner or occupier of such house or structure to purify or 
repair or alter the same so as to render it fit for use and 
-()ccupation, or to cause the house or structure to be 
pulled down or destroyed. 

If the person to whom the notice is given fails to
(}omply therewith within the time therein specified, he 

-shall be liable to a daily penalty not exceeding ten 
shillings for each day during which such failure 
continues. 

E 
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Moreover~ upon such failure as aforesaid to comply 
with such notice, whether such notice was to purify or 
repair or alter or pull down or destroy, the Local 
Authority may cause the house or structure to be pulled 
down or destroyed, and may recover from the person in 
default the expenses incurred by it in so doing. 

12. In paragraph (vi.) of section one hundred and 
ninety-three of the Principal Act the word " orphanage'~ 
is repealed and the words "institution approved and 
licensed under *" The State Children Act oj 1911"" are 
inserted in lieu thereof. 

Amendment 13. In subsection one of section one hundred and 
of 8. 195. ninety-five of the Principal Act, after the words "rateable 

land" the words "(including land beld from the Crown 
under perpetual lease tenure, and land held from the 
Crown under special lease under section one hundred and 
seventy-nine of t" The Land Act of 1910," and land held 
from the Crown under any tenure by the terms of which' 
the occupier is bound to eradicate and destroy noxious 
weeds or plants on the land and the rent payable for the 
year in which the valuation is made is accordingly a quit 
rent or nominal rent and an estate in fee-simple in the 
land cannot be acquired)" are inserted. 

In subsection three of the said section the words 
"next hereinafter" are repealed and the words " herein 
otherwise" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

Amendment 14. In subsection four of section two hundred and 
of s. 209. nine of the Principa.l Act the words "six pence" are 

repealed and the ,vords "one shilling" are inserted in lieu 
thereof. 

Amendment 15. The following provision is added to subsection 
of s. 210. one of section two hundred and ten of the Principal 

Act :--
"Provided that in Cit'es and Towns the Local 

Authority may make and levy a General Rat~ less in 
amount, in respect of farm land which is not in demand 
for building sites or residential areas, and of which at 
least one-half the available area is annuallv cultivated 
or otherwise used for purposes of food production, than 
the General Rate made and lev~ed on other lands, but no 
such General Rate in respect of snch farm land shall be 
less than one halfpenny in the poun4." 

2 Geo. V. No. 11. 8upra, rage 5076. 
t 1 Geo. V. No. 15, supra, pa"e E775. 
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16. The following subsection is added to section two Amendm&Ilt 
hundred and twenty-six of the Principal Act :_ . of 8. 226. 

(6.) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, 
a. I.Jocal Authority is hereby empowered, in any case 
where it thinks proper to do so, to remit and wholly 
discharge any Rates made and levied under this Act in 
respect of any land for the payment of which any person 
is or may be or become liable who is an incapacitated 
returned soldier or sailor or is a sufferer from an 
industrial disease as defined bv *" The Workers' Oom
pensation Acts, 1916 to 1918," or any Act amending or in 
~ubstitution for the same, or is in receipt of an invalid or 
old-age pension under any law of the Commonwealth 
relating to such pensions. 

17. The following provision is added to section two Amendment 
hundred and seventy-seven of the Principal Act:- of s. 277. 

"Provided further that in the event of anymoney 
borrowed, pursuant to the provisions of this Subdivision, 
proving to be inadequate to complete the works or under
taking in respect of which the same was borrowed, the 
Minister, if satisfied that such inadequacy arose owing to 
circumstances beyond the control of the Local Authority, 
may certify accordingly; whereupon the Local Authority 
shall, upon a resolution for borrowing money, be at 
liberty to borrow such further sum as may i be necessary 
without complying with the procedure prescribed by this 
Subdivision as preliminary to such borrowing or any poll 
of electors in that behalf." . 

18. Sections two hundred and seventy-eight and 
two hundred and seventy-nine of the Principal Act are 
repealed, and the following sections are inserted in lieu 
thereof :- . " 

[278.] At any time within one month after the lastRequestfor 
publica tiQn of the notice of a proposition to borrow Pt °kll to be a en. 
money, any electors in the Area or in the part to be 
specially benefited, as the case maybe, b~ing not less 
than ten per centum of the electors of the Area or such 
part may, by writing under their hands deltvered to the 
Returning Officer, require that the question whether the 
money shall be borrowed shall be submitted to the vote 
of the electors in the Area or of mch part. 

[279.] When such demand has been made, a poll Takinci of 
shall be taken of the electors of the area. ~r part to be poll. 

I 

* 6 Geo. V. No. 35 and amending Acts, supra, page 874;5. 
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specially benefited, as the case may be, on a day to be 
fixed by the Returning Officer, not being less than 
twenty-eight nor more than forty-two clear days after 
the delivery of such demand, notice of which shall be 
published at least twice in some newspaper. 

The question to be stated on the ballot-papers to be 
used at the taking of such poll shall be in the form 
following, that is to say,-

o FOR THE LOAN. 

o AGAINST THE LOAN. 

Amendmenll 19. (1.) In the first paragraph of section two hundred 
of :2::6 and eighty-six of the Principal Act the words "the rate
an • payers rated as owners of rateable land and having not 

less than one-third of all the votes. of the ratepayers so 
rated within" are repealed and the words" any number 
of electors not being less than ten per centum of all the 
electors of-" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

In the second paragraph of the said section the words 
"the ratepayers rated as owners of rateable land and 
ha ving not less than one-third of all the votes of the 
ratepayers so rated within" are repealed and the words 
"any number of electors not being less than ten per 
centum of all the electors of" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

(2.) In section two hundred and eighty-nine of the 
Principal Act the words" ratepayers rated as owners of 
rateable land having in the aggregate twenty votes in" 
are repealed and the words "number of electors not 
being less than ten per centum of the electors of " are 
inserted in lieu thereof; also, the words "ratepayers 
rated as aforesaid in" are repealed and the words" electors 
of " are inserted in lieu thereof. 

