
VICTORIA. 

ANNO QUADRAGESIMO OCTAVO 

V I C T O R I M R E G I M . 

No. DCCCIX. 

An Act to abate the nuisance relating to Dogs. 
[12th December 1884.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty by and with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and the Legislative 

Assembly of Victoria in this present Parliament assembled and by the 
authority of the same as follows (that is to say) :— 

1 . This Act may for all purposes be cited as " The Dog Act 1884," Short title and 
and shall commence and come into operation on the first day of commencement-
January One thousand eight hundred and eighty-five, which time is 
in this Act referred to as the commencement of this Act. 

2 . "The Dog Act 1864" sliall be and the same is hereby repealed Repeal of Act. 
except as to anything duly done any right acquired liability accrued 
offence committed and any penalty forfeiture or other punishment 
incurred or to be incurred in respect of any offence committed before 
the commencement of this Act and as to the institution of any legal 
proceeding or any other remedy for ascertaining enforcing or recovering 
such liability penalty forfeiture or punishment as aforesaid. 

3 . Proof that any person has had a dog in his possession or under interpretation. 
his exclusive control for a period of fourteen consecutive days, or that 
any person is the occupier of any house or premises where a dog is 
usually kept or harboured or permitted to live or remain, shall be prima 
facie evidence that such person is the owner of such dog within 
the meanino- of this Act. Provided that where there are more 

occupiers 

Published as a Supplement to the ( Victoria Government Gazette' of Friday, 
\2th December 1884. 
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occupiers than one in any house or premises let in several apart
ments or lodgings or otherwise, the occupier of that particular part of 
such premises in which any dog is kept or harboured or permitted 
to live or remain shall he deemed to be \\\^ owner of such dog, and the 
burden of proof that any such person is not the owner thereof shall for 
the purposes of this Act be upon such person. 

4 . Every owner of a dog shall on or before the first day of 
March in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and eighty-
five and thereafter within fifteen days from and after the first day of 
March in each and every year or within six months from the day on 
which such doo* was littered register such dog. 

O CJ O 

5 . Registration shall consist in delivering the description here
inafter mentioned and in paying to the registration officer a registration 
fee of five shillings. When a registration is made after the first day of 

. September in any year, one half only of the registration fee shall be 
payable in respect of such registration. 

6 . Registration sliall, if the place wdiere it is intended to keep such 
dog be within a municipal district, be effected at the office of 
the council of such municipal district or at such other convenient 
place or places within such municipal district as the council thereof 
may appoint ; but if the place where it is intended to keep such dog be 
not within a municipal district, then such registration sliall be effected 
at the court of petty sessions held nearest thereto. 

7. Every person registering a dog shall at the time of such 
payment deliver or send to the registration officer a description of 
such doi>- embracing; the several particulars mentioned in the First 
Schedule hereto, with a declaration thereunder written of the truth 
thereof under the hand of the owner of such dog or of some person 
authorized by such owner in that behalf. Everv registration shall be 
deemed to be in force from the day upon which the same lias been so 
made until the last day of the month of February then next ensuing 
and no longer. The registration officer shall in every municipal district 
be the municipal clerk thereof or some other officer in that behalf 
appointed by the council thereof, and shall in every place not within a 
municipal district be the clerk of the court of petty sessions held 
nearest to the place where such dog is kept. 

8 . If any person knowingly make a false declaration respecting 
any of the particulars contained in the said description or wilfully 
insert in or omit from or wilfully cause or permit to be inserted in 
or omitted from such description anv matter or tiling whatsoever con-
trary to or for the purpose of concealing the truth, he shall forfeit a sum 
of not less than Ten shillings nor more than Forty shillings. 

9 . Every 
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9 . Every registration officer to whom such registration fee iieceipt to be given. 
is paid shall enter in a hook kept hy him for that purpose and in 
the receipt to he given therefor a registered number for everv dos; so 
registered and shall deliver or send a receipt for the said fee in the form 
in the Seeond Schedule hereto, and auv registration officer who on Second Schedule. 
recei])t of the proper registration fee and on being required refuses or 
neglects to deliver or send such receipt shall forfeit the sum of Ten 
shillings for each offence. 

1 0 . Every registration officer shall exhihit in his office during List of registered 
office hours for public inspection a correct list arranged in alphabetical d°gstobeexhlbLted' 
order of the names of all persons who during the year then current 
have registered any dog at such office and the number of dogs 
registered hy each person together with the registered numher of such 
clogs. Any person applying for the particulars of any dog so registered 
or for the name of the registered owner thereof or for a certified 
copy of the receipt hereinbefore mentioned shall be entitled to receive 
such information and certified copy on payment of a fee of One shilling, 
and every registration officer who on being required so to do and after 
tender of the said fee refuses or neglects to give such particulars of 
the name of such registered owner or a copy certified by such registra
tion officer of such receipt shall forfeit the sum of Ten shillings for 
each offence. 

