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ANNO QUINTQ

VICTORIE REGINE.

J¥o. 2;

IN ACT tv requlate the Post Office Drepantment in. South:

Australia.

[HEREAS an Act of the Governor in Cougtcil was passed in: the Third

Year of Her Majesty’s Reign No. 7 entitled “ An Act to provide fon
better regulation of the General Post Office. and: the conveyance. aud
e of letters” v :

1d whereas Her Majesty having been pleasad: to disallow. the: said Act
mes necessary to pass a new enactment providing for the same object
e most moderate scale and limited to the period requisite for receiving
Majesty’s sanction to the establishment proposed to be: created,

T THEREFORE Enteten by Mis Foxcellency. Gmorce, Grey Hisquire

tmor and Commander-in-Chief of: Fler Majesty’s: Provinee of South

tlia by and with the advice and consent of the lLegislative Council

ofas follows That from and after the. passing: of this Aet-until: Her

BY’s pleasure shall be known respecting the estabhishment to he.authos

fora Post Office in this Province it shall amnl may be lawfal for the

ot for the time being to establish for the receiving and despatching,of Governor  may
Snewvpapers and packets from and within thig Prevince one G eneral osg gff.;t!::sf)fo mﬁﬁf.'
tat Adelajde and from time to time so many ather. Post Officesin the. dif- ’

U £ age and make
parts of this Province as he may deem expedient and to appointong Rost rules.

I-gengral and so many Postmasters  and othex officers.for, the.conduoting
B ' ' af



And fix rates of
po@tms

And make rules.

Exceptions,

Ist Newspapers.

2nd Letters to or
trom the Governor
for the time being,
and certain high
public officers.

4th The Governor
for the time being
may exempt cer-
tain letters.

Provisions for sur-
charge in certain
cases,
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of the game with such reasonable salaries and allowances respectively as
shallthink fit and if need be tb remove thesaid Postmaster-general Postmasty
and officers and to appoint ofhers in their stead respectively And also tof
the rates and sums of money to be demanded by the respective Postmasty
or their assistants for the regeiving despatching conveying and delivering
letters newspapers and packets not exceeding the rates specified in the schedy
heretoannexed and to reducevary and again advance the same from time totiy
as to the said Governorshallgeem meet and to make such rules and regulatis
for the establishing and mapaging of the said several Post Offices and for |
receiving despatching carrying and delivering of letters newspapers and pach@
and the collecting and receiving of the said rates and sums and the same rif
and regulations from time to time to alter revoke or vary and other rules s
regulations in their stead to establish as he shall deem expedient.

IT. Provided always and be it Finacted that the Government Gazettey
printed Acts of Council of this Province may be sent by post iree of cha@l
of postage providing the san.e or the envelope enclosing the same shally
bave anything written thereon except the name and address of the party ‘
whom the same is sent and the signature of the party sending the same. §

III. And also that nothing herein contained shall be taken to authof.
any charge for postage upon any letter or packet addressed to or fran§.
by any person in Great Britain or Ireland being empowered by law to uff
or receive letters or packets beyond sea free from postage nor upon any lej '
newspaper or packet addressed to or franked by the Governor for thetif§
being the Members of Council the Clerk of Council or the Governor’s Prir

Secretary.

IV. And also that it shall be lawful for the Governor for the time b
from time to time to exempt from postage as to him shall appear expeds
all letters and packets (being bona fide on the public service) which shallf
addressed to or written and franked by such public officers of the Governng .
as he shall deem it expedient from time to time to name for that pury
Provided always that on eveyy such letter or packet there be written by
person sending the same the words ““ On Public Service” and that undernd -
those words there be subscribed by him his signature.

V. And also that in any ¢ase where any Postmaster shall suspect
believe that any letter or packet put into his office or received by hin
such Postmaster marked as: * Newspaper only” or “ Newspapers ol
doth not in fact contain selely and only that which the same shal
purport to contain as aforesaid or doth contain some paper note or 0
thing or writing which uuder this Act would subject such letter or packy
the full amount of postage payable for or upon any letter or package o
same weight not by this Act exempted from postage or which is for
other reason liable under this Act to the payment of the full rate of pod!
thereon it shall thereupon be lawful for such Postmaster and he is he
required to mark upon such. letter or packet the amount of such full i
postage and such amount shall be demanded and received accordingly ]
vided always that in every sutch case of surcharge if it shall at any
within ten days next following the delivery of the letter or packet be ms
appear to the satisfaction either of the Postmaster by whom such let#
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sacket was g0 delivered or of the Postmaster-general that the same was not
Bn fact liable to such full rate of postage as aforesaid then the amount of the
gurcharge or excess of postage shall be returnéd to the party who shall have
naid the same  And provided that if the person to whom the letter or packet
s delivered shall so require the Postmaster by whom the same shall be so
lelivered shall at the time of such delivery thereof examine not only the
utside but the contents of the same letter or packet in that person’s
presence, :

