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ED BY TUBRNER P.

These thres appeals, hesrd last Nonday afternoon,
were stood over for judgment untll thils gorning to enable
the members of the Court to cvenfer on the merits of the
arguments submitted. In esach case the appellant was
sentenced by the Chiel Justlce, on z cherge or charges of
selling a narcotic, to imprisonment for three years. Two
of the appellents are young men aged 24 and 22 vesrs
respectively; the third (Virtue) is aged 40. 1L have goms
higtory of drug addlictlon. The charges relate to the
supply of drugs, in relatively smell guantities, %o police

informers, who in esch cadge persuaded the paviicolar appellont

o gupply hinm under the prebende that he wes hidsell g doug

oy

addict. It ie¢ not sug

24 that sny of the eppellants wade
any great profit out of any of the transactlong, and indeed
1t seems that the motive dn esch case, or at lesst the
principal motive; wes Turnighed by the fack thet by alding in
& modest way in the distribubion of the drugs the offenders

were able to securs for themselves a pergonal supply of the



dyugs which they needed

None of the appellants has e gerious
police record, and 1t was sulmitted confidently by Counsel that
there was nobhing in thelr characters or hisbories, and 1ittle
in the clreumstanceg of the ecrimes, which made these charges
£i% for exemplary punisiment.

We reminded Counsel, however, of fwo things. Firet,
that the gtatute prescribes lmprisonment as mendatory on

charges such as these, except in speclal clrcumsbances which

cannot be found in the facts of the cases helore us.
Imprisonment, then, must be taken for granbed. The gquestion

lg only how long the

> berm should be. Second, it must be
amphasised that the prevalence of this type of offence makes

it necessary not only thet & term of Imprisenment, tut that

a deterrent term of imprisonment, should be inflicted in all

s, Tor it wust be made perfectly

but the most excepilonal ces

plain to the community that those who lend themselves to the

peddling of dengervous drugs ilnour the risk of s substantial
penalty. PPeddling® drugse asy be thought e severedescripblion
of what was done here; but though these offenders were
perheps to some exbent persuaded by the zgent provocabeur o
sell him & supply, snd though the amounts recelived were not

great as these offences go, yel 1t must be remember

someone, known bto the accused in sach case -~ snd 1t may be
that 1t wes the same person or persons in all three cases -
stands in the shadows behind them sg a suppiler of these drugs

a5

They chose to lend thelr ald bo his plan to distribute his

£

drugs inbo the communibty. The plight of the drug addict is
indeed s pitlable one; bubt those who, for thls or any other

resson Qh@@m@ to lend themselves to any kind of orgenised

drug dispogal must expect to be held responsible ag a part of
the mechine. Ih o must be made plain to all that the

conssguences- ol lending oneseld bo thies kind of thing must be

& substentlel term of lunprisonuent.
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To these observabions we add one mors, as B

&

factor which adds substantielly o the graviby of these
particular casges. In esach case the drugs suppllied was =
hard drug ~ oplum or morphine. Where the drugs supplied
are "herd®, 1t is impossible 1o regard the case as other
than serious.

We regret the necessity to send these three peemme
men o geol for three years In this case; Dbub we cannot see

our way to revise the sentences imposed by the Chief Justice.
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The sppesls are dismissed accordingly.
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