1953. Electoral Districts. No. H683

No. 5683.

An Act to make provision for the Redivision of the
State of Victoria into Electoral Districts for the
Legislative Assembly, and for other purposes.

[3rd June, 1953.]

E it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty by

and with the advice and consent of the Legislative

Council and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in this

present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the
same as follows (that is to say) :—

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Electoral Dustricts Act
1953 and shall be read and construed as one with 7he
Constutution Act Amendment Act 1928 (hereinafter called
the Principal Act) and any Act amending the same all of
which Acts and this Act may be cited together as The
Constitution Act Amendment Acts.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to be
fixed by proclamation of the Governor in Council
published in the Government Gazette.

2. TFollowing on the commencement of this Act and
thereafter whenever any alteration is made in the number of
Commonwealth Electoral Divisions i Victoria or in any
boundaries thereof the provisions of this Act shall apply
and have effect with respect to the redivision of the State
of Victoria into electoral districts for the Legislative Assembly
of Victoria :

Provided that no such redivision shall be made if
the whole number of members of the Legislative Assembly
would be thereby decreased.

3. (1) For the purpose of each such redivision of the
State of Victoria into electoral districts three Commissioners
shall be appointed by the Governor in Council.

2) Of
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i (2) Of the Commissioners so appointed—
(@) one shall be the Chief Electoral Officer;

(b) one shall be the Commonwealth Electoral Officer
for the State of Victoria ;

i (c) one shall be the Secretary for Lands.

o e e

T

5 e e et R Rl o P P i

(3) The Governor in Council may appoint one of the
Commissioners to be chairman.

Proceedings 4. At all meetings of the Commissioners the chairman
a meethd jf present shall preside and in his absence the Commissioners
s- present shall appoint one of their number to preside, and at
, all such meetings two Commissioners shall be a quorum
i and shall have full power to act.

Basls of 5. (1) In making any proposed redivision of the State

redivision of

Victorla lnto ~ Of  Victoria 1into electoral districts under this Act the
: dstriote. Commissioners shall provide for electoral districts on the basis
| of each of the Commonwealth KElectoral Divisions in
| Victoria existing at the date of the making of the proposed
| redivision being divided mto two electoral districts for the
ii Legislative Assembly approximately equal in number of
;r&f electors and so that at the date of the making of the proposed
v{ ' redivision in no case will the number of electors in any
) such electoral district exceed fifty-five per centum or be less
than forty-five per centum of the number of electors enrolled
for the Commonwealth IKlectoral Division in which it is

comprised.

(2) In making any such proposed redivision the
Commissioners shall give due consideration to—

(a) existing boundaries of subdivisions ;

(b) the likelihood of any change in the distribution of
electors within any locality ;
' (c) community or diversity of interests ;
| (d) means of communication ;

(¢) physical features.

Power to 6. Before reporting as hereinafter provided on any

Commissioncrs

to vist various - Proposed redivision the Commissioners may obtain such
places in

Victoria. reports and visit such places 1n Victoria as they deem
advisable.

N 7. The
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7. The Commissioners shall forward to the Minister
their report upon the proposed redivision and the number
of electors for the Legislative Assembly residing in each
proposed electoral district as nearly as can be ascertained
together with a map signed by the Commissioners showing
the name and the boundaries of each proposed electoral
district.

8. Within fourteen days after receipt by the Minister of
the report and map a copy thereof shall be laid before both
Houses of Parliament if Parliament is then sitting or if
Parliament is not then sitting within fourteen days after the
next meeting of Parliament and a copy thereof shall be
posted to each Member of Parliament.

9. (I) Unless within twenty-eight days after the report
and map are so laid before the Legislative Assembly each
House of Parliament passes a resolution disapproving the
proposed redivision or negatives a motion for the approval
of the proposed redivision the proposed redivision shall be
deemed to be adopted.

(2) If each House of Parliament passes a resolution
disapproving the proposed redivision or negatives a motion
for the approval of the proposed redivision the Minister
may direct the Commissioners to propose a fresh redivision ;
and the Commissioners shall thereupon reconsider the
redivision and forthwith propose a fresh redivision.

(3) The Commissioners shall forward the proposed fresh
redivision to the Minister who shall cause it to be laid
before both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days after
receipt thereof if Parliament is then sitting, or if Parliament
is not then sitting then within fourteen days after the next
meeting of Parliament.

(4) Unless within twenty-eight days after the proposed
fresh redivision is so laid before the Legislative Assembly
each House of Parliament passes a resolution disapproving
the proposed fresh redivision or negatives a motion for the
approval of the proposed fresh redivision, the proposed
fresh redivision shall be deemed to be adopted.

10. (1) When the proposed redivision or the proposed
fresh redivision is so adopted or deemed to be adopted
the Governor in Council may by proclamation published
in the Government Gazette declare the names and boundaries

of the electoral districts.