VI. And also that the Postmaster-general and every other Postmaster
“appointed under this At shall before the exergise by him of the duties of his
office take and subscribe an oath for the due execution of such duties before
Jonesof Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace which oath such Justice is hereby
authorised and required to administer in the words following that is to say

«] , “ do swear that I will not
§villingly or knowingly open detain return ordelay or cause or suffer to be
Yopened detained returned or delayed any letter or packet which shall come
into my hands power or custody by reason of my employment as a Post-
master within this Province except by conserit of the person or persons to
whom such letter or packet shall be directed or by an express warrant in
writing for that purpose under the hand of the Governor of this Province
for the time being or except in cases where the party or parties to whom such
R letter or packet shall be directed or who shall be chargeable with the pay-
‘Jment of the postage shall refuse to receive such letter or packet or shall
“frefuse or neglect to pay the same postage and except such letters or packets
"J2s shall be returned from want of true directions or where the party or

parties to whom the same shall be directed cannot be found.—So help me
J§ God.” :

VII. And also that the Postmaster of Adelaide and all other Postmasters
§ who shall be appointed under or by virtue of this Act shall deliver or cause
"R tobe delivered (within such reasonable hours as shall for that purpose be

appointed by order of the Governor of this Province for the time being) at
J bis or their Post Office or Post Offices or in such manner as shall in that
“J behalf be directed by the authority aforesaid all letters and packets according
to the directions thereon.

VIIL. And also that as soon as possible after the expiration of twenty-
four hours next following the receipt of any mail every Postmaster by whom
orinto whose Post Office the same shall have been received shall cause a
list of all the then remaining unclaimed and undelivered letters and packets

 Teceived in or by each mail to be made out in writing and affixed in or on
| 8ome conspicuous part of his Post Office so that such list shall be legible
from the outside of such Post Office and that such list or some other list or
lists containing a true account or statement of all letters and packets from
Ume to time remaining unclaimed or for delivery shall be kept so affixed
fairly written and legible as aforesaid for the space of not less than thirty
J days next following the first receipt of such letters and packets vespectively

at the expiration of which said period of thirty days or as soon as possible
afterwards every such unclaimed and undelivered letter and packet shall be
by such Postmaster dealt with as shall in that behalf be appointed and
ordered by the regulation aforesaid of the Governor of the said Province
for the time being. IX. Provided

Postmaster's oath.

Deliveryof letters

Unclaimed letters
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Return of letters, 136 Provided always and %}g it: Enacted That except in-the case of sug)

unclaimed and undelivered lgtters. as- aforesaid no letter ar packet whatoyed
after being once. put into ang ost Office shall under any circumstances by
returned to the writer or sefider thereof or without the express consent g
the person to whom the sande is directed -or an express warrant in writiny
under the hand, of the Govgnor for the time being be sent or delivers
otherwise than according to he direction of the same. }

ps

Penlty for of. X, And also that if any Pédstmaster or other officer belonging to the Poy
[ences by persoms Office or any person employefl by or under a Postmaster or in the receiviy
in the Post-oflices. . . . i . . . s 4
sorting carrylng conveying of delivering of post letters or otherwise in the
business of the Post Office shall offend against or wilfully neglect or omit ¢,
cumply with or shall not obs¢rve and follow any or either of the said rulg
and regulations so from time to time to be made as aforesaid or any o}
either of the provisions of this Act he or she shall for every such offeng
neglect or omission forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of not less than op,
pound nor more.than fifty pounds, |

