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An Act to enable the Government to assist Farmers 
affected by Drought in certain parts of the State 
by Supplying them with Seed Wheat and other 
Commodities, and for other purposes. 

[Assented to, October IIth, I923.] 

BE it Enacted by the Governor of the State of South Australia, 
with the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, as 

follows :-

1. This Act may be cited as the" Drought Relief Act, 1923." 

2. In this Act-

" Applicant" means applicant for assistance under this Act: 

" Farmer " includes grazier : 

" Minister" means the Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

Short title. 

Interpretation of 
term!. 

3. (1) The Minister may, for the purposes of affording assistance to Minister may supply 
farmers in drought-affected areas, supply applicants, or cause them cfommodities to 

b li d . h d h h I ff armers. to e supp e ,WIt see W ea:t .or ot er cerea s, manure, hay, cha , Cf. 1397, 19]9, s. 7. 
flour, and any other commodItIes, whether of the same kind as any 
of those hereinbefore specified or not, which the Minister thinks 
necessary for the said purpose: Provided that no commodity shall 
be supplied under this section after the thirty-first day of December, 
nineteen hundred and t,wenty-three. 

(2) The Minister is hereby authorised to purchase or otherwise 
proc.ure such commodities as are required for the purposes of this 
sectIOn. 

A-I567 
(3) For 
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When Minister may 
grant applioa.tion. 
Ibid., II. 8. 

Pel'sons supplied to 
sign an acknowledg. 
ment and contract. 
Cf. 1165, 1914, II. S. 

Cost oi commodities 
supplied by the 
Minister to be repaid 
by applicant. 
Cf. ibid., II. 9. 
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(3) For the purposes of this section, the Minister's declaration 
that any area is or is not drought-affected shall be final and con­
clusive. 

4. If the Minister i~ satisfied that an applicant-

(a) bonafide intends forthwith to put the lands held by him, or 
part thereof, under crop, and is unable to do so without 
assistance under this Act, or has fallowed such land, or 
part thereof, and bona fide intends to put such land, 
or part, under crop; or 

(b) requires the commodities applied for to feed his stock, or 
to maintain himself and his family (if any) on such land, 

he may grant to the applicant such assistance under this Act as he 
thinks fit. 

5. Every person upon whose application any commodity is 
supplied under this Act shall sign an acknowledgment and contract 
in the form contained in the Schedule to this Act, or in suoh form 
as is prescribed in that behalf. 

6. (1) The cost to the Minister of any commodity or commodities 
supplied to any applicant under this Act shall be deemed to be an 
advance made by the Minister to such applicant under this Act. 

(2) Any applicant to whom any such advance is made under this 
Act shall repay to the Minister such advance, together with interest 
thereon at the rate of Six Pounds per centum per annum, calculated 
from the date the commodity in respect of which such advance is 
deemed to have been made was so supplied to the date of repay­
ment,-

(a) on or before the' first day of February, nineteen hundred 
and twenty-four, or within such further time as the 
Minister may approve; or 

(b) upon the alienation (whether voluntary or otherwise) of 
such applicant's interest in the lands mentioned in the 
acknowledgment and contract signed by him under 
section 5, or in any of such lands, 

whichever first happens: Provided that such applicant may at 
any time repay the whole or any part of the advance, with interest 
to the date of payment on the amount so paid; and when part 
only has been so repaid, interest as aforesaid shall be payable on 
the balance for the time being remaining unpaid. 

(3) The Minister may, in any case which he considers to be one 
of special hardship, extend, and from time to time further extend, 
the date of repayment of the whole or any part of the advance 
made to an applicant, or of the interest thereon, and may fix any 
date later than the date provided by subsection (2) hereof, as the 
date from which interest on the advance shall be calculated and paid 
by the applicant. 

7. Notwithstanding 
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7 Notwithstanding any provision of the Real Property Act Advance to be first • £ 'charge on land of 
1886, or any . other Act or law to th~ contrary, ~he amount 0 an applicant. 

advance and mterest thereon as provIded by sectIOn 6 shall be, and Cf. ibid., s. 10. 

until fully paid shall remain, a first charge upon all lands owned by 
the applicant, and his interest in all lands held by him under lease, 
at the time when the commodity in respect of which such advance 
is deemed to have been made was supplied. 

8. In any case in which, before the passing of this Act, any ProvisionsoftheAct 

commodity has been supplied by the Commissioner of Crown Lands of !~o~fR!; ~:!~e com· 

the State to any person, and such person has signed an acknowledg- ahe~y bellU 

menli and contract in the form contained in the Schedule to this Act, ~~P~~~~. I? 
or in a similar form or in a form to the like effect which contains .1 1 ., s. -. 

one or more of the clauses appearing in the form contained in the 
said Schedule, numbered (1), (2), (3), and (4), or one or more 
clauses similar thereto-

(a) such commodity shall be deemed to have been supplied under 
this Act; 

(b) the cost thereof to the Commissioner sb all be deemed to be 
an ad vance made by the Minister to such person under 
tbis Act; and 

(0) all the provisions of this Act shall, mutatis mutandis, apply as 
. if the commodity had been supplied under this Act. 

