24 Geo. V] Fruit Growers Relief [No. 4199
(Commonwealth Payment).

No. 4199.

An Act to apply for the Benefit and Assistance of
necessitous Fruit Growers in Victoria certain
Moneys paid to the State pursuant to the
Commonwealth Act known as the Fruit

Growers’ Relief Act 1933,
[29th December, 1933.]

HEREAS the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Australia provides that the Parliament of the Com-
monwealth may grant financial assistance to any State on
such terms and conditions as the said Parliamend thinks fit :
And whereas by the Commonwealth Act known as the
I'ruit Growers Relief Aect 1933 1t 1s provided that subject
to that Act there shall be granted to each State out of
moneys appropriated by the Parliament of the Common-
wealth for the purpose, by way of financial assistance to
that State, the amount specified in the said Act:  And
whereas the amount so granted to the State of Victoria is
the sum of Thirty-six thousand three hundred and twenty-
one pounds :  And whereas 1t 15 further provided n the
said Act that any money granted to a State under the
said Act shall be so ouult( xd upon condition that it 1s
applied by the State Tor the benefit and assistance of
certain necessitous fruit growers:  And whereas 1t 1s
expedient to make provision for the application of moneys
so granted to the State of Victoria under the said Act
for the benefit and assistance of the said necessibous fruib
srowers as provided in this Act and with respect to certain
matters vel ating thereto: Be it therefore enacted by the
King's Most Iixcollent Majesty by and with the advice
and consent of the T m.slahvc Council and the Legislative
Assemnbly of Victoria in this present Parliament assembled
and by the authority of the same as follows (that 1s to say) :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Fruid Growers Belief suor tie.

(Commonaveclth Paypnent) Act 1933,

2. Tn this Act unless inconsistent with the context or
subject-matter—-
“ Authority ” means the authority appointed under

this Act. .
« Fruit
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LI - “Truit growers” means growers of apples or pears.

" Prescribed.” “ Prescribed ” means preseribed by this Act or the
regulations.

" Reunlations.” “ Regulations ” means regulations made under this
Act.

The “said The “ said Commonwealth Act” means the herein-

(A(;')‘m'n)m% before recited Commonwealth Act known as the

¢ . .

No. 39, Fruit Growers” Relief Act 1933.

P ngahment 3. (1) For the purposes of this Act there shall e

(e e established  and kept i the Il(:zmlt) an account to be

Payment) called the Fruib Growers Relief (Commonwealth Payment)
Fand (hereimafter veferved to as * the Hund ™).

Payments to

credit of Pund, (2) Any moncy granted by the Commonwealth to the
State of Vietoria pursuant to the said Commonwealth Act
shall be coarried to the credit of the Fund.

Ription of 4. For the purposes of the said Commonwealth Aet the
State. authority nominated by the State of Vietoria shall be a
committee consisting of three members appomted by the
Governor i Council on the nommation of the Minister and

called the It Growerg Relief Committee.

Application 5. (1) The moneys to the credit of the Fund shall be
applicd for the benefit and assistance of necessitous frun,
growers who satisly the aunthority that they have suffered
losses in the export from Australia of apples or pears grown
by them during the 1932-1933 season: Provided that the
Minister may 111>]O(L to thig section ab such time or thnes
as he ﬂnnlm it make progress payments ot of the Iund
to such fruit growers, such progress payments to be made
on such terms and conditions as are prescribed @ Provided
further that in the case of apples and pears grown by
parties  to share-farming agreements the payments or
progress payments dist vibuted or made under this sceetion
shall subject to this section be apportioned between the
said pattlcb in proportion to the interest of the parties
under such agreements.

A8 b0 o of (2) In the case of a fruit grower to whom a protection

Nos.3062 & certificate under the Farmers Relief Acts has been issued
nothing in this section shall affect the operation of the
sald Acts.

(3) A payment

B 'l
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(3) A payment or progress payment under this section
hall not be made to a fruit grower unless he makes a
clamm  therefor withm two wonths from and after the
comimg mlo operation of this Act.

