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T R A N SPO R T  WORKS AND SERVICES BILL 1977.

E X P L A N A T O R Y  M E M O R A N D U M .

The Bill seeks Parliamentary sanction  for expenditure o f  funds allocated to the R ailw ays and for 
advances in respect o f  road transport services from the W orks and Services A cco u n t  for the 1977-78 financial 
year.

C o m m on w ea lth  funds have been provided for the continuation  o f  approved projects co m m en ced  in 
previous years under the U rban  Public Transport A greem ent and approval is being sought to transfer som e  o f  
these funds to m eet Victoria's co m m itm en ts  for the purchase o f  new trains. T he C om m o n w ea lth  has also  
agreed to provide a further $1 million in the current year tow ards the acquisit ion o f  new trains.

T he provis ions included in Item 4 o f  the Bill include the a llocation  o f  funds from both  State and  
C o m m o n w e a lth  sources for urban d eve lop m en t projects.

T he c o m p o n en ts  o f  the total estimated funds available  to the Railways in 1977-78 com p ared  with  
[he 1976-77 a llocation s  are as fo l low s :

Siate^ F u n d s  . .  

C o m m o n w ea lth  Grants  

R ailw ay F unds

1976-77 1977-78
SM .SM C//(7/7g(?

3 1 .9 8 3 6 .3 0 +  13-5
8 .8 0  M 6 . 8 5  (6) - 2 2 - 2
1 .5 4 2 .81  W +  82 -5

4 2 .3 2 4 5 .9 6 +  8 -6

(а) In addit ion  to this a m ou n t ,  the C om m o n w ea lth  paid $4 65 million tow ards cost escalation
on approved jo in t  C o m m o n w e a lth /S ta te  projects.  This was a recoupm ent o f  certain  
State expenditure in previous years.

(б) T he  C o m m o n w ea lth  a llocation  for 1977-78  is tentative and includes an est imate o f  funds
available  for escalation which is subject to confirm ation  by the C o m m o n w ea lth .

(c) R ailw ay funds available for capital works are derived m ainly  from the sale o f  certain Railway  
assets, and consequently  the figure sh ow n  in the ab ove  table for 1977-78 is an estimate.

As the A ct must con tin u e  to operate until a new A ct is passed and has received the R oyal A ssen t—  
possibly late in 1978— provision is made in the Bill for sufficient authority  ($84 ,900 ,000) to cover  estimated  
expenditure up till 31st D ecem ber ,  1978.

T h e  1978 A ct,  w hen it co m es  into operation , will autom atica l ly  cancel the unexhausted provision  
in the 1977 Act.

Sub-item s 101 to  113 o f  Item 1, 201 to 205 o f  Item 2 and 301 o f  Item 3 refer to annual provisions,  
i.e. continuing works and purposes on which expenditure is incurred year by year.

Sub-item s 114 to 116 o f  Item 1 and 303 and 304 o f  Item 3 refer to specific works, each o f  which is 
estimated to cost  $100 ,000  or more.

T h e  sub-item s listed under Item 4 are in respect o f  expenditure to im prove urban services. T hese  
comprise both  specific works and con tin u o u s  program m es.

P rovision  is also m ade in sub-item 302 o f  Item 3 to cover  expenditure on any new line that m ay be 
authorized during currency o f  the Act.
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A n exp lanatory  statement, setting ou t for each sub-item , actual expenditure during the 1976-77  
financial year, proposed  expenditure in 1977-78  and the proposed provision in the Bill, appears on page 
N o .  4  o f  this M em ora n d u m .

T h e  fo l low in g  addit ional inform ation  is supplied for the assistance o f  H on o rab le  M em bers in
consider ing  the various items and sub-item s in the Bill : —

ITEM 1 — W AY AND W ORKS.

ITEM 2— ROLLING STOCK, EQUIPMENT, MACHINERY AND OTHER W ORKS.

T h e sub-item s listed under Item s 1 and 2 relate in the main to works to be undertaken outs ide  the urban  
area. Expenditure p roposed  on projects under the general headings o f  stations and yards, locom otive
a cco m m o d a t io n ,  signalling, track relaying, co m m u n icat ion s ,  plant and equipm ent, and w a g o n  construction
has been program m ed as an essential step in the upgrading o f  railway services to  the standards necessary  
to enable  the R ailw ays to  operate successfully  in a com m ercial and m ore  com petit ive  environm ent.

This  expenditure will result in im proved freight yard and freight terminal facilities ; better station  
facilities ; upgraded and strengthened tracks ; upgrading and m odernization  o f  the com m u n ica t ion s  
network : provision o f  plant and equipm ent for track maintenance, and to facilitate freight handling ; and 
construction  o f  m odern, high speed bogie  w agon s and vans, many o f  which will cater for specific traffics, 
such as containers, m otor  vehicles and steel.

Other projects which will be carried ou t under these items, such as installation o f  f lashing lights and 
b o o m  barriers, and reconstruction o f  bridges will to a lesser extent also play a part in the overall plan to 
upgrade railways, but primarily fall into the category o f  w orks which increase safety factors, for road users  
as well as rail users.