Letters on loard - XI. And whereas after hhegf..ﬂrrival of vessels in the ports and harbqurs ¢f

sbip. this. Province from, parts begond sea letters and newspapers directed f,}
persons.within this Province gﬂave“ been in some instances a long time de,
teined on board thereof Be it therefore Enacted 1 hat all mails bags boxe
or'rackets of letters ar newspapers and also all loose letters and newspaper §
which at the time.of the arrival of any.vessel within the limits of any such
port or-harbour shall be on, board of such vessel dirested to any person o
persons within. this Province shajl at the request of any Postmaster or.of
the Port Officer of such port of harbour or of any person duly acting for such P
Portmaster or Port Officer ba forthwith delivered up to him (excepting
always letters concerning goods on board such vessel and to be de]ivems
with such goods and letters sent by any private friend by way of introduction
only. or cuncerning his private affairs) and if any master or passenger o
ether person on board of such: vessel shall knowingly, detain on hoard, o
such vessel or keep in his or hr jossession any mail bag mail-box packe
letter or newspaper (except as mforesaid) after such request made as afore.
said he or she shall forfeit anfl pay for every letter or newspaper so du B
tained: or. kept a penalty or sum;'of not less than one pound nor more the s
five pounds. 3

Aowaness  for ~ XIL Aad in erder to enqnur}ige the due and expeditious delivery of all

ship letters, such letters and packets Be it linacted | hat every master or other person oy J
boazd:any such wessel shall be entitled at any time after the expiratioan b
twenty-four hours next after tha ayrival of such vessel to receive from the
meayest; Postmaster (who is hereby required to pay to such master or persop)
the.sam. of one. penny for every letter or packet so delivered as aforesaid by
such master. or person excepting only letters or packets addressed to the Gp
vernor of the Province for the time heing such master or person. giving 4
seceipt for the money so. received by him which receipt shall be to such, Po :
rpaster a sufficient acquitéance apd. the same shall be allowed to him, in hit Jp
acoeount gecordingly,

Penlty f, . XL And also that if any.su@; Port Officer or persen in that beha]f_d& '
iu;n:utcyb 3:;82” puted: by him or by any Pestipgster as aforesaid shall neglect or omit §
deliver.or shall retazd the delivery of any such bag box mail letter or. pj}ﬁkﬁ
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h the place or Post Office for that purpose appoiﬁted by any such regulatien
tllto be made as aforesaid such person shall forfeit and pay a penalty or sum
‘M nor more less than five pounds nor more than twenty pounds.

wBXIV. And whereas masters and other persons having .the command of
~ Rsels departing from this Province have in some cases refused to receiv on
bard sucﬁ vessels and in other cases having received on board have refused
convey therein letters and packets from personswithin this Province directed
persons at places beyond the sea whereby gieat damage and inconvenience
ve in some cases been sustained by merchants and other persons—Be it
erefore Enacted That if any master or person having the command of any
ssel about to depart from this Province shall (after being thereto required
yany such Postmaster or Port Officer) refuse or wilfully neglect to receive
p board such vessel any mail or bag or box of letters directed to any part
place beyond the sea for which such vessel shall then be bound or shall
fuse or neglect carefully to deposit such mail or bag or box in some
boure and dry place on board of such vessel or to convey the same upon
br then intended voyage such master or person shall for every such
flence forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of nat less than fifty pounds nor
pore than one hundred pounds: Provided alwagys that every such master
person in command who shall duly receive on board any such mail or
ag or box (for the purpose of conveying the same according to the direc-
on thereof) shall be entitled immediately to demand and receive from such
ostmaster or Port Officer for the carriage thereof one penny for every letter
ntained therein (excepting only for despatches from the Governor of this
frovince for the time being) such master or person giving a receipt for the
oney 8o received by him which receipt shall be a sufficient voucher

r such payment and the same shall be allowed in account at the Post
Mice accordingly.

XV, And also that if any person whatsoever shall secrete or embezzle or
juowingly open detain or delay or cause or suffer to be opened detained or
dlayed any letter or packet after the same shall have been delivered into
Post Office or into the house of any person employed in the receiving
arrying or delivering of letters or packets under this Act and before deliver
oor for the use of the person to whom such letter or packet shall be directed
kxcept under an express warrant in writing in that behalf under the hand of
e Governor of this Province for the time being or except where the party
9 whom such letter or packet shall be addressed or who shall be chargeable
ith the postage thereof shall refuse or neglect to pay such postage and
Keept sugh letters or packets as shall be returned for want of true directions
? where the party or parties to whom the same are directed cannot be found)
uoh person shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of
less than five pounds nor more than fifty pounds. ’
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XVI. Andalsothatif any person shall freadidently take from the possession

" ALY postmaster or other person employed to: convey post letters or from

it of any Post Office or place appointed for the receipt or delivery of post

tters any letter or packet or bag or mail of letters sent er to be sent by
-t Post or fraudulently take any letter or packet out of any such bag or

Kl every person so offending shall be deemed to have stolen the same and
Péing thereof duly convicted shall be adjudged guilty of felony.

