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No. DCCCXIII.

An Act to amend and continue the Laws relating
to the Suppression of Rabbits.
12th December 1884 ]

BF it enacted by the Queen’s Most Fxcellent Majesty by and with

e advice and congent of the Legislative Council and the Legisla-
tive As,b(,ln,l).l) of Victoria in this pwbcut Parliament assembled and by
the authority of the same as follows (that is to say ) :—

1. This Actmay for all purposes he cited as *“ The Rabbit Suppres- Short title and
sion et 18817 and shall he vead and construed as one with ¢ The construction.
BRabbit Suppression et 18807 as amended hy the Act DCCXXI.
(heremafter veferred to as the Principal Act), and the said Acts together
with this Act may be cted as ¢ The Rabbit Suppression Acts 1880-

1884, and arce hereby continued in full foree and eflect.

2. Nothing in the Principal Act ov in any Act amending the Act not to apply to
sane or in this Act contained shall apply to or affect the lands mallee country.

comprised i the mallee country and dealt with by ¢ The Mallee Pastoral
Leases et 1883

3. 1t shall he the duty of every occupier of land, or if there he no Occupiers and
occupicr then of the owner, to suppress and d(‘btl()y rabbits on his oWners todestoy

rabbits,
land and to do all such acts and things as may be necessary for the
Sane.

4. In

Published as a Supplement to the ¢ Victoria Government Gazette’ of Iriday,
12th December 1884.
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Lesseces and licensees
under Land Acts
to be deemed
occupiers.

Board of Land and
Works to be deemed
occupier and owner
of unoccupied
Crown lands and
owner of Crown
Iands under lease or
licence.

Amendment of
section 9 of
Principal Act.

Board of Land and
Works may contract
with municipal
council for de-
struction of rabhits
on unoccupied
Crown lands.

Two or more muni-
cipal councils may
unite to carry out
Act,

Costsand expenses of
digging out rabbit
burrows,

Costs of rabbit de-
struction may be
recovered though
work not complete.

Rabbit Suppression Acts Amendment. [48 Vicr.

4. In section two of the Principal Act the words ¢ Provided that no
pastoral tenant of the Crown shall be deemed to he an occupier under
this Act” ave heveby repealed; and all persons holding leases or licences
under ¢ The Land . i(f 18847 or any previous Land A(,f or Acts shall
be deemed to he “occupiers” within  the meaning ot this and the
Principal Act.

For the purposes of this and the Principal Act the Board of Land
and Works shall be deemed to be the “ oceapier” and the “owner ” of
all 1111(‘)0(‘11])ied lands of the Crown and shall also be deemed to he the
“owner” of all Crown lands held under lease or licence save lands in
respect of which a lease or licenee under Pavt LI of “ The Land Act
1869”7 or under ““ The Land et 18787 or a licence under scction
forty-nine of “ The Land Act 1869 7 exists.

. In section thirteen of the Principal Act the words “lease or agree-
ment’” shall be deemed to mclude a .h(:en(,e from the Crown.

5. In section nine and in the Second Schedule of the Principal Act
the words “six months” are hereby vepealed and the words ¢ three
months 7 shall he inserted in lien th(‘l(‘()f after the word *fence”
wherever the same occurs the words ¢ or h(,do‘e” shall be inserted, and
after the word “wall” wherever the same occurs the words ¢ or dead or
fallen timber” shall be inserted.

6. The Board of Land and Works may, instead of appointing a
bailift’ of Crown lands to destroy rabbits on any unoccupied Crown
lands, enter into an agreement with the council of the municipal district
nearcst to such lands upon such terms and conditions as may he mutually
agreed upon for the 1(*.«»1“mct1<m of rabbits on such un()ccupl( (! Crown
lzmds and such council is hereby authorvized to enter into such an
aoreunmt upon which it inay sue or he sued 1 the same manner as
upon any contract it is authorized to make under the provisions of
the * Local Government et 1874,

7. The councils of any two or more adjoining or adjacent municipal
districts may agree to unite their municipal districts and may treat the
same as one for the purpose of taking combined action to carry out the
provisions of this and the Prineipal Act.

8. The costs and expenses of digeing out rabbit burrows shall be
deemed to he costs and expenses of doing acts necessary for the pur-
pose of destroying rabbits within the meaning of the Principal Act.

The council of any municipal district may from time to time
yecover the amount of the eosts and expenses incurred by such counell
or hy any inspector (or paid by such council to any person authorized
I writing by a justice) as in the Prine pal Act me ntioned in carrying
out the pro’vi,m,m of the Principal Act, notwithstanding that the w ork
of destroving or of extivpating the rahhits on any land has not heen

completed.
9. The
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9. The words “in any court of competent jurisdiction” are
herehy repealed wherever the same ocenr in the Principal Act, and the
words “ hefore any two justices” shall be inserted in Tieu thereof,

10. In scction two of the Act DCCXNXNT. the word “ council ” i 5
herehy repealed \\lm( wver the same occurs An(l the word “inspector”’

bhall be mserted in liecu thereof, and in the said seetion the words
“under its seal 7 oare herehy repe aled.

L 1. Insection three of the Aet DCCXXI. the words ¢ council may
by an order uinder its seal direct an inspector to enter upon any land to
which suach notice vefers and to” ave hereby rvepealed, and the wouls

“inspector may enter upon any land to which such notice refers and
shall he inserted in licu thereof.

12. In section four of the Act DCCXXI. the word “council” is
hereby repealed wherever the same occurs and the word “inspector”
shall he inserted in licu thercof'; and in the said seetion the words “the
1ssue of any such ovder as aforesaid or if any such order has heen
Issucd may from time to time stay the exceation therveof ” ave hieveby

repealed, (md the words “ his entry i pursuance of such notice” shall
be inserted m licu thercof.