20. After section two hundred and ninety-six of the 
Principal Act the following section is inserted :-

Application [296A.] Notwithstanding any of the provisions of 
fA or Tra:mhway this Part of this Act, it shall not be compulsory for a 

reawlt out L 1 A th' J. L 1 A h . . h petition. oca u onty or omt oca ut onty to awaIt t e 
presentation of a petition in that behalf before proceeding 
to make application to the Governor in Council for the 
comtitution of a Tramway Area under this Act. 

A Local Authority or .J oint Local Authority may 
without such petition make application to the Governor 
in Council for the constitution of a Tramway Area under 
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this Act. Every such application shall be accompanied 
, by the particulars and documents required by section 
two hundred and eighty-eight of this Act to accompany 
a petition; and the Governor in Council may deal with 
any such application and exercise the powers conferred 
upon him with respect thereto by this Subdivision of this 
Part of this Act as if such application had been made 
consequent upon a petition"-in t,hat behalf. 
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21. Sections two hundred and ninety-eight and three Repeal of 
hundred an~forty-one of the Pr~ncipal Act are repealed. 3~r8 and . 

22. The follo,ving consequential amendments are Conse~ 
d . th Pri' . I A t guentlal ma e III e nClpa c;- amend-

!U9nts. 
(i.) In section three t,he words "Subdivision 11.- Amendment 

Qualification of M embers" are repealed and the words of s. 3. 

"Subdivision 11.--Q'ualification and Election of Chairman' 
and .1.lIembc':"s" are inserted in lieu thereof; also, the 
words "Subdivision lIl.-Retirements and Vacancies" 
and the words" Subdivision V.-Qual~fication of TT oters" 
and the' words " PART IV.-,-:BJLECTION OF MEMBERS" are 
repealed. 

(ii.) Subsections three and four of section five are Amendment 
repealed. of s. 5. 

(iii.) The following amendments are made in section Amendment 
Roven ;_' of s. 7. 

(a) After the definition of " DIvision" the following 
definitions are inserted :-

" " Elections Act "-* "The Elections Act of 1915" Elections 
and any Act amending or in substitution for Act. 
that Act; 

" Elector" -A person resident in the Area or Elector. 
division or part of the Area in question, and 
whose name is enrolled on nn electoral roll 
compiled pursuant to the Elections Act III 

respect of such re8idence qualification; 
, "Electoral registrar"-The person a ppoin ted to Ele?toral 

perform in an Electoral district~ or divi sion of regIstrar. 
such district, the duties imposed on electoral 
registrars by the Elections Act."" 

(b) The definition of "Naturalised Subject" is re
pealed. 

* 6 Gee. V. No. 13, 8upra, page 6779. 
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(c) In the definition of "Open to inspection" the 
word" ratepayer" where it first occurs is repealed and 
the word " elector" is inserted in lieu thereof; also the 
words "a ratepayer" are repealed and the \-\ ord<:: "an 
elector" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

Amendment (iv.) In section HA the. word "ratepayers" wher
of s. llA. ever it occurs is repealed and the word "electors" IS 

inserted in lieu thereof. 

Amendment 
of cross
heading 
above s. 14. 

Subsect,ion three of the said section is repealed. 
(v.) The cross-heading" Subdivision II.~Qualification 

of .1.1/ embers" preceding section fourteen is repealed a.nd 
the cross-heading "Subdivision 11. -Qualification and 
Election of Oh airman and M embers" js inserted in lieu 
thereof. 

Amendment (vi.) The cross-heading "Subdivision III.-Retire
h~::~' ments and Vacancies" preceding section seventeen is 
above s.p. repealed. 
Amendment (vii.) In section 22A the word "ratepayers" is 
of s. 22A. repealed and the word "electors" is inserted in lieu 

Amendment 
of s. 23. 

Repeal of 
ss. 24,25, 
and 27. 

Repeal of 
ss. 28 to 31. 

Amendment 
of s. 142. 

Amendment 
of s. 142A. 

thereof. 
In paragraph (a) of the said section, the words " All 

the" are repealed and the words " The Chairman and 
all other" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

In paragraph (b) of the said section, before the word 
"members" the words "Chairman and all other" are 
inserted. 

(viii.) In subsection one of section twenty-three 
before t,he word "member" the words " Chairman or" 
are inserted; also, the word" ratepayers" is repealed and 
the word "electors" is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(ix.) The cross-heading "Subdivision V.-Qualifica
tion of Voters" preceding section twenty-four is repealed .. 
Sections twenty-four, twenty-five, and twenty-seven are 
repealed. 

(x.) Part IV. ("Election of Members") comprised in 
sections twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one, 
is repealed. 

(xi.) In section one hundred and forty-two the word 
"ratepayer" is repealed and the word "electors" is 
inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xii.) In section 142A the word "ratepayers" is 
repealed and the word "electors" is inserted in lieu 
thereof. 
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(xiii). In section one hundred and eighty-eight the Amendment 

words "resident ratepayer" are repealed and the word of s. 188. 

~, elector" is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xiv.) In section 214A the word" ratepayers" where Amendment 

it twice occurs is repealed and the word" electors" is of s. 214A. 

respectively imerted in lieu thereof; also, the words 
"the petitioners" are repealed and the words "such 
{}f the petitioners as are ratepayers" are inserted in 
lieu thereof. 

(xv.) In subsection four of section two hundred and Amendment 

fifty-five the words "a ratepayer" are repealed and the of s. 255. 

words "an elector" are inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xvi.) In subsection one of section two hundred and Amendment 

fiftY-Eix the word "ratepayers" is repealed and the word of s. 256. 

~, electors" is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xvii.) In subsection five of section two hundred and Amendment 

fifty-seven the word "ratepayer" is repealed and the of 8. 257. 

word" elector" is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xviii.) In subsection (ix.) of section two hundred and Amendment 

sixty-five the word "ratepayers" where it t,vice occm:s of s. 265. 

is repealed and the word" electors" is respectively inserted 
in lieu th ereof. 

