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Thic is =n cpoezl agzinst sentence. Ihe’appellant
wes charged in the ¥ugietrctelts Court ot Christchurch thet
he did threzten by implicaticn to make sbout a young girl
2 disclosure of sexual misconduct, with intent to induce
the person concerned to do zn act ag§1nst hzy vill, In
common parlance, this is & charge of blifgggil.

The zppellant pleaded guilty but the Megistrate ultc
properly declined jurisdiction and the uppellant was sent to

the Supreme Court for sentence, He came before Mzcarthur J.
on 14 Zugust last when he wus scntenced to three years!
imprisonment.

The case is interesting in one sordid respect.
Contrary to so much thet we recd of nowadoys that pornogrochice
literature and indecent photograzphe have ne rewl effect on
people, the facts of this case show that this mun, whe held
a responsible positicn in Christchurch, had an unblermiched
record en€ woe hoppily morried with three children, c:me inte
possessiecn of some indecent shotogrophs showing twe nzked
peorle engrnged in some form of sexurl wzetivity., He ket
these phetogrophs in his pocket for scme time - perhaps frc

timz to time he looiied ot them - tnd when he leozied ¢t the



finel episode, when the Police laid & trep for him, he felt
:n urge to engage in the same kind of sctivity, Fortunately
the girl went to & doctor when she became reclly mentzlly
disturbed by these constznt telephone rings znd thrects

s to what would hapren if ghe did not agree to the
appellant's proposszls. The doctor very wisely erranged

for her to be seen by the Police., The other interesting
fecture zbout this cuse is that it shows that zll1 people
who «¢re threztened by blecimauilers would be wise to go and
sce the Police, This casc shows the czreful steps which
are tzken by the Police znd the courts to ensure that the
person's icdentity is not disclosed. It i1s in the interecsts
of the Felice znd the courts to see thot bloclmmnilers cre
charged and, if gullty, convicted znd secntenced without eny
further embarrassment to the person who has been threatened.
Thot, fortunztely, has happened in this cose,

Cne other sspect should be remembered, namely, thot
it nov &appezrs thzot the photographs were not of the girl
vho was being threztencd., Fresumzbly she must have felt
that che had been 1méiscreet en scome earlier occasion end
photogrorhs hed been token of her,

Kow, so fcr zs the sentence 1s concernzd, the members
of the Court are perfectly clezr that the sentence imposed
by Mzcarthur J. was a‘propcr onc, EBEleelm:ilers rmust under-
stend guite clewrly thct thoy rre not going to be trected
leniently if they come before the Supreme Court and this
Court and, we inngine, clso the Mogistratels Court. It is
essenticl that thic type of crime which plays hovoe with
people's lives - often resulting in complete mentzl coll:opse
or sulcide - should be firmly dezlt with,

J So the ép;ellﬁnt, notwithstonding his pood work
i receord, wnd netwithstonding the fucts of his home b:ckgrouné,
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must suffer, ¢ he mode tho young pirl suffer, not once but ‘



on & large number of ocezsicns, when he tried to persusde
her to go to ¢ motel with him ¢né po throuzh the sort of
sexual exercises wiich he hrd observed in the rhotogr:-hs
in his possession.

The zppezl ageinst sentence, therefore, is dismisced,
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