1 1 . In any proceeding under this Act for the non-registration of Burden of proof, 
any dog it shall not be necessary for the informant to establish the fact of 
non-registration, but the proof of due registration shall lie on the defendant 
and the said receipt or a certified copy thereof shall be admissible in 
evidence for the defendant in proof of such registration and shall for the 
purpose of such proceedings he prima facie evidence in proof that the 
person therein described as the owner of any clog is the owner of such dog. 

1 2 . Every person who after the first day of March in the year of Penalty for non-
our Lord One thousand eight hundred and eighty-five and after the iegIS 

expiration of fifteen days from the first day of March in each and every 
year thereafter is the owner of any unregistered dog above the age 
of six months shall on conviction thereof forfeit and pay in respect of 
each such unregistered dog a fine of not less than Five shillings nor 
more than Ten shillings in addition to the registration fee, and on a 
second or subsequent conviction thereof before the last day of the month 
of February next following in respect of the same or any other clog he 
shall forfeit and pay in respect of each such unregistered dog a fine of 
not less than Ten shillings nor more than Forty shillings in addition to 
such fee. 

1 3 . Every registered dog except foxhounds beagles and Registered dogs to 
greyhounds engaged in public" coursing matches shall have a wear collars, 
collar round its neck with "the words " Registered a t " specifying the 
place of its registration and the name and address of its owner engraved 
or stamped legibly thereon. If a registered dog with a collar round its 

neck 
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neck is found wandering at large, it may be seized by the police or by 
the officers of the municipality duly authorized in that behalf or any 
person may seize such dog and forthwith hand it over to such police 
or municipal officer of the municipal district to be dealt with under 
the provisions of this Act, and notice in writing of such seizure 
shall within fortv-eii>ht hours next following such seizure be by 
the person making the same delivered or sent by the post to the 
address on the said collar. If within forty-eiirht hours after the 
delivery of such notice or the time at which the same would be 
delivered in the ordinary course of post the registered owner do not 
reclaim such dog; and pav to the registration officer the sum of Two 
shillings and sixpence for the cost of keeping such dog, such dog may 
without any liability in respect thereof be sold by auction or destroyed 
without cruelty by some speedy means. 

14-. Every dos; found wandering at lara'c without a collar round its 
neck engraved or stamped as aforesaid whether such dog is registered 
or not shall be seized by the police or by the officers of the municipal 
district duly authorized in that behalf in which such dog is so found 
or may be seized by any person and forthwith handed over to such 
police or officers of the municipal district to be dealt with under the 
provisions of this Act : and if within forty-eight hours after such 
seizure such doi>; be not claimed and the sum of Two shillings and 
sixpence for the cost of keeping such dog together with twice the 
registration fee in case such dog is not then registered paid to the 
registration officer, it may be sold by public auction or destroyed in 
manner aforesaid. 

Appointment of 1 5 . The council of every municipality shall carry out the pro-
officer by council of visions of this Act, and every such council shall appoint a proper officer 
ffiun.ici'po.l district 
to enforce this whose duty it shall be to enforce under the direction of the council 
Act> the provisions of this Act and to seize and destroy subject to the pro

visions of this Act any unregistered dog found wandering at large 
unaccompanied by its owner or some other person in any street road 
thoroughfare or public place within their municipality. 

Penalty on munici- 1 6 . If the council of any municipality fail to perform any duty 
paiity neglecting to imposed up on it by this Act, any ratepayer of such municipality may 
eniorce tins ivct. - i . «• . . * -. . . ' - . i V o i I * J * J T i* * ±.i * 

complain m writing to the municipal clerk, ol such district. It witlim 
twenty-eight days from the service of such complaint on such municipal 
clerk the performance of such duty be not in good faith commenced, 
such council shall forfeit to such ratepayer together with full costs of 
suit the sum of Twenty pounds for each week commencing from the 
date of the service of such, complaint as aforesaid during which 
default has continued, and the same may be recovered by suit in a 
county court; but no such suit shall be commenced without the written 
consent of a hv\vr officer or after the expiration of six months from the 
date of the service of such complaint as aforesaid. 

1 7 . If 
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1 7 . If any registered dog save as herein excepted he found in Penalties, 
any public place without a collar round its neck engraved or stamped 
as aforesaid or having a name or address that is incorrect engraved 
or stamped thereon, the owner of sucli dog shall forfeit a sum of 
not less than Five shillings nor more than Forty shillings. If any 
unregistered dog be found wearing a collar which purports to exhibit 
thereon the name of a, place of registration, the owner of such dog shall 
iu addition to the penalty for not registering such dog to which he is 
liable under this Act forfeit a sum of not less than Ten shillings nor 
more than Five pounds. If a police constable or any officer of a 
municipality seize or destroy or cause to be seized or destroyed any 
dog otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of this Act, he 
shall forfeit a sum of not less than Twenty shillings nor more than 
Five pounds, and if the dog is destroyed shall in addition pay to the 
owner tlie full value of such doi>\ 

1 8 . If any person not being the owner wilfully remove the collar Penalty for remov-
froni the neck of a registered dog he shall on conviction forfeit and pay ing collar-
any sum not exceeding Five pounds to be recovered before any court 
having competent jurisdiction. 