(xix.) In section two hundred and sixty-eight the Amendment 

words" ratepayers rated as owners of rateable land" are of s. 268. 

repealed and the words "electors of the Area" are 
inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xx.) In section two hundred and ninety the words Amendment 

'" ratepayers rated as aforesaid in" are repeal€d and the of s. 290. 

words" electors of " are inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xxi.) Section two hundred and ninety-one of the Repeal of 

Principal Act is repealed. s.29l. 
, 

(xxii.) In section t·wo hundred and ninety-six the Amendment 

words" ratepayers rated as aforesaid" are repealed and of s. 296. 

the word "electors" is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xxiii.) In S11 bsecti on four of section three hundred Am,mdment 

and forty-three the wordR "value of the rateable land of s. 343. 

within" are repealed and the words "number of electors 
of " are inserted in lieu thereof. 

In subsection six of the said section the words "rate
payer or ratepayers" are repealed and the words "elector 
or olectors"are inserted in lieu thereof. 
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(xxiv.) In the last paragraph of section three
hundred and forty-four the wordf:! "ratepayer or rate
payers" are repealed and the words "elector or electors"" 
are inserted in lieu thereof. 

(xxv.) ScheduleIII. is repealed, and the following: 
Schedule is inserted in lieu thereof:-

Third Schedule. 

RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS. 

1. In these Rules "Presiding Officer" means the Returning 
Officer or other person duly appointed to preside and take the poll 
at any polling-place at an election under this Act, or the SUbstitute
duly appointed of either. 

2. At every election the clerk shall by virtue of his office
be the Returning Officer. 

3. The clerk and every person appointed a deputy returning
officer, presiding officer, or poll clerk shall, before he enters on the
duties of his office, in connection with an election, make and' 
subscribe a solemn declaration before some justice in the prescribed: 
form. -

And such justice shall transmit the declaration so made by the
first convenient opportunity to the Local Authority. 

4. (1.) For the purposes of every election, the Returning: 
Officer shall from time to time appoint and cancel polling-places, 
but so that if the Area is divided there shall be always one polling
place at the least in every division for which the election is held ~ 

Provided that no such appointment shall be valid unless. it is 
made three clear days, and no such cancellation shall be valid 
unless it is made six clear days, before the day of nomination for· 
the election. 

(2.) No polling-place shall be appointed in a house or place
licensed or registered for the sale of fermented or spirituous liquors_ 

(3.) A polling-place may be appointed outside of the Area or
division for which the election is held. 

5. The Voters' Roll, with all corrections and erasures thereof 
or therefrom made pursuant to this Act, shall be the roll of electors. 
entitled to vote in the Area or division at all elections and shall,. 
except as by this section is provided, be conclusive evidence of the
title of every person therein named to vote: 

Provided as follows:-. 
( a ) No female elector shall be disqualified from voting· under

the name appearing on such roll merely because she
has changed her surname upon marriage; 

(b) Any person whose name appears on such roll at the· 
time of an election and who is then subject to any of 
the disqualifications mentioned in section eleven of the; 
Elections Act shall be disqualified from voting; 

(c) Any elector who claims to vote, if still resident in an 
Area or division, as the case may be, shall be entitled 
to vote notwithstanding· that he has changed his place 
of residence to another in the same Area or division. . . 
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(d) When any person claims a vote at an election and it is 
found that, in eonsequence of mistaken identity and 
through no fault of himself, his name has been erased 
from the Voters' Roll for that Area or division, as the 
case may be, such person, upon making a statutory 
declaration that he is the person whose name has been 
wrongly erased, shall be permitted to vote. 
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6. The returning officer shall give public notice of such electi&n III toWJl, 
by advertisement in some newspaper. 

The notice shall specify a day, not less than ten nor more 
than twenty-one days after the publication of the notice of election 
as the day of nomination, and a day not less than seven nor more 
that twenty-eight days after the day of nomination as the day on 
which the poll shall be taken, and shall require the ,candidates at 
such election to be nominated in manner hereinafter mentioned at 
some place within the Area to be named in the notice: 

Provided that if the office of the Local Authority is situated 
outside the Area such office may be named as the place 'of 
nomination,. ' 

7. (1.) In order that a person may be or become a candidate Modeof 
at an election, he must be nominated by not less than six electors nomination. 
of the Area, or division, as the case may be, entitled to vote, in 
manner following, that is to say:-Before noon on the day of 
nomination there shall be delivered to the returning officer, at the 
place appointed by the notice, who shall if required give a receipt 
for the same, a nomination paper naming such person as a candidate 
at such election, and signed by the persons nominating him, in the 
following form:-

We, the undersigned eleetors of the Town [or City or Shire] [or of Ward 
No. of . the Town .( or City) or Division No. of the 
Shire] of , hereby nominate fstating christian and surname], • 
of , for the offiee of Chairman or member] of the Council of the 
said Town [or City or Shire or of the said Ward or Division, as the lJase may 
bel} [in t,he case of an extraordinary vacancy, ada, in the plaee of A.B., 
deeeased, or as the case maybe]. . 

Dated the day of ,19 . 

[Here are to follow the Signatures.] 

(2.) No person who is not so nominated shall be or be deemed 
to be a candidate at the election: 

Provided that no nomination paper shall be rejected for any 
mere formal defect or errQr therein, if the returning officer is 
satisfied that the provisions of this Act have been substantially 
complied with. 

(3.) If the returning officer is satisfied that the provisions of 
this Act with respect to a nomination paper have been substantially 
complied with, he shall make and sign at the foot of the nomination 
paper a certificate in the form following, or to the like effect:-

I, the undersigned Returning Officer at and for the above:iJ.amed Election, Certifica.te of 
do hereby certify that I received this nomination at [name of place where returning 
received], this day of ,19 ,and that the provisions officer. 
of "The Local Authorities Acts, 1902 to 1920," with respect 10 it have been 
complied with. 

(Signed) A.B., 

Returning Officer. 
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But no such certificate shall be construed to qualify any person 
to be a candidate or to sign the nomination paper who is not quali
fied to be a candidate or to sign the same, or to validate any 
signature thereto which is false or forged. 

