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AN ACT for Elec ric Telegraphs. 
I [05 June, 1857.J 

BE it enacted by His Excellency t~' Governor of Tasmania, by and 
with the a?vice a~d consent of the gislative Council and House of 
Assembly, Il1 Parhament assembled, a 'follows:-

1 From and after the passing of this~Act every line of communication Present and 
by Electric Telegraph constructed or to be constructed in Tasmania, and futl!re lines to be 
every Submarine Telegraph connected ith the Island of Tasmania and subject to Act, and 
its Dependencies, constructed out of th public funds respectively, shall rules to be made. 
be under and subject to the several pro'sions of this Act, and the several 
rules and regulations hereby author ed to be made as hereinafter 
mentioned. 

2 It shal~ lawful for the Govern to appoint a proper person to Governor mayap­
be Inspe9J11"0f Telegraphs, who sh I superintend the construction, point and remove 
establishifient, management, mainten nee, and protection of lines of Indspoecmtor & 

. t' b El . T I d I . h h an cers, c. commumca IOn y ectrlc e egrap an a so to appomt suc ot er 
officers, clerks, and servants as may necessary; and such Inspector 
of Telegraphs, officers, clerks, and rvants, from. time to time to 
;remo:ve, and appoint others in!heir st ~~ 

~/{ef~ ~~(eJ( /'] ~ 1:? 
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and to take 
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Governor may 
issue Warrant for 
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20° VICT No. 22. 

3 It shall be lawful for the aid Inspector of Telegraphs, and all 
persons acting under his authori ,to enter into and upon any 1ands 
in Tasmania, not being a garde orchard, yard, or lawn, and to survey 
and take levels of the same or ny part thereof, and also to dig, cut, 
remove, and carry away any s one, soil, sand, gravel, and trees or 
timber, suitable or necessary for the construction, formation, or main­
tenance of any such line of corn unication or any part thereof, or any 
other works belonging or in any ise appertaining to any such line. 

4 It shall be lawful for the said Inspector of Telegraphs, and all 
persons acting under his autho ity, to erect, set up, and maintain all 
masts or posts for the supportin of any cord or wire of any such line 
in and upon any lands, not ex epted in the previous Section, upon 
giving Twenty-one days' notice 0 the Proprietor or his Agent, and 
to the Ocoupier, and in and pnn any shore of the sea, and any 
road, and to make all needful d necessary excavations in the same 
for erecting or placing such ma ts or posts, and also for laying down 
subterranean lines of communic ion, and to attach any cord or wire to 
any such masts or posts, an to maintain, preserve, and amend 
the same when necessary: rovided that every cord or wire 
of any such line, if above the s rface, crossing any road be placed at 
least eighteen feet from the grou d; anti that the free use and enjoyment 
of any road, and the navigation f any inlet, bay, river, creek, or lake. 
over, along, across, or underneat which any such cord or wire or line 
of communication may pass, be ot hindered or obstructed further than 
is absolutely necessary for the 1 oper construction, establishment, and 
maintenance of anv such line of communication. 

,; 

5 All indigenous trees and underwood, not growing on any lands 
excepted in Section 3, may b cut and removed for the space of 
twenty feet on each side of an sllch line of communication by the 
proprietor of the lands upon ich such trees and underwood may 
be; and in default thereof the said Inspector of Telegraphs, and all 
persons acting under his author y, may enter upon the said lands, and 
cause the said trees and underw od to be cut and removed, upon giving 
Fourteen days' notice to the Pro rietor and Occupier: Provided always 
that, in the exercise of the powe s granted by this Act, the Inspector of 
Telegraphs, or persons acting u der his order, shall do as little damage 
as may be. 

6 In all cases where by auth rity of this Act the said Line of Tele­
graph shall be constructed so to cause any loss or injury exceeding 
Five Pounds, by cutting down mber or taking materials or otherwise, 
to the owner or occupier of any and, it shall be lawful for the owner or 
occupier, or both, as the case ay be, to demand of and from the 
Inspector of Telegraphs Comp nsation for any injury sustained by 
him by reason of the constructio of such Line of Telegraph; and such 
Compensation shall be ass~ssed by two Arbitrators, to be chosen one 
by the said [nspector of Tel raphs and the other by the person 
claiming such Compensation, a d such Arbitrators shall have power 
to appoint an Umpire, whose ecision in case of difference between 
the Arbitrators, or in the event of their neglecting to make an award 
within two months from the dat of their appointment, shall be binding 
and conclusive; and it shal be lawful for the Governor, by 
Warrant under his hand, to cl rect the issue of any sum which may 
be awarded by such Arbitrato or Umpire as aforesaid out of the 
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Colonial Treasury to the person or pe sons in whose favour the Award 
shall be made in respect of the injur sustained by the construction of 
the said Line of Telegraph: Provide that no Arbitration shall be had, 
and in Compensation shall be mad under this Act unless the same 
shall be demanded within three m ths after the first entry upon the 
land for the purpose of the construct' n of such Line of Telegraph. 

