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JDOMENT OF THE GOURT DELIVERED BY MeCARTHY P,

Appellant, Wigedl Bdwayd Pevaey, sppesis apeinst b
gentense of five yearsd’ duprisciuent imposed upon him by
Wilson J. ab Gisborne following his conviction by a jury
of wounding bis wife with intent to ceuse grieveus bedily

havn,

It 43 a sad case. Appellant is a man Wi‘ﬁh & good
background ¢f howie and schoel snd of military mervice.

He was under considerable strain at the time of his
offence and had been so for some time, 2 strain which
was the vesult of the reserved emotional natuve of his
wife, which she admits, her involvement with another men,
appellant's fineneial troubles, and his wife's ettitude
towards his access b0 @ son of whom he was very fond,
There is no doubt that he was depressed snd worried,
though there was ne evidence of mentsl disease. ALl
these watters cam be put in the sesles on m side of
lendency.

But against that there are the facts that the jury
held that the grevious sssault which was mmmiwm was an
intentional one. Furthermore it was one wm;ah might well
have ended in the wife's death, - A bad feature of the case
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is that the ssseult was preceded by threats of violencej
Thers Wag, noreover, yw&y%w&tiam for sope oifence, the
ﬁm%%&mﬁ carrying a lmile &v&iﬁa@l@ for use elther for the
purpose ol . assauliing wife or thregtening ber. The
Judge was entitled to coneclude thathhe knife was carried
with such an intention.  The attack itself was a sustained
‘@m@y at least thrvee severe wounds webre lnflicted, wounds
which, as T have ﬁ&i@, m&m&ﬁuk@v& paused deanth 10 wedloal
attention was not sscured within s reasonable time.

mmW‘%m@ Teprned Judge was in a far %ﬁ%ﬁww posibion

&

than this Court can be do weigh the slements of provocation

which the appellant bed suffered and also the swxbtent of the
inbention with which the crime was savrrisd out., The Judge
properly. sevw that he bad $o congider not ondy the eppellant
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but the publie interesgt, and to do-his begt ko @m&urm that

ghandards of gall eontrol which preséerve human &&xw are

i

nronated, There sre far Lo meby cases wﬁ husbands

5

assanlting wives with dive resulbs, and cages, too, of

wives. assanlting husbhands. We recognise that the strains

&

of  an unhappy wabrinonisl relationshi

neare varded and
inevitably distressing; but Courts cannot accept these

3

as an excuse for anrestained vislenoe,
The senbenes is Ter LTrom beling e light ene bulb we
sannet gay %&mﬁ Tods nendléatly excesslve,

The appesl ds dismlzsed,
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