13. Inscction five of the Act DCCXXI. the words “under any
such order” are herveby vepealed, and m the said section the word
“order” 1s herehy 1(*1)(3&10(1 and the word “notice” shall he mserted in
licu thereof; and in the said section the words “under whose order”
arc hereby repealed and the words “in whose distriet” shall he mserted

1n licu thereof.

14. In the First Schedule of the Principal Act the word * council”
is hereby vepealed and the word “inspector” shall he inserted in licu
thereof.

15. If after fourteen days from the date of the service of the
notice provided for in scetion two of the Act DCCXXI any owner
or occupicer of land have in the opimon of the justices adjudicating
failed or neglected to take reasonable and dilicent ,»t( ps to promote the
destruction of i abbits, lie shall be liable to a pmmlt\ not exceeding Five
pounds i addition to the costs and expenses to which he may be
Hable under section ten of the Principal Aet, and for any subsequent
neglect as aforesaid to a ke penalty.

16, Any person who shall have in his possession any live vabhit
or introduce into the colony from any other colony or place any rabbit
scalps shall on convietion hefore two justices forfeit and pay for cach
offcnce a sum not exceedine One hundred pounds.

1. Notwit !ma wling anvthing in the Principal Aet contamed, any
mspeetor may take with lmn sultic wnt horses and one dog upon any Lmd
on which he is authorized to vo, hut such mspector blld“ he liahle rol
any damage done by any sue 1 dug so taken. 18. 1
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Councils to take
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18. It shall be the daty of the council of any municipal distriet

simultancous action 3y dition to the duties imposed upon such council hy this and the

when requived by
Governor in
Council,

Appointment of
Government
inspectors.

On petition showing
failure or neglect
of municipal
council Governor
in C'ouncil may
appoint local
committee to carry
out Act.

Duties and powers of

local committees.

. (Vas

Principal Act to commence on any day vequived by the Governor in
Couneil simultaneously with the counetl or councils of” other municipal
districts to dig out hurrows suppress and destroy vabbits and perform
all acts vequired of them by this and the Principal Act, and to
continue to do so until the municipal district of such counei il shall he
certificd to be practically free of vabbits by any Government inspector,
It any such council shall negleet ov vefuse to commence simultancously
with the council or councils of other munic ipal distriets, the Governor in
Council may proclaim such municipal district a rab hit infested district
and may appoint a local committee thercof,

~19. The Governor in Council may subject to the provisions of
“The Pullic Service Act 18837 appoint Government inspectors for the
suppression of rabbits, and may subject to the provisions of the said Act
at any tume remove th same. It shall he the duty of such Government
lllpr(tOlb from time to time to ]th)C(t the whole of Victoria and to
report as to the presence of rabbits in the different portions thercof
and generally as to the carrying out of the provisions of this and the
Principal Act.  The Governor in Council may from time to time make
alter and repeal regulations for the cuidance of such Government
inspectors

20. If at any time it be made to appear to the satisfaction of the
Governor m Couneil upon the petition of ten or more ratepayers of
any municipal district that the council thereot have failed or neglected
to take reasonable and diligent steps to promote the (l(‘htlll(thll of
rabbits and to carry out thc provisions of this and the Principal Act,
then the Governor in Council may call upon such council to show cause
why their municipal distriet should not be pm(lmnul a rabbit infested
district, and after he: aring the objections of such council it any may if
he thinks fit pwdann .su(]. munieipal distiiet a rabbit in fosted  district
and may also appoint five persons to be a local committee thereof.

21. Any local committee appointed under the provisions of this
Act shall perform all the duties and excereise all the powers by this and
the Principal Act imposed or conferved upon such municipal couneil ;
and the expenses incurved by such loeal committee in the performance
of such duties or in the exercise of such pmw s other than the expenses
recoverable from the owners or occupicrs of land shall he a deht due by
such council to such local committee, and such deht may he recovered
by such local committee or by any person in that hehall authovized by
them before any two justices, of whom a ])oh( ¢ magistrate shall be one,
or such deht may be satisficd so far as may he out of A1y 1N0NCYS to
which the municipality of such council may be entitled out of any
grant voted by Parliament as a subsidy to municipalities.

2. The
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29 The Governor may from thine to time by Proclamation deelare

any animal to he a natural enemy of the immt and prohibit within
certain prochimed districts the killing or capturing of any such animal

without a special permit in that hely A8 and wy {irom tie to tine alter
and revoke any such Proclamation.

23. Ay person capiaring or selling or hwmmnn of or killing any

animal <o dee an’ to he a natoaral enemy of ﬂw vl \\lﬂl()ﬂf a permit
SiO'ne(l by an mspector so Lo do or In \‘ll()h(‘ }u.wv““ Snoor on whose
Premises «my such anmal shadl be found by any nspector or hy any

constahble :\H\u,. such person shall prove that the an 'mnl o killed ‘«()]d
or in his possession was lawfully 1 his possession ov that the saume was
on his prunug without his knuwlo(lno or consent shall on convietion

before two Justices be liable to a puml‘u of not less than Two nor more
than Ten pounds.

24. In all proceedings which may be had by the council of the
municipal district or hy any local committee for the enforcement of the
provisions of this Act no teehnical objection as to any matter of form

or procedure shall prevail so long as theve is a substantial cause on its
merits to be determined.

oo

MELBOURNIE:
By Authority : Jounx Frrrrs, overnment Printer,

What to be deemed
“a natural enemy of
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Penalty for
destroying such
natural enemy.
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