IMurning 8. The returning officer shall at all times, between the hours 
ofticerto of nine o'clock in the forenoon and four o'clock in the afternoon 
post names 01 h d b h" f h bl' t' fIt' candidates. upon eac ay etween t e glVlllg 0 t e pu IC no lCe 0 an e ec Ion 

Nomination 
of in· 
capacitated 
persons. 

and the day of nomination named therein, keep posted, outside the 
'place of nomination, the names of all persons who have already 
become candidates at such election. 

9. Every person who--
(i.) Procures himself to be nominated as a candidate for the 

office of Chairman or member knowing himself to be 
under the provisions of this Act incapable of being or 
continuing Chairman or a member; or 

(ii.) Knowingly signs a nomination paper nominating or 
purporting to nominate as a candidate for such office a 
person incapable of being or continuing Chairman or. 
a member; or 

(iii.) Knowing that he is not an elector, signs a nomination 
paper nominating or purporting to nominate any person 
as a candidate at such election; 

shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
fifty pounds. 

Result if only 10. If the number of persons who are duly nominated as 
nfmbeJ to I>e '~~llldidates at any election does not exceed the number to be elected, 
~:~ti~ateO. the returning officer shall, on the day of nomination or as soon 

Result if 
more 
nominated 
than to be 
elected. 

Time may be 
extended in 
Shires. 

. thereafter as is practicable, publicly notify, by advertisement in 
some newspaper, the name or names of the candidate or candidates 
who has or have been duly elected. 

11. (1.) If the number of persons who are duly nominated as 
candidates exceeds the number to be elected, then for deciding 
between such candidates a poll shall be taken in manner hereinafter 
provided. 

(2.) The returning officer shall-

(a) Forthwith post in some conspicuous position at the place 
of nomination the names of the persons who have been 
duly nominated as candidates, and that a poll will be 
so taken; and 

(b) Publish an announcement to the like effect in some 
newspaper. 

12. The time by this Act prescribed for the length of the 
notice to be given of the day of nomination or of the day for taking· 
the poll may be extended by the Governor in Council with respect, 
to any shire, or any election for any shire or division. Every such 
extension shall be notified by the Minister in the Gazette. 
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13. If at the time prescribed OF appointed for holding 
election

(a) 
Cb) 
(c) 

No election is held, or 
No candidates are nominated, or 
The number of candidates nominated is less than 
number of candidates to be elected, 

an Governor in 
Oouncil may 
appoint 
chairman or 
members 
when non& 

the elected. 

the Governor in Council may appoint an elector or a sufficient 
number of such electors to be Chairman or a member or members, 
,as the case may require, to fill the vacancies which ought to be 
filled at such election, and the elector or electors so appointed shall 
he deemed to have been duly elected at such election. 

14. If after a poll has been appointed to be taken a candidate Oandidate 
,desires to retire from his candidature, he may, not less than seventy- may retire. 
two hours after the hour of noon on the day of nomination, sign 
and deliver to the returning officer a notice in the following form 
()r to the like effect:-

I [A.B.] do hereby retire from being a candidate for election at the 
-ensuing election of Chairman [or members] for the Town [or City or Shire] 
,[or Ward of the Town (or City) or Division of the 
Shire] of 

Dated this 

Witness
O.D. 

day of , 19 
(Signed) A.B. 

'rhe returning officer, on receipt of such notice, shall omit the 
name of the person so retiring from the ballot-papers to be used 
at the election; or if any of such papers' have been printed, shall 
erase his name therefrom, and shall make known as publicly as 
possible, by advertisement or otherwise, the fact of his retirement. 

The person so retiring shall not be capable of being elected at 
the election, and if the number of candidates is by his retirement 
reduced to the number to be elected at the election, then the 
l'eturning officer shall, as soon as conveniently may be, declare the 
remaining candidate or candidates to be duly elected. 

15. At an election the returning officer sha11- Polling-

(i.) Cause booths to be erected or rooms to be provided and booths, &0. 
used as such booths at the several polling-places; 

(ii.) Cause to be furnished for use at each booth or polling
place a copy of the Voters' Roll, certified under his hand 
to be a true copy. 

16. (1.) The returning officer may preside at one polling- Presiding 
place, and shall by writing under his hand appoint presiding officer •. 
officers to take the poll at the polling-places, or at the polling-places 
other than the polling-place at which he himself presides, and shall 
supply a: copy of the Voters' Roll, certified by him under his hand, 
to each presidi;}g orr::le ..... 

(2.) When a larger number of voters is likely to vote at a Sev,:,ral 
polling-place than can conveniently vote in the same polling-booth, holltTg- t 

the returning officer may appoint two or more polling-booths at that s~~e'~~lIi:ng'
polling-place, and shall in such case appoint presiding officers to place_ 
take the poll at the polling-booths, or the polling-booths other than 
the polling-booth at which he himself presides. 
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All provisions relating to presiding officers shall apply to 
presiding officers presiding at such polling-booths. 

(3.) The returning officer, and each presiding officer with the 
approval of the returning officer, may in like manner appoint one 
or more persons to be a poll clerk or poll clerks to assist him in 
taking the poll. 

( 4.) If the returning officer or a presiding officer is prevented 
from attending to any of his duties by illness or other sufficient 
cause, he may, by writing under his hand, appoint a substitute to 
act for him. And the substitute shall thereupon for the time being 
have all the power and authority of and be deemed to be the 
returning officer or such presiding officer. 

(5.) If by reason of the absence of the presiding officer 
the poll is not taken at any polling-place, the election shall not be 
therefore void, but it shall be lawful for the ,returning officer t() 
appoint another day not later than thirty-six days from the day 
appointed for taking the poll at such polling-place, of which 
appointment due notice shall be publicly given, and the poll shall 
be taken accordingly and be deemed to have been taken on the 
day first appointed. 

