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An Act to legalize the marriage of a Man with the Sister of his L
deceased- Wife. .
g R =
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HEREAS doubts have arisen as to the validity in this Province Freamble. pen”, £« g -Sbo
of the marriage of a man with the sister of his deceased wife, and P S Y AP ';
it is expedient to remove such doubts: Beit therefore Enacted, by the = oel aldi@ravear = |
Governor-in-Chief of the Province of South Australia, with the ‘ T

advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House of Assembly
of the said Province in this present Parliament assembled—

. . : .} Marriages with de-
1. That all marriages which haye been heretofore, or which o 78% e Fe

shall be hereafter duly solemnized, within the said Province, between valid. ‘
any person and his deceased wife’s sister, shall be deemed, and are - s
hereby declared valid, and of full force and effect, anylaw or custom % (€, ~< & (f Mff:m' i
to_the contrary notwithstanding: Provided always that it shall 7 /:, eurs / P e
not be compulsory for any _officiating minister }g fgeﬂlgp_l‘rqpe such ‘l’:{w 4:5,44 a7 w/L; . 2 ol ‘

marriages. - T e oeddon @,,ﬂw,‘,v,;_?jgié
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e marrisge of a man
rey-General thereon.
y's ;ﬂeasure, in: accox&ance : N

es of that Act when it #as before
,a enelosed Address from that body may be K&Mgmof Wf"m
1857.

the views ﬁf mysalf and m Emcume Coutieil on the subj ect, T enclose
ngs in Executive Council, on two occasions when I referred the ‘Act for the
gonaible ‘advisers.
: that, in future, it will be denxmble to avoid followmg, asa tﬁrecedent, the
) refemnee to this Bill. It appears to me that the functions of the Legislature

nhwld, s a genera.l rule, terminate with tge pessing or rejection of every Bill; and that
subseqnent addresses on the mode in which the Queen’s Representative should deal with a
asure which has once passed the Legxslature, may, if encouraged, cause much irregularity and
onvenience.

In :afexenoe to the ghcy of the measure, I think it my duty to state that the Act may
a&uﬁe& immxl/atmg ¢ law in South Australia to that which prevails in the ne1ghbormg
mies ; for as the Statute Law, by which marriages with the sister of a deceased wife are 4&5Wn. IV,

hibited in England, was not passed at the time when the Colonies of New South Wales an

Phillip were founded, the original common law of England was in those Colonies practically
&é only law on the subject, for there existed then no means of annnllmg such marriages. In
mh Austmha, however, the English Statute law prohibiting marriage with a deceased wife’s

- is. sn¥pﬂsm to have attached at the moment of the proclamation of the Colony, 28th ¥ide 6 &7 Viet., No. 1
] bel‘, :
6. Under these mmumstances, and seeing that the enclosed Act only legalizes here that
. which is  practically law in the neighboring Provinces, Her Majesty’s Government may perhaps ]
//I./ v ﬁ think it-sound palxcx to_confirm it, especially as the feeling of a numerically large majority of .

44 gt , ethe cnm unity is in xts avor.

;‘z 727 I have, &ec.,
. e RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, Governor.
”*/’" 'The nght Honorable H. Labonchere, M.P.,
VAL, ﬂm . w Her Majesty’s Prmmpal Secretary of State.
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The Rtykt Honorable Lord Stanley to Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell, C.B.

% No. 17. e Downing-street, 15th May, 1858.

\ - 8ir—1I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No 211, of the 28th January last, transmitting
" .an Act paased by the Leglslature of South Australia “to legalxze the marriage of a man with the
‘sister of his deceased wife,” which ‘you have reserved for the signification of Her Ma3est3 8
‘pleasure thereon. "You are probably aware that legal proceedings are now pending, in which
the efféct of such marriages (when solemnized out of the %mted Kingdom) ir under consideration,
Asg 1 hava reasofi to believe that those proceedings will be carried into the House of Lords, and
erhapi” shortly decided there, Her ' Majesty’s Gov ernment have delayed, for the present, their
décision ugon the Act before them, as they are of opinion that the judgment of the House of
Lords in ¢ e questxon may have an important bearing on that decision. "
I have the honor, &e.
STANLEY.

Governor Sir R. G. Mg}cD}qnnell, C.B,, &c., &¢., &c., South Australia.
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