9. Any person who wilfully makes any false statement in any 
application, or in any acknowledgment and contract, return, state­
ment, or declaration under or for the purposes of this Act, shall 
be liable to be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for a term 
not exceeding two years. 

False l'tll.tement 
punishable. 
Ibid., s. 13. 

10. Any person to whom any commodity has been supplied under PUJ?-ishment fOI 

this Act who without the written consent of the Minister barters or 6('1I1Il~ commodities , , . ' supplied. 
sells, or attempts to barter or sell, such commodity, or any quantity Ibid., s. 14. 

thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned, with or without hard labor 
for a term not exceeding two years. ' 

~1. Any person to whom any commodity has been supplied under P?nishment for 
thIS Act who- ~~use of c~mmo. 

, dltles supphed. 

(a) uses or attempts to use such commodity, or any quantity Ibid., s. 15. 

thereof, for a purpose other than that for which it was 
supplied; or 

(b) fail:; to return to the Minister such commodity or any 
quantity thereof, if he does not intend to use the same 
for the purpose for which it was supplied; or 

(c) fails, upon request of the Minister, to furnish him with 8, 

statement of such particulars, or to make such returns as 
are prescribed, ' 

shall b.e gui.l~y of an offence, a~d s~all be liable to a penalty not 
e::ceedmg FIfty Pounds, or to be ImprIsoned for a term not exceeding 
SlX months. 12. Any 
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How notioes a.nd 
demands ma.y be 
given or made. 
Ibid., 8. 16. 

ReguIatiolll'l. 

Proceedings for 
offences. 

How expense~ to be 
provided. 
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12. Any notice to be given to, or any demand to be made on" 
any person under this Act, shall be sufficiently given or made if-· 

(a) given or made personally to or on such person, or 

(b) sent by post and directed to his address as stated in any 
application by him, or to his place of residence, so far as 
the same is known to the Minister. 

13. The Governor may make all such regulations as may be 
necessary or convenient for giving effect to this Act, or for carrying 
out its objects and purposes. 

14. All proceedings in respect of offences against this Act shall 
be disposed of summarily. 

15. (1) The Treasurer of the State may, from time to time, make 
advances to the Minister for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) So far as practicable, such advances shaH be repaid, and the 
other expenses of administering this Act shall be defrayed, out of 
the moneys paid to the Minister in repayment of advances; and 
any deficiency which may arise shall be made good out of money 
provided by Parliament for that purpose. 

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty, I hereby assent to 
this Bill. 

TOM BRIDGES, Governor. 

THE 
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THE SCHEDULE. 

DROUGHT RELIEI' ACT, 1923. 

I fF.JUname] •...........•••............................................ Sec G. 
hereby acknowledge that I have received from the Honorable the OoJI'lmisBioner 
of Crown Lands an order to obtain the commodities hereunder mentioned, and I 
hereby agree with the said Commissioner-

(I) to pay and reimburse him the amount which may be paid by him for the 
said commodities by the first day of February, nineteen hundred and 
twenty-four, or within such further time as may be approved by him, 
with intere<;t at the rate of Six Pounds per centum per annum from 
the date the commodities are obtained until payment of the said sum; 

(2) to pay the said sum, or any unpaid portion thereof, together with interest 
accrued at any time Upon conveyance or transfer or mortgage of my 
inte~est in the lands hereinafter mentioned, or any of them; 

*(3) to use the said goods this year on the lands hereun!ier mentioned or on 
some of such lands; and 

(4) to give the said Commissioner a Bill of Sale over the crop When called 
upon to do so. 

~----.-----.-.. ,---.-... - .....• _---_ .. _--------,----

Deloription of Goods. Quantity of Goods. t Land Held by Applioant. 

---"-_ ... _-_ ......... _--_ .... . _ .. _. __ ._. __ l~_ 
• ThiB pa8801.1e may be CTfWJeG out where inapplicable. 

t H :ore ,tale number8 and .ritualionB oj 9ectiona or o'her 8'U./ficient ducnp'wn (;/ aU land. ow'" ()IT "del b" 1M applicant. 

Dated this ........................ day of .................. 192 ..• _ 

Signature .............................. . 

Address ............................... . 
Witness-

Signature ............................... '. 

Address ...•............................• 

Adelaide: By authority, R. E. E. ROGERS, Government Printer, North Terraoe. 
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