Adjournment (6.) If after a poll stands appointed for any election it happens 
when no that from any cause other than the absence of the presiding officer. 
election on hI' . f day no suc e ectlOn takes place on the day appomted or the same, 
appointed. either at all the polling-places or any polling-place, the election 

shall stand adjourned until the same day of the following week, 
and the returning officer shall give not less than three days' previous 
notice thereof by advertisement in some newspaper, or by placards 
affixed in public places in the Area or division. In any such case 
the members, if any, who would on the day appointed for the 
election have retired from office by rotation shall continue in office 
until the day to which such election or the polling at any booth for 
the same stands adjourned. 

Proceedings 
in oaseof 

. riot or 
violence. 

(7.)· No person shall be appointed to act as presiding officer, 
or as substitute for the returning officer or a presiding officer, or 
as poll clerk, who is under the age of twenty-one years. 

17. (1.) If the proceedings at any election are interrupted or 
obstructed by any riot or open violence, the presiding officer shall 
not for such cause finally close the poll, but shall-

(a) Adjourn the poll at the particular polling-place at which 
the interruption or obstruction happens, to the following 
day; and 

(b) If necessary further adjournsuch poll from day to day 
until the interruption or obstruction has ceased; 

when the presiding officer shall again proceed with the business of 
taking the poll at the place at which it was so interrupted or 
obstructed. 

(2.) Any day whereto the poll is so finally adjourned shall, 
as to such place, be reckoned the day of polling at such election 
within the meaning of this Act. 

(3.) When any poll has been so adjourned by any presiding 
officer other than the returning officer he shall forthwith give notice 
of such adjournment to the returning officer, who shall not finally 
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declare the state of the poll or the name of the member elected 
until the poll has been finally closed and tlie ballot-papers have 
been examined and counted by him as hereinafter provided. 
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18. (1.) Forthwith after a poll stands appointed for an Ballot-papers 
election, the returning officer shall cause to be printed or written to ·~d d 
ballot-papers containing the candidates' names in alphabetical order f~~~ished~ 
according to the following form-o DOE, JOHN 

D ROE, RICHARD 

o SMITH, JAMES 

o THOMPSON, HENRY 

and shall supply to the presiding officer of each polling-place so 
many of such ballot-papers as are fully equal to the number of 
electors likely to vote at such polling-place, and shall keep for 
himself a like sufficient number for the polling-place at which he is 
to preside. 

(2.) If two candidates have the same surname and christian 
name, the residence and description of each candidate shall be 
added to his name on the ballot-paper. 

(3.) Bach baUot-paper-
(a) Shall bear in the right-hand upper corner of the face 

thereof a number which shall be machine-printed or 
otherwise legibly marked thereon; and 

(b). Shall be so numberfd in regular arithmetical sequence 
beginning with 1, so that no two or more of them shall 
bear the same number. 

Such number is hereinafter referred to as the ballot-number. 

19. At every poll the voting shall commence at eight 0 'clock Duration of 
in the forenoon and shall finally close at six 0 'clock in the after- poll. 
noon of the same day, unless adjourned by reason of riot or ather 
interruption. 

20. Each candidate may, by writing under his hand, appoint Scrutineers. 
one person to be his scrutineer at each booth or polling-place; and 
every person so appointed a scrutineer shall, upon his appointment, 
make and subscribe a solemn declaration, in the presence of the 
presiding officer in the following form:-

I, A.B., a scrutineer appointed by , a candidate for election 
in and for the Town [or City or Shire] [or Ward of the Town 
(or City) or Division of the Shire l, of , do hereby 
solemnly declare that I will faithfully assist at such election, and that I will 
not attempt to improperly discover, or by any word or action directly or 
indirectly aid in discovering, the person for whom any vote is given; and that 
I will keep secret all knowledge of the person for whom any vote is given, 
which I may obtain in the exercise of my office, unless in answer to any question 
which I am legally bound to answer. 

Declared before me this J 
day of ,19 • 

Returning Officer or Presiding Officer. 
A.B. 
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21. The presiding officer shall provide a locked box, of which 
he shall keep the key, with a cleft or opening in such box capable
of receiving the folded ballot-papers. 

This box shall be opened to be inspected by the poll clerks, 
candidates, and scrutineers previously to its being locked for
receiving the ballot-papers, and shall stand upon the table at which 
the presiding officer presides. 

22. (1.) At every booth there shall be a compartment or 
compartments provided with all necessary materials to enable thG 
electors to mark the ballot-papers. 

No person shall be entitled to be present in such booth other
than the presiding officer, the poll clerk, the candidates, and the 
scrutineers of the several candidates, and the electors who for the
time are voting. 

(2.) The presiding officer or poll clerk may summon to his 
assistance in such booth any member of the police force for the 
purpose of preserving the public peace or preventing any breach 
thereof, and for removing out of such booth any person who in 
his opinion is obstructing the polling or wilfully violating this Act. 

23. (1.) At every election the presiding officer may, if he thinks. 
fit, and shall, if called upon so to do by any candidate or scrutineer, 
put to any person offering to vote the three questions following:-

1. Are you the person whose name appears as A.B. in the
Voters' Roll for this Town [or City or Shire or Ward 
or division] ? 

2. Have you already voted at this election [for this Ward 
or division] ? 

3. Are you disqualified from voting? 
(2.) No 'person required to answer such questions, or any 

of them, shall be permitted to vote until he has answered the same
in writing signed by him to the satisfaction of the presiding officer" 
and in such a manner as to show that he is entitled to vote. 

(3.) 1£ any person having been required to answer all or any 
of the q'Qestions hereinbefore prescribed makes a false answer in 
any material particular and thereafter votes, his vote may be 
disallowed upon a scrutiny. 

24. The presiding officer may if he thinks fit, and shall, if 
called upon so to do by any candidate or scrutineer, require any 
person claiming to vote to make a solemn declaration against 
bribery in the form following, that is to say-

I [A.B.] do 8Qle~nly declare that I have not received or had, by myself 
or any perSOn whatsoever in trust for me or fQr my use and benefit Qr for the 
use and benefit of any member of my family Qr kindred or any friend Qr 
dependent, directly or indil·ectIy, any sum or sums of money, office, place of 
emolument, gift, Qr reward, or any prQmise Qf or security for any mQney, 
Qffice, place of emolument, gift, or reward, by way Qf consideratiQn, either
expressed, implied, Qr understQod for giving my vote at this election. 