57 

'I It shall be lawful for the Govern with the advice of the Executive Power for 
Council to appoint the amount of fee, rates, or dues to be demanded Governor to make 
or received for the transmission or co eyance of any despatch, message, rules, &c. 
or communication by means of any s ch line, and for the due delivery 
thereof respectively, and for copies of any such despatch, message, or 
communication; and also, with the a vice aforesaid, to make rules and 
regulations for the transmission an conveyance of all despatches, 
messages, or communications by mea s of any such line, and for the 
payment of such fees, rates, and due and generally for the conduct, 
managerrlent, working, and mainte ance of any such line of com-
munication, and any such fee, rate 0 due, rule or regulation, to increase 
or lower, repeal, alter, or vary respec vely, and appoint and make such 
others as may be deemed expedient: Provided that a scale of all such Rule~, &c. to be 
fees, rates, and dues, and a copy of e ery such rule or regulation, shall publIshed. 
be published in the Hobart Town G zette. 

8 All such fees, rates, and dues s to be appointed as aforesaid shall Payment of 
be paid to such person at such pIa and in such manner as may be rates, &c. 
directed in such rules and regulatitns as afores~id; and in case of 
refusal or neglect of payment of any ch fee, rate, or due, or any part 
thereof, on demand to the person ap ointed to receive the same, such 
person may sue for and recover the ame In any Court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

9 It shall be the duty of any uch person, and of all officers, Messages,&~.how 
servants, or workmen employed in he working or operating of' any to be transmItted. 
such line of communication, to tran mit all messages, despatches, or 
communications in the order in whic they are received under a penalty 
not exceeding Fifty Pounds: Provi d that every message in relation 
to the arrest of criminals, the disc very or prevention of crime, or 
any other matter connected with th administration of justice, and all 
Gov('rnment messages or despatches shall be transmitted ~n-.preference 
to :,ny othcrJ!!~sage or despatch. (' ~7"'d4 -6/ r(j .#:c.tTZ 
.~itP f(~'7, ~/.:J • <~iZ. :3. ,/.. ~ ,-J 7 .,( I, V 
, 0 Any ~rsoh who ~a~l wilfu y or negligently inju , molest, ~%!t~!or in- . 

r destroy, or wilfully or negligentl pe it to be injured . olested, JU ng lelegraph 
any of the said lines of co mm un ati ,any of the wires, cords, °in~lin:' ~~ stop-
insulations, posts, piers, abutments, appa tus, or works belonging to P ,. 
or connected therewith, or any part ereo , or the material or property 
relating thereto, or shall in any way 'lrull r negligently disturb, ob-
struct, or interrupt the free use or wor ing of an, such line of communica-
tion, or any works connected therew h, or shal ilfully and unlawfully 
obstruct. hinder, or prevent the £ rming, con tructing, completing, 
or maintaining any such line of c munication or any part thereof, 
shall on conviction forfeit a sum n t exceeding . fty Pounds, or be 
imprisoned, with or without hard lour, for any p riod not exceeding 
six calendar months at the discretio of the Justices djudicating. 

11 Any officer, clerk, operator, r other person employed in the Secrecy. 
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working of any such line as afo esaid, divulging the contents of any 
private or secret message, despatc , or communication transmitted or 
conveyed, or to be transmitted 0 conveyed, by any such line shall, 
on conviction, be liable to a fine n exceeding One hundred Pounds, or 
be imprisoned, with or without ha labour, for any period not exceeding 
six months at the discretion of he Justices adjudicating: Provided 
that nothing herein contained sha prevent the person duly authorised 
in that behalf from giving copie of any message, despatch, or com­
munication to any person duly thorised to receive the same by the 
perlSon sending the message, despa ch, or communication. 

12 It shall be lawful for any erson whomsoever, with or without 
Warrant, to apprehend any pe on who shall be found wilfully 
injuring, disturbing, or destroyi g any of the said lines of com­
munication, or any of the wir s, cords, insulations, posts, piers, 
abutments, apparatus, or works b longing to or connected therewith, 
and to convey him, or to delive him to some constable to be con­
veyed by him, before some Jus ces of the Peace to be dealt with 
according to law; and any per n resisting any person acting in 
execution of the provisions of t s Act shall be liable on conviction 
to a penalty not exceeding TwentPounds, or to imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for ~ny pe od not exceeding two months. 

13 Any notice required to be sved und~r this Act upon any owner, 
agent, or occupier shall be eithe served personally on such owner, 
agent, or occupier, or left at their st known usual place of abode in 
Tasmania, and in the event of th re being no occupier of such land, 
shall be affixed on some conspicuo s part of such land. 

14 When any Notice under th Act is served upon any occupier 
who is not the owner of the land, s ch occupier shall forthwith transmit 
such Notice to the owner or his ag nt, but the neglect of such occupier 
to comply with the provisions 0 this Section shall not prevent the 
Inspe~or of Telegraphs from proc ding under this Act. 

