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PHYSIOTHERAPISTS BILL

E X P L A N A T O R Y  N O T E S  

T h e  purpose  o f  this Bill is to re-enact an d  am end  the law relating to Physiotherapists.

(TAywJC I.
C on ta in s  the usual provisions relating to the sho r t  title, the com m encem ent which will he hy one 

proc lam ation  o f  the  G overnor- in -C ounc il ,  and  the division o f  the Bill into parts.

2 .

Repeals the 1958 an d  the  Mas'j-gt/r.y / ter  1967 and  conta ins  saving provisions
in relation to the two repealed Acts.

C/aiYj'g 3.
C on ta in s  the In terpreta tions.

4.
Establishes the Physiotherapists  Registra tion Board o f  Victoria.

C/an.fg 5.
Provides for  the m em bersh ip  o f  the Board to be six as follows

(а) 2 medical practitioners.
(б) 4 registered physio therapis ts  o ther  than persons registered temporarily .

Sub-clause (2) provides for a period o f  appo in tm en t  o f  a m em ber  no t exceeding 3 years and  sub-clause 
(3) enables the G o v e rn o r  in Council to remove a m em ber from ollice.

Sub-clause (4) exempts a Board M em ber  from (he provisions o f  the S'en'/ee / t r /  1974 and
Sub-clause (5) permits Board M em bers  to receive fees expenses and allowances.

C/Af/.yg 6.
Provides for the election by the Board M em bers  o f  a C ha irm an  who will preside for I year

and  generally relates to meetings o f  the Board.

7.
C on ta ins  provisions relating to the te rm ination  o f  the appo in tm en t  o f  a Board M em ber  for the 

several reasons set out therein and  the tilling o f  the consequential vacancy.

8.
Perm its the m em bers  o f  the M asseurs  Registra tion  Board to continue as m em bers o f  Pl.ysioihcrapists

Board fo r  the  rem ainder  o f  the period o f  their respective terms.

9.
Sets ou t the powers and duties o f  the Board.

C/ofmg 10.
Enables the Board  to ap p o in t  a R egis tra r  and  such o ther  stalT as arc necessary for the purposes o f  the 

Board. Provisions relating to the fixing o f  staff salaries and the dismissal o f  s ta lf  a re included.

11.

Prevents a person who is no t registered as a physio therap is t  from recovering fees in a court o f  law 
for  the perform ance o f  physio therapy  or  advice in relation thereto.

Sub-clause (2) exempts certain professions and processes from the prohibition .

C/aw6'g 12.
Enables a person to apply  to be registered as a physiotherapis t  and directs the Board to register persons 

who fulhl the  pre-requisites set ou t in sub-clause (2).
Sub-clause (3) enables the Board to refuse to register an  o therwise qualified appl ican t  if such applican t 

has been refused registra tion as a physiotherapis t in a place outside Victoria or if the Board is satisfied that 
the  app lican t  is no t  professionally com peten t to practise in Victoria.
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C/jwjg 13.
Enables ihe B oa rd  to  g ran t  te m p o ra ry  reg is tra tion  and  sets ou t  the circum stances u nder  which 

te m p o ra ry  reg is tra tion  m ay be granted .

C/az/jg 14.
Provides for the  a n n u a l  renewal o f  regis tra tion  as a physiotherapis t .

C/zzw.yc.s' 15 16.
R ela te  to the  keeping o f  the Register o f  physio therap is ts  and  its publication .

17.
Enables the Board  to cancel o r  suspend the registration o f  a physio therap is t  subject to the d irections 

contained  in sub-clause (2).

C/az/Jg 18.
Gives the Board  certain  powers under  the Xc/ 1958 in respect to inquiries held un d er  Clause

17 (2) (6).

C/azzj'g 19.
Enables a person who has been refused registration or  whose registra tion  has been cancelled or 

suspended  by the Board  to appeal to a Judge  in C ham bers  against such refusal, cancella tion  o r  suspension.

C/zzzz.yg 20.
Requires a person whose registra tion  has been cancelled to re turn  all certificates issued to him in 

relation to such registration.

C/az/.ye 21.
Provides for fees and penalties under  the Act to be paid to the Board  and enables the Board to apply  

the fees and  penalties received to its general expenses.

C/az/.se 22.
Requires the Board to report  annua lly  to the M inister  as regards its proceedings together  with a 

copy o f  the financial s ta tem ent required pu rsuan t to Clause 21 (3).

C/zvzYJc 23.
Exem pts persons registered under the Act in respect o f  disabilities o f  unregistered persons recovering 

fees under  the f/Y/c/zVzo/zz?/.s Xc/ 1970 and the p roposed  C h irop rac to rs  and O steopaths  Act.

C/zzzv.yg 24.
Creates the offence o f  unregistered persons using certain titles and  provides a penalty  o f  $1,000.
T he  clause also prohibits  the use o f  the machines and  processes set ou t  in the Schedule by persons 

o ther  th a n  physiotherapis ts  and  persons m entioned  in sub-clause (3).
Provision is m ade to am end  the Schedule by p roclam ation .

C/azv.ye 25.
Sets dow n the penalty  for p rocur ing  or  a t tem p ting  to p rocure  registra tion  by false o r  f raudulen t  

declara tion  o r  by wilfully causing any falsification relating to the Register.

C/z7zz.ye 26.
Sets ou t  the  penalty  for failure to com ply  with an o rder  o f  the Board , with the R egula tions o r  with 

the provisions o f  the Act.

C/azv.9e 27.
Em pow ers  the Board to au thorize  the taking o f  proceedings under  the Act.

C/nzz6e 28.
C on ta ins  the Regula tion  m ak ing  powers o f  the G o v e rn o r  in Council including the prescribing o f  fees.
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