No person who refuses to make such declaration shall be entitled 
to vote. 

25. No elector shall at any election be required to answer any 
questions or to take any oath, affirmation, or declaration, except as 
herein provided. _ 
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No person claiming to vote at any election shall be excluded 
from voting except by reason of its appearing to the presiding 
officer, upon putting the prescribed questions or any of them, that 
he is not the person whose name appears on the Voters' Roll, or 
that he has previously voted at the same election, or that he is 
otherwise not entitled to vote, or except by reason of such person 
refusing to answer any of such questions or to make any prescribed 
declaration. 
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2&. (1.) When an elector has satisfied the presiding officer Ballot-papers 

that he is entitled to vote at the election the presiding officer shall ~~ ~l~!t~~~~ 
deliver to him a ballot-paper. 

(2.) The presiding officer shall, before delivery of the ballot- And number 

paper to the elector........:. ~:ceealed. 
(a) Fold down the right-hand upper corner of the naper 

so as to entirely conceal the ballot-number; and 
(b) Securely fasten the fold with gum or otherwise in such 

a manner that the number cannot be discovered without 
unfastening the fold. 

(3.) Any returning officer or presiding officer who fails to 
comply with this section shall be deemed to have been guilty of 
wilful neglect of duty. 

27. (1.) Upon delivery of the ballot-paper to the elector, the Elector's 
presiding officer or poll clerk shall, upon the copy of the Voters' namt t.f be 
Roll in use by him, or, in the case of a presiding officer other than ~lce on 
the returning officer, upon the certified copy of the Voters f Roll 
supplied to him by the returning officer, write the ballot-number 
of such ballot-paper against the name of the elector. 

(2.) The presiding officer or poll clerk shall use ink or pencil 
of uniform colour in writing the ballot-number on the roll. 

(3.) The ballot-number so written on the roll shall be prima 
facie evidence of the identity of the person to whom the ballot
paper is delivered with the elector against whose name on the roll 
it is so written, and of the fact that such elector voted at the 
election. 

(4.) The ballot-number written against the name of an elector 
on the roll shall, upon a scrutiny, be conclusive evidence that the 
ballot-paper bearing the same ballot-number was delivered to and 
used by the person who claimed to vote as the person against whose 
name such number is written in the roll. 

28. (1.) The elector having received a ballot-paper shall, Mo?e of 
in one of the compartments provided for the purpose, mark his votmg. 
ballot-paper by making a cross in the square opposite the name of 
each candidate for whom he votes and shall make no other mark 
or writing thereon, and shall forthwith ~ld up the paper in such 
manner as will conceal the names of the candidates, and deposit it 
in the ballot-box in the presence of the presiding officer. 

(2.) While an elector is in a compartment preparing his 
ballot-paper no other person shall be allowed in such compart
ment: 

Provided that if any elector is unable to read, or is blind, 
he shall signify the fact to the presiding officer (who shall there
upon, in the booth, and in the presence and sight of the poll clerks, 
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candidates, and scrutineers, mark the ballot-paper by making a 
cross in the square opposite the name of each candidate for whom 
the elector says that he desires to vote; and the presiding officer 
shall, if requested by the elector, state the names of the candidates. 

(3.) No elector shall take out of the booth any ballot-paper 
either before or after the sarne has been so marked: 

Provided that, before the elector has deposited the origina~ 
ballot-paper issued to him in the ballot-box, the presiding officer 
may, if he thinks fit, issue a second or duplicate ballot-paper to 
such elector in substitution for the original ballot-paper if the 
original ballot-paper has been accidentally defaced. 

But the elector shall first make a declaration before the 
presiding officer that the original ballot-paper has been so acci
dentally defaced and that he has not already voted at the election, 
and shall deliver to the presiding officer the original ballot-paper. 

The presiding officer shall, before the issue of the second or 
duplicate ballot-paper, securely fasten the original ballot-paper 
by means of gum or otherwise to the· declaration, and shall set the 
same aside for separate custody. 

29. (1.) If at any booth a ballot-paper has been delivered to 
any person who has claimed to vote as an elector, and afterwards 
another person claims to vote at such booth as being the person 
in whose name such first-mentioned person received the ballot-paper, 
the presiding officer shall put to the person so secondly claiming to 
vote tohe prescribed questions, and such person and such ballot
paper shall be dealt with in all respects in the same manner as 
any other person claiming to vote, but his ballot-paper shall not 
be deposited in the ballot-box or allowed by the presiding officer, 
but shall be set aside for separate custody. 

(2.) Every such ballot-paper shall be dealt with as hereinafter 
provided, and may be allowed and counted by order of the Supreme 
Court or a Judge thereof on a scrutiny, but not otherwise. 

30. (1.) It shall be the duty of every elector to record his vote 
at every election held for the Area or division, as the case may be, 
on the Voters' Roll of which he is enrolled. 

(2.) It shall be the duty of the returning officer at the close 
of every election to compile a list of the names and descriptions, 
as appear by the Voters' Roll, of the electors who have not vuted at 
the election for which he is the returning officer, and to certify such 
list by statutory declaration under his hand. 

Such list so certified shall in all proceedings be prima facie 
evidence of the contents thereof and of the fact that the· electors 
whose names appear therein did not vote at the said election. 

(3.) Within seven days after the close of the said election the 
returning officer shall send by post to each elector whose name 
appears on such list, at the address therein mentioned, a notice in 
the prescribed form. 

The returning officer, before sending such notice, shall insert 
therein the name of the elector, and his number on the Voters' Roll, 
and a date on which such notice is to be inihe hands of the returning 
officer. 
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( 4.) Every elector to whom such notice has been sent shall on 
the prescribed form at the foot of the said notice state the true 
reas()n why he failed so to vote, and sign the same, and post the 
"Same so as to reach the said returning officer not later than the 
-date in the said notice mentioned. 