And

Vessels departing
from the Province
compeiled to teke
mails,

Persons opening
detaining or de-
laying letters.

Taking  letters
from persons in
the Post - office,
&c. Felony,
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Sending or con-  WYIT Apd also that after the commencement of this
-veying letters ; . .

- sending or conveying such letter or packet or taking charge of the same j
such carriage or' conveyance shall for every such letter or packet forfeit g
pay a penalty or sum of:not less than two pounds nor more than twey
pounds and that in all presecutions under this section every letter or pac
sent or carried or taken gharge of to be carried otherwise than by post sh;

be deemed to have been for hire or reward unless the contrary shall be Sho
. by the defendant.

' Exceptiong,

senger nor to any letter or packet bona fide sent or carried to of from a P
Office or to or from any place distant five miles or upwards from any P
Office or place appointed fox the receipt or delivery of Post letters,

Mail contractors, XIX._ And also that i.t si;all be lawful for the Postma_ster

name on behalf of the Govetnment for or in respect of the due carriage an
conveyance of the several mails throughout this Province or any or either d
them and to sue or be sued: upon such contracts accordingly and if ay
person having entered into any such contracts shall during the continuane ‘
thereof unlawfully refuse or meglect to perform the same or shall in an

manner omit to comply with eny stipulation or provision therein he or sh
shall forfeit and pay for every such offence a penalty or sum of not less tha
five pounds nor more than fifty pounds.

=~ 5

Proceedings for © X X. And also that all offentes against this Act or against any or eitherd

penalty, the rules or regulations so to be made under this Act as aforesaid in respe
of which said offences any peéuniary fine or penalty is by this: Act imposd
where no other provision for the recovery thereof is in that behalf made shil
be heard and determined and such fine and Penalties be awarded and impos
in a summary way by and before any two Justices of the Peace or il
‘Resident Magistrate appointed under the Act of Council of this Provin
ist of Victoria No. 2 for the district wherein such penalty shall be incurr
and may be recovered by distress sale and imprisonment in common for
and that all fines and penalties so awarded and imposed sh=ll be aceounte
for with and paidin to the Collector of Internal Revenue of this Provind
for the time being and be placed to the credit of the General Revenue of ti
Province Provided always that all such fines and penalties may be remitt
in whole or part by the Governar. : -
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SCHEDULE REFERRED TO.

B —

Schedule of Rates of Postage in the Province of Soutk
Australia :— ‘
: s.
For every letter not exceeding half an ounee in weight, received

from Europe or elsewhere, except the Australian Colonies.. 1

For every letter ag above from the different Australian

Olonies.-..,- Setssrenenesunone roog_‘uc.ououcco-.nc cene

For every letter as above despatched from the Colony..,u.....

For every letter or package weighing less than half an ounce,
from one Post Qffice to another, not

Exceeding 15 mﬂes o«-u:’n----.-ucso.-----o

20 miles nc--éo.---oun.--u..-o .o

30 miles I.l.ﬁ;.‘l.'l.‘l"....."

miles ‘.'.é.....l....ll‘...'.

80 miles .., ,..... "ttesesenaas

120 miles we -ovg'--' Sevevsne Yene,ne

170 miles I‘I.;ll......."l..l.l.

230 mi]es l.‘.:"....ll.,'l‘.-...

300 miles R I

For every such letter or package forwarded‘by S€Asesevanannas

And 50 on in proportion for letters and packets of alighter weight.

The town delivery of letters not exceeding four ounces in weight

For every newspaper received in the colony unless sent to the

proprietors of n:wspapers published in the colony.ve.sa...

o charge to be imposed on newspapers sent out of the colony,

€Wspapers on which any thing more than the addressis written
to be charged as letfers if taken, ﬁ

Parcels not exceeding one pound weight to be charged..svu.s. 1 0

NOtexceedingtWOpoundS.-n-ou--.....g-..-........--.... 2 0

Andfor everyadditionalpound--......u.f‘...u.-....u.-..- 0 6

Should parcels be found to contain any writing or letter except the address
or invoice or other baper explanatory of the cuntents they will be charged at
 the rate of single letter for each half ounce end .if found to contain news.
4 Dapers half thisrate. No parcel beyond one* pound weight can be sent by
§ land te any part of the Province, :
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GEORGE GREY,

Grpvernor of South Australia.

Passed in Council, thig Thirteenth Day c;xf July, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and F orty-One, :
A. M. MUNDY,

Clerk of Council,

ADELAIDE : Printed by authority by Ropkrr Tromas and Co.,
Government Printers, Hindley-street.