(4) All such claims shall he made m the prescribed form
containing the preseribed particulars accompanied by such
certificates or other docaments as ave prescribed, and all
such claims  certificates and  documents shall be  verified
by statubory declaration or i such other manner as is
preseribed.

(5) The payment of the said payments ov progress
payments in pursuance of this section shall discharge the
Crown and the Mmister and all persons acting for or on
helalf of the €rown or the Minister from all claims to
the said payments or progress payments and it shall not
be necegsary inoany case for the Mimster to see to the
apphieation of any ](Lymonts or progress payments made
hercunder or to see to the performance of any trusts :

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall affect any
claim which may be made against any person who has
recetved such payments or progress payments or any part
thercof, and if any payment or progress payment is paid
by the Minister to any person not entitled to the same it
may be recovered from such person by the person who
but for such payment won]l have heen entitled to such
payment or progress pavment,

(6) (@) Any person who knowingly—

(1) obtains from the Mmister any payment or
progress  payment  hercunder which is  not
payable to such person; or

(i1) obtains any payment or progress payment here-

under by means of any false or misleading

statement whether in a claim or certificate or

document or otherwise—-
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be hable for every
such offence to a penalty of One hundred pounds or double
the amount of such pwm\nt Or  Progress p&ymont
(whichever penalty is the greater) or to imprisonment for
a term of mot more than one year or to Dboth such
penalty and nnprisonient. |

(D) Any person who knowingly gives or sends to the
authority or to any person on behalf of the authority a
claim  certificate o1 other document containing any

statement
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statement which is false in any pm ticular shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable for every such offence to
a penalty of not morc than One hundred pounds or to
imprisoninent for a term of not more than one year or to
both such penalty and imprisonment.

(7) Any payment or progress payment or part thereof
made under this section by or on behalf of the Minister
to any fruit grower or other ~person i error or by reason
of any fraud on the part of such fruit grower or person
shall be recoverable from such fruit grower or person in
any court of petty sessions (mnsmimo 0[ a police magistrate
sitbing without any other justice or justices) as a civil debt
recoverable  summarily or in any court of competent
jurisdiction. '

(8) Every person who carries on the business of
purchasing by wholesale or of exporting fruit (whether on
his own behalf or as agent for some other person) shall
when so required by Hw authority furnish the authorty
i writing with such information relating to the pm(ha\o
sale or export of apples or pears purchased or exported by himn
in the year One thousand nine hundred and thirty-three
as 1s so required, and any such person who fails or refuses
to furnish such mformation as aloresard shall be guilty of
an offence against this Act.

(9) Any officer authorized in that behalf by the authority
may st all reasonable times inspect the books (so far as the
same relate to the purchase sale or export of apples or pears
pmd ased or exported in the said year) of any such
person, and any such person who prevents or attempts to
prevent such officer from inspecting the books as aforesaid
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

6. (1) Kvery person guilty of an offence agamst this
Act or the regulations shall for every such offence be liahle,
if no other pemlty or punishment is expressly provided m
this Act or the regulations Tor such offence, to a penalty
of not more than I ity pounds.

(2) Every person who in Victoria aids abets counsels
procures or is in any way knowingly concerned in the
commission of an offence against  this Act or the
regulations shall be deemed to have committed that offence
and shall be punishable accordingly.

(3) Subject
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(3) Subject to this Act, any penalties imposed by this
Act or any regulation may, without prejudice to any other
method of recovery (whether by civil or eriminal pr occedings
or otherwise), be vocovered hotore o cowrt of pebtty sessions
consisting of o police magisbrate sibting without any other
justice or justices.

7. (1) The Governor m Council may make regulations
prescribing all matters which by this Act arc u,quucd or
permitted to be prescribed ov which are necessary or
convenient to be preseribed for carrying out or giving effect
to this Act, and m particular for prescribing penaltw.s of
not more ih(m Ififty pounds or unprisonment for a period
of not more than three mouths for any breach of the
regulations.

(2) All regulations under this Act shall be published in
the Government Gazetle and shall be laid hefore both Houses
of Parliament within fourteen days after the making thereof
if Parliament 1s then sitting and if Parhament 1s not then
sitting then within fourteen days after the next meeting
of Parliament.
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