(2) On
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(2) On from and after the day of the dissolution
or other lawful determination of the Legislative Assembly
occurring next after the publication of such proclamation
(which day 1s hereinafter referred to as the ““ appointed
day ”’) such electoral districts shall be the clectoral districts
for the Legislative Assembly for the purposes of The
Constitution Act Amendment Acts; and the namecs and
boundaries so declared shall be substituted for those
provided for in the Seventeenth Schedule to the Principal
Act or any substitution therefor and shall take effect as
if enacted in the said Seventeenth Schedule; and any
reference in the Principal Act or in any other Act to the
sald Scventeenth Schedule shall be deemed and taken to
refer to the said proclamation.

(3) Until such appointed day the redivision shall not
affect any election of a member of the Legislative
Assembly to serve in the place of a member whose seat has
become vacant ; but for the purposes of any such election
the electoral districts and any subdivisions as theretofore
existing and the electoral rolls in respect thereof shall
continue to have full force and effect notwithstanding that
any new electoral rolls have been prepared for the new
electoral districts.

11. (1) As soon as practicable after the publication in
the Government Gazette of any proclamation of the
Governor in Council declaring the names and boundaries
of the clectoral districts as aforesald new electoral rolls
shall be prepared in accordance with The Constitution
Act Amendment Acts for the several electoral districts
mentioned 1n the proclamation and the subdivisions
thereof proclaimed as hereinafter provided.

(2) The said new electoral rolls shall so far as practicable
be prepared on the basis of existing electoral rolls with any
necessary alterations and additions.

(3) For the purposes of the preparation of the said new
electoral rolls the Governor in Council may by proclamation
published in the Government Gazette—
district

() divide any electoral aforesaid into

subdivisions ;
(b) specify the boundaries and
subdivisions.

names of such .

(4) On
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(4) On from and after each appointed day—

(a) the new electoral rolls under this section, altered if
necessary so as to include all names duly added
thereto before the appointed day and to exclude
all names duly removed therefrom before the
sald day, shall come into force and shall continue
in force subject to the provisions of The
Constitution Act Amendment Acts;

(0) all electoral rolls of electors for the Legislative
Assembly 1in  force immediately before the
appointed day shall cease to have any further
force or effect ;

(c) the subdivisions as proclaimed under this section
. shall be the subdivisions of the electoral districts
under this Act with the boundaries and names so
proclaimed in all respects as if such proclamation
had been made under section one hundred and
fifty of the Principal Act.

12. (1) When the proposed redivision or the proposed
fresh redivision 1s adopted or deemed to be adopted as
aforesaid the Governor in Council may by proclamation
published in the Government Gazette declare which of the

electoral districts shall be metropolitan electoral districts
and which shall be country electoral districts for the
‘ purposes of the Principal Act.

(2) On from and after the day appointed for taking
the poll at the first general election of the Legislative
Assembly held after each appointed day the electoral
districts so declared to be country electoral districts shall
be country electoral districts for the purposes of sections
fourteen seventeen and one hundred and forty-one of
the Principal Act.

13. (1) On from and after the first appointed day
for sections one hundred and thirty-six and one hundred
and thirty-seven of the Principal Act there shall be
substituted the following sections :—

“136. Victoria shall be divided into electoral districts
as provided in The Constitution Act Amendment Acts
and the electors 0" each of such districts shall elect one
member for the Legislative Assembly.

137. The
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137. The Legislative Assembly shall consist of the
members elected by and representative of the electors
of the respective electoral districts as aforesaid.”

Amendment of (2) On from and after the day appointed for taking the

AT poll at the first general clection of the Legislative Assembly

amended by

No. 7246 . 2 held after the first appointed day in sections fourteen
Motropolitan S€VeNteen and one hundred and forty-one of the Principal
and comtry — Act as amended by any Act the words “or urban”

(wherever occurring) shall be repealed.

Speelal o to 14. Notwithstanding anything 1n this Act or the
censing Acts. Licensing Acts the several licensing districts under the
Nos. 3717, & Ticensing Acts as existing immediately before the

commencement of this Act shall continue unchanged 1In

number boundaries and names.

Genoral powers 15. Without affecting any powers of the Governor 1n
Goyernor, Council or the Minister under this or any other Act the

Governor in Council may—

(@) by Order give such directions or provide for all
such matters or things as appear necessary O
expedient—-

(i) for the purposes of the preparation of
the new electoral rolls provided for
in this Act; or

(ii) generally for the purposes of carrying
into effect any of the provisions of
this Act or of The Constitution Act
Amendment Acts as affected by this
Act;

(b) modify any provisions of any proclamation Order
in Council or regulation thercunder so far as
appears necessary or expedient to give effect
to any direction or Order under this section.
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