The returning officer shall, after making all reasonable 
inquiries, decide whether such reason is a valid and sufficient excuse 
for such failure to vote, and shall write his decision on the said 
notice. 

(5.) The returning officer, within two months after the date 
in the said notice mentioned, shall send to the Local Authority the 
certified list mentioned in subsection two hereof and all the forms 
()f notice received by him from electors as mentioned in the last 
preceding subsection, together with a list of electors, certified by 
,statutory declaration under his hand, to whom the said form was 
posted and by whom it has not been duly returned properly filled 
up and signed. 

The last-mentioned list so certified shall in all legal proceedings 
be prima facie evidence of the contents thereof and of the fact that 
the electors whose names appear therein did not vote at the said 
election, and having received the said notice did not comply with 
the requisitions thereof. 

(6.) Every elector who-
(a) Failed to vote at the election without a valid and 

sufficient excuse for such failure; or 
(b) On receipt of such notice, fails to fill up and sign and 

post the same to the returning officer so as to reach him 
within the tiine prescribed; or 

(c) States in such form a false reason for not voting; 
shall for each such offence be liable, on the complaint of the Local 
Authority, to a penalty not exceeding two pounds. 
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31. (1.) Every ballot-paper which- For what 

(a) Does not bear a ballot-number; or causes ballot. 
paper to be 

(b) Has such number torn off; or rejected. 

(c) Has no cross in a square opposite the name of a candi· 
date, or has fewer crosses or more crosses in such squares 
than the number of candidates to be elected; or 

(d) Has upon it any mark or writing not by this Act 
authorised to be put thereon which in the opinion of the 
returning officer will or may enable any person to 
identify the ballot-paper or the elector; 

shall be rejected at the close of the poll. 
(2.) Provided that no ballot·paper shall be rejected merely Ballot-paper 

because of some informality, or alleged informality, in the manner when. not ~o 
in which it has been dealt with by the elector or presiding officer if be rejected. 

it is regular in other respects, and if, in the opinion of the returning 
officer, the intention of the elector in voting is clearly apparent. 

(3.) Nothing in this section contained shall be deemed to 
affect the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court or a Judge thereof 
with respect to elections. 

F 
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32. The presiding officer other than the returning officer 
shall at the close of the poll, in. the presence of the poll clerk, if 
any, and of such of the candidates and scrutineers as may attend-

(i.) Examine and count the number of votes received for 
each candidate at the polling-place at which he
presided i and 

(ii.) Make out a written statement, signed by himself and 
countersigned by his poll clerk, if any, and any scru
tineers who are present and consent to sign the same, 
containing the numbers in words as well as figures of 
the votes received for each candidate so counted as 
aforesaid; and, . 

(iiL) After making out and signing such statement, mdke up
in separate and distinct parcels-

(a) All the ballot-papers together with the Voters' Roll 
supplied to him by the returning officer (which shall 
be signed by him and the poll clerk, if any), and all 
books and papers used by him during the polling; and 

(b) All ballot-papers set aside for separate custody as. 
aforesaid; and 

(iv.) Seal up such parcels and permit the same to be sealed 
by the scrutineers present if they so desire; and 

(v.) With the least possible delay deliver such parcels and 
statement or cause them to be delivered to the returning 
officer; and, 

(vi.) By the next practicable opportunity thereafter, also 
transmit a duplicate of such statement signed and 
countersigned as aforesaid. 

33. Every returning officer shall at the close of the poll, in the
presence of his poll clerk, if any, and of such of the candidates 
and scrutineers as may attend-

(i.) Examine and <lOunt the number of votes received for 
each candidate at his own polling-place, if any; and 

(ii.) Make out a written statement, signed by himself and 
countersigned by his poll clerk, if any, and by any 
scrutineers who are present and consent to sign the
same, containing the number in words and figures of 
the votes received for each candidate; and, 

(iii.) After making out and signing such statement, make 
up in separate and distinct parcels-

(a) All the ballot-papers, rolls, books, and papers kept 
and used by him during the polling; and 

(b) All ballot-papers set aside for separate custody as 
aforesaid; and 

(iv.) Seal up such parcels and permit the same to be sealed 
by the scrutineers present if they so desire; and 

(T.) Endorse the same when so sealed with a description of 
the contents thereof, and with the name of the Area or 
division and polling-place, and the date of polling, 
and sign such endorsement with his name. 



LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 9595 

1920. Local Anthorities Acts Amendment Act. 

34. As soon as possible after the returning officer has received Returning 
from the several presiding officers the sealed parcels so transmitted officer tOI d 

h · ., h b 11 k h 11' 1 t open sea e to lm, contallllllg tea ot-papers ta en at t e po lllg-p aces a parcels . 
which such presiding officers respectively presided, and the several transmi.tt~4 
statements of the numbers of votes so transmitted by them, he~?fir:::~~~?' 
shall- count the 

(i.) From his own statement, if any, and such other state- voht,esh, aftehr 
. f f h W 1C eac ments ascertalll the gross number 0 votes or eac parcel to be 

candidate; and re-seal·ed. 

(ii.) In the presence of his poll clerk, if any, and of such 
candidates and scrutineers as may attend, open such 
sealed parcels and examine and count the number of 
votes for each candidate at each polling-place; and 

(iii.) After having counted the same, make up in separate 
parcels the ballot-papers, declarations, Voters' Rolls, 
books, and papers received from each presiding officer 
in like manner as hereinbefore prescribed concerning 
the ballot-papers, Voters' Rolls, books, and papers kept 
and used by him at the polling-place, if any, at which 
he presided, and securely fasten and seal up, and also 
permit to be sealed up by the scrutineers, and endorse 
in like manner as aforesaid, the said several parcels, and 
deal with the same as hereinafter provided; and 

(iv.) Make out in respect of each polling-place a like written 
statement, signed and countersigned as hereinbefore 
required, concerning the polling-place, if any, at which 
he presided; and 

(v.) Examine the Voters' Rolls which have been used by him
self and the presiding officers at the several polling
places, and ascertain whether any voters appear to have 
voted at more than one polling-place; and 

(vi.) Make out a list showing the names and numbers of all 
voters who appear to have voted at more than one 
polling-place, or to have voted twice at anyone polling
place, and forward a copy thereof to each of the candi
dates, and enclose the original list in the sealed packet 
with the Voters' Rolls. 