A lloca t ion s  for grade separation at level crossings are made from the Transport Fund, consequently  
no provision has been m ade for these w orks in this Bill.

Expenditure will a lso  be incurred on  addit ional or im proved dwelling a cco m m o d a t io n ,  m ainly  in 
country  areas, occupied  by railway staff. T he progressive program m e o f  provis ion of, or im provem ent to, 
staff am enities  will be continued this year ; as a lso  will the program m e o f  conversion  o f  the high tension  
electricity supply for the M elbourne  electrified lines from 25 to 50 H z, because o f  eventual d iscontinuance
o f  25 H z su p p ly  from the  N e w p o r t  P o w e r  s ta t io n .

Item I m akes provis ion  for the fo l lo w in g  specific  projects :
G e e lo n g  Line : D u p lica t io n  o f  Little R iv er -C o r io  section.
S om erton  : Provision  o f  a bog ie  exchange  centre.
South  D y n o n  : Provision  o f  an interstate container terminal.

W ork  has already co m m en c ed  on duplication  o f  the remaining single track section o f  the G ee lon g
line.

Proposals  for the establishm ent o f  a bogie  exchange  centre at Som erton  and for an interstate container  
terminal at South  D y n o n  are being investigated. N o  funds have been provided for these tw o  projects in 
the current financial year but provis ion  has been m ade for poss ib le  expenditure in 1978-79.

T o  meet the present traffic needs o f  the R ailw ays twenty addit ional diesel electric  loco m o tiv e s  are 
being purchased— at 1 9 .1 0 .7 7 ,  16 new lo com otive s  had been delivered. T hese  locom otive s  will im prove
R a ilw ay  efficiency a n d  the  R ailw ays' ab il i ty  to  meet traffic d e m a n d s .

Sub-item 113— A gen cy  W ork s m akes  provision for expenditure on  w orks undertaken on behalf  
o f  other bodies  in those  cases where expenditure is funded initially from the W ork s and Services A ccoun t.  
T he recoupm ent o f  costs  are paid to  the credit o f  the State L oans R ep aym en t Fund.

A n  allocation  has been m ade to  continue  the program m e o f  m oderniz ing  the rail w ag on  fleet  
with b ogie  w agons.
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ITEM 3 — CONSTRUCTION OF N E W  LiNES OF RAILW AY, E T C .

P ro v is io n  is m a d e  in th e  Bill f o r  p o s s ib le  e x p e n d i tu r e  on th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  a  new  ra i lw ay  
from the ^ v e r  Entrance D o c k s  area to  con n ect  w ith  existing rail facilities. T his  expenditure is subject  
to a decis ion  being m ad e  to  proceed with this project.

T h e  Bill a lso  provides funds for the purchase o f  land for the Eastern R ailw ay.

F u n d s  are required to cover  the estimated expenditure for reports, inspections and surveys, and the  
preparation o f  an y  necessary plans and est im ates during the currency o f  the Act. Provision  is m ade  a lso  
to cover  expenditure  on  any new  line that m ay be authorized during the currency o f  the Act.

ITEM 4 U R B A N  DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  s po licy  to  attract com m uters  to  pu b lic  transport, a program m e
o f  projects designed to  im p rove  the standards o f  service for urban rail travellers has been approved.

T h e  urban transport im provem en t projects on  w hich  expenditure will be incurred during the currencv
o f  th is  A c t  a r e  :—

C on stru ction  o f  new  suburban stations.
R econ stru ction  o f  existing stations.
E xtension  o f  au tom a tic  pow er  signalling and am algam ation  o f  signal boxes.  
C a u lh e ld -M o r d ia l lo c  : addit ional track.
M a c le o d -G r e e n s b o r o u g h  : duplication .
R in g w o o d -B a y s w a te r /C r o y d o n  : duplication .
U p g rad in g  urban co m m u n ica t io n  lines, facilities and equipm ent.
Prov is ion  o f  passenger interchange facilities.
P rov is ion  o f  new  suburban electric  trains.
A l to n a  J u n c t io n - W e r r i b e e  ; e lec tr i f ica t ion .

T h e  p ro v is io n  o f  a d d i t io n a l  tracks, together w ith  th e  e x ten s io n  o f  p o w e r  signall ing , will p e rm i t  
additional peak period services to be run on suburban lines, and im proved  services to outer areas.

P rovision  has been m ad e  for continu ation  o f  the present delivery rate o f  ten new  suburban electric  
trains per annum .

ITEM 5 — RO AD TRANSPORT SERVICES.

P ro v is io n  is m a d e  in th e  Bill fo r  th e  m aking o f  a d v a n c e s  in  re sp ec t  o f  r o a d  t r a n s p o r t  services.

In accordance with  the G overn m ent's  decis ion  to  assist the extensive private enterprise segm ent o f  
public transport, provis ion  has been m ade for loans to  private bus operators for the purchase o f  new  buses
to im p ro v e  vehicle s ta n d a rd s .
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