1 9 . Th e owner or occupier of any field paddock yard or other place owner or occupier 
enclosed by a fence in which any sheep cattle or poultry are confined of enclosed land 

,; , . ^ ,i J
 l^ >t n l • m a y destroy any 

or any person acting under the authority of such owner or occupier trespassing dogs 
may without incurring any liability in respect thereof shoot or otherwise not under control» 
destroy any doi>- found at lari>e therein whether the owner of such dog 
be or be not known. Provided that it shall not be lawful to shoot or 
otherwise destroy as aforesaid any dog accompanied by and under the 
control of its owner or other person. 

2 0 . If any dog rush at attack worry or chase any person or any owner permitting 
horse cattle, or sheep the owner of such dog shall on proof thereof f^/^efo^aii7 

forfeit and pay a penalty of not more than Five pounds, and notwitli- damage occasioned 
standing the recovery of such penalty sucli person or the owner of such hy such doff-
horse cattle or sheep if lie be the complainant may recover from the 
owner of such dog a sum of money as compensation for any actual damage 
•occasioned by such dog. The fact that sucli dog was immediately 
before Mich rushing at attacking worrying or chasing in company with 
and had been seen habitually closely following the person complained 
of or issued from the premises occupied by such person shall be prima 

facie evidence that the person so complained of is the owner of such 
dog. It shall not be necessary to prove a previous mischievous 
propensity in such dog or the owner's knowledge of such previous 
mischievous propensity or that such attacking worrying or chasing or 
any damage occasioned thereby was attributable to neglect on the part 
of such owner. 

2 1 . If 
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2 1 . If the owner of any slut allows her to he at large in any 
street or public highway whilst she is in heat, he shall on conviction*, 
he liable to a penalty not exceeding Five pounds. 

2 2 . No person shall exercise or train any greyhound within the 
limits of any city town or borouirh save in the grounds belonging to 
such person or in respect of which he may have ohtained a, right or 
permission for such purpose unless every such greyhound he first 
properly muzzled and kept muzzled during the time he is so exercised 
or trained under a penalty of not less than Five shillings nor more than 
Twentv shillings for the first offence, nor less than Ten shillings nor 
more than Forty shillings for any subsequent offence. 

2 3 . If any person wilfully set on or urge any dog to attack 
worry or chase any person or any horse sheep poultry or cattle, lie-
shall on conviction forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Twenty 
pounds or he imprisoned for any term not exceeding three months. 

2 4 . All offences against this Act shall he heard and determined and 
all fines and penalties in respect thereof shall he awarded and imposed 
and the value of any dog improperly destroyed and the damages for any 
injury occasioned or done by any dog as hereinbefore mentioned shall 
be ascertained and recovered in a summary Avay before at least two-
justices. 

2 5 . AH fees paid in respect of anything done and all fines and 
penalties paid or recovered in respect of offences committed within any 
municipal district shall be paid and belong to the council of such 
municipal district for the use of such municipal district. 

2 6 . Nothing in this Act shall apply to any dog bond fide kept and 
used as a guide for any blind person. Provided that such dog be duly 
registered in accordance with the provisions of clause thirteen, and 
that no fee shall be charged for such registration. 

SCHEDULED 

112 



No. 809.] Dogs. 

SCHEDULES. 

F I R S T SCHEDULE. 

FORM: OK DESCRIPTION. 

Section 7. 

A description of 
o f in 
last day of February 18 

dogs now owned and intended to be kept by A.B. 
during the year ending on the 

Number 
of 

Dogs. 

Premises on 
which each Dog 

is intended to 
he kept. 

Sex. Age. 
Color 

or peculiar 
mark. 

Description 
or kind of Dog. 

I the said A.B. [or I C D . the duly authorized agent of A.B. in his behalf] do 
declare the above description to be true in every particular to the best of my knowledge 

.and belief. 
Dated this day of A.D. 18 

A.B. [or C D . ] 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

RECEIPT. 

day of 

Section 9. 

Received this day of 18 the sum of 
for dogs registered by A.B. of in for 
year ending on the last day of February 18 the particulars whereof contained in the 
following description were given at the time of registration. 

Number 
of 

Dogs. 

Premises on 
which each Dog 

is intended to 
be kept. 

Sex. 
Color 

or peculiar 
mark. 

Description 
or kind of Dog. 

E.F. Clerk of the Bench 
[or Registration Officer or Town Clerk of 

or as the case may be."] 

M E L B O U R N E : 
By Authority: JOHN FERRES, Government Printer. 
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