No returning officer shall open or examine any sealed pack~t 
in the joint absence of any candidate and his scrutineer unless he 
has given twenty-four hours' previous notice in writing to such 
candidate, or to his scrutineer, of his intention to open and examine 
the same. 

35. (1.) The returning officer, As soon as possible after he Declaration 
has examined and counted all the ballot-papers and ascertained of poll. 
the gross number of votes received for each candidate, shall forth-
with or as soon as practicable publicly notify, by advertisement in 
some newspaper, the general state of the poll so ascertained and the 
name of each candidate who has been elected. 

(2.) In the event of the number of votes for any two or more 
candidates being found to be equal, the returning officer shall 
decide by his casting vote which shall be elected. 

(3.) No returning officer shall vote at any election except in 
the case of an equality of votes. 
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Ballot· papers 3S. The returning officer shall forthwith, after the declaration 
to be of the poll at any election-
transmitted 
to the Local (i.) Enclose in one packet the !Several sealed parcels so 
Authority. made up and sealed by him; 

Election not 
to be 
questioned. 

Proviso. 

Corrupt 
practices. 

(ii.) Securely fasten and seal up such packet; 
(iii.) Endorse upon such packet a description of the several 

contents thereof, and the name of the Area and division, 
if any, and the date of polling, and sign such endorse
ment with his name; 

(iv.) Cause such sealed packet to be delivered at the office 
of the Local Authority. 

. The clerk !Shall safely keep the same for twelve months after 
the receipt thereof. At the expiration of such twelve months the 
Chairman shall cause the ballot-papers to. be destroyed in the 
presence of at least three members of the Local Authority. 

If any question at any time arises touching the votes alleged 
to have been given at any election, the ballot-papers contained in 
any such sealed packet shall be received in evidence as proof of 
such votes in any Court of Justice, upon production thereof, and 
upon proof that the same was transmitted to the Local Authority 
in due course by the returning officer. 

37. No election shall be liable to be questioned by reason of
(i.) Any defect in the title, or any want of title, of any 

person by or before whom such election is held, if such 
person really acted at the election; or 

(ii.) Any formal error or defect in any declaration or other 
instrument, or in any publication made under this Act 
or intended to be so made; or 

(iii.) Any such publication being out of time; or 
(iv.) Any delay in holding the election at the time appointed, 

or in taking the poll; or 
(v.) In consequence of any impediment of a merely formal 

nature. 
And the Governor in Council may adopt such measures as may be 
uecessary for removing any obstacle of a merely formal nature by 
which the due course of any election might be impeded: 

Provided that the validity of the election and the measures so 
taken shall be forthwith declared by the Governor in Council. 

38. Any act which would avoid the election of a member of the . 
Legislative Assembly shall ilvoid the election of a member under 
this Act. 

The .acts of an authorised agent of a candidate shall be held to 
be acts of his principal if proved to have been committed with the 
consent of the candidate. 

39. The following acts are, on p. oIling-day and on all days to 
Prohibition 
of ,vhich the polling is adjourned, prohibited, within fiftl/" feet from 
canvassing, the main entrance of the building within which a polling-booth is 
&c near 't d . h' 11' b h 1 poiiing-booth. SI uate or WIt 111 a po mg- oot ,name y:-

(a) Canvassing for votes: or 
(b) Soliciting the vote of any elector; or 



1920. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

Local Authorities Acts Amendment Act. 

(c) Inducing any elector not to vote for any particular 
candidate; or 

(d) Inducing any elector not to vote at the election; or 
(e) Loitering in the vicinity of or obstructing the free 

passage of voters to or from the polling-booth. 
Any person who contravenes this section shall be liable to a 

penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

9597 

40. The wearing or displaying in any polling-booth of any Party 
party emblem or badge by any returning officer, presiding officcr, etmbblems not 

11 1 k .. h'b' doe worn po c er , or scrutmeer IS pro lIte . in pollin2'-

Any person who contravenes this section shall be liable to a booth. 

penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

41. Every returning officer shall have power and authority to Returning 
maintain and enforce order, and to keep the peace at any election offi?e~ t.o -
held before him. :d~~.am 

All police officers shall aid and assist the returning officer in the 
performance of his duty. 

42. All reasonable expenses of, or incident to, any election Expen~es of 
incurred by the returning officer shall be repaid to him by the Local rj'Jurmng 
Authority out of the Local Fund. (, cer. 

43. In a divided Area the provisions of these rules shall be Election ~t 
read as applying to elections of members to be held for each division, :rer,n]:>ers In 

instead of for the Area at large; and the polling for every such IVlSlOn. 

election shall be held at one or more polling-places within or for 
each division appointed as hereinbefore provided. 

44. The provisions of these rules shall al~o be applicable to .Cases of polls 
any poll taken under tbis Act other than a poll for an election {thej t~f.tn 
of a Chairman or member, with, however, such modifications of or e cc Ion. 

such provisions as the Governor in Council demns necessary in any 
particular case or as he may generally prescribe. 

.. 23. In all copies of *" The Local A~tthorities Acts, Reprinting 

1902-1917," as amended by this Act, hereafter printed by Act. 

the Government Printer, the Parts, subdivisions, sections, 
and subsections thereof shall be renumbered so aR to be 
in consecutive numerical or alphabetical order as the 
case .t;l1ay require throughout, and all specific references 
to any Part, subdivision, section, or subsection, or other 
provision by its number or alphabetical letter in any 
enactment contained in this Act or in any other Act shall 

. be amended by the substitution of the proper number or 
letter of the reprinted Act. 

* 2 Edw. VII. No. 19 and amending Acts, supra, pages 1860 et seq., 5653,.5918, 
and 8304. 