15 In any case in which a noti e of fourteen days as hereinbefore 
required to be given has been serv ,it shall be lawful for the owner 
or occupier of the lands therein eferred to, at any time before the 
expiration of such notice, by no ce in writing to the Inspector of 
Telegraphs, to object to the Inspe or of Telegraphs, or persons acting 
under him, making use of such la s, either on the ground that· the 
land proposed to be taken or used r any of the purposes aforesaid, or 
some part thereof, or of the materi s contained therein, are essential to 
be retained by such owner in order 0 the beneficial enjoyment of other 
neighbouring lands belonging to im, or on the ground that other 
lands lying contiguous or near to hose proposed to be taken would 
be still more fitting to be used :£; r such purposes by the Inspector of 
Telegraphs; and upon objection s made such proceedings may be had 
as hereinafter mentioned. 

16 If the objection so made be n the ground that the lands pro,. 
posed to be taken, or some part ereof, or the materials contained 
therein, are essential to be retained y the owner for his own use, or in 
order to the beneficial enjoyment of ther neighbouring lands belonging 
to him, it shall be lawful for any ustice, on the application of such 
owner, to summon the In$pector 0 Telegraphs to appear before two 
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Justices at a time and place to be amed in the summons, such time 
not being later than fourteen day after the date of the application; 
and on the appearance of the Ins ector, or in his absence on proof of 
the due service of the summons, t shall be lawful for such Justices to 
enquire into the truth of such gr und of objection; and if it appear 
to such Justices that for some spe al reason, to be stated in the Order 
after mentioned, the lands so prop sed to be taken, or any part thereof, 
or of the materials contained ther n, are essential to be retained by the 
owner of such lands in order t the beneficial use or enjoyment of 
other neighbouring lands belongi to him, and ought not therefore to 
be taken or used by the Inspecto of Telegraphs, it shall be lawful for 
such Justices, by writing under t eir hands, to order that the lands so 
proposed to be taken, or some part thereof, or of the materials contained 
therein, to be specified in such Or r, shall not be taken or used by the 
Inspector or persons acting under im; and after service of such Order 
on the Inspector, it shall not be la ful for him to take or use, without 
the previous consent in writing 0 the owner thereof, any of the lands 
or materials which by such Order e is ordered not to take or use. 
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17 If the objection so made as foresaid be on the ground that other Power to Justices 
lands lying contiguous to those pro osed to be taken, and being sufficient to order other 
in quantity, and such as the Inspe tor is hereinbefore authorised to use lands to be taken. 
for the purposes aforesaid, would e more fitting to be used by the 
Inspector, and if in such case the nspector shall refuse to occupy such 
other lands in lieu of those menti ed in the notice, it shall be lawful 
for any Justice, on the applicaf n of such owner or occupier, to 
summon the Inspector and the ow ers or occupiers of such other lands 
to appear before two Justices at a ime and place to be named in such 
summons, such time not being ore than twenty days after such 
application nor less than fourt n days from the service of such 
summons; and un the appearanc of the parties, Of, in the absence of 
any of them, on proof of due servi e of the summons, it shall be lawful 
for such Justices to determine sum arily which of the said lands shall 
be used by the Inspector for the pu poses aforesaid, and to authorise the 
Inspector to occupy and use the sa) e accordingly. 

18 If in the case last mentione it appear to such Justices, upon the Power to Justices 
inquiry before them, that the land of any other party not summoned to summon other 
before them, being sufficient in qu ntity, and such as the Inspector is ~hwners before 
hereinbefore authorised to take or se for the purposes aforesaid, would em. 
be more fitting to be used by t Inspector than the lands of the 
persons who shall have been so sum oned as aforesaid, it shall be lawful 
for the said Justices to adjourn sue inquiry, and to summon such other 
persons to appear before them at a y time not being more than twenty 
days from such inquiry nor less th n fourteen days from the service of 
such summons; and on the appear nee of the parties, or in the absence 
of any of them on the proof of d e service of the summons, it shall 
be lawful for such Justices to dete ine finally which of such lands 
shall be used for the purposes afor aid, and to authorise the Inspector 
to occupy and use the same accord gly. 

19 All offences committed agai t the provisions of this Act may be Procedure. 
prosecuted, and all penalties he by imposed recovered, under the 
" Magistrates Summary Procedur Act." 

20 Any p@rson feeling himself, ggrieved by any conviction, order, Appeal. 
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Interpretation. 

Short title. 
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or judgment of any Justice or 
shall be at liberty to appeal from 
in the manner provided by " T. 
information, complaint, convictio 
ceeded in under this Act shall be 

21 The words private or secre 
in Section Eleven shall be defin 
communications described in wri 
of sending the same by the pers 

stices of the Peace under this Act 
uch conviction, order, or judgment 
Appeals' Regulation Act;" but no 

, order, or judgment initiated or pro­
emoved by certiorari. 

message, despatch, or communication 
to apply to messages, despatches, or 

ng to be private or secret at the time 
sending the same. 

22 In referring to this Act it hall be sufficient to make use of thp. 
expression" The Electric Teleg ph Act." 

.TAMES BARNARD, 
4Ol0TERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


