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This is an appeal by Mrs D'Almeida against her 

conviction on a charge of reckless use of a motor vehicle 

around the Parnell area on 24th Nay 1933~ After being spoken 

to by a traffic officer she took off and drove in a display of 

bad temper and bad driving during which she was chased by the 

officer and others for a distance of 6.5 kilometres through 

busy streets, attaining speeds of up to 87 kilometres per hour 

on occasions. The Judge made a careful re-;r.iew of the evidence 

to determine whether the standard was bad enough to justify a 

conviction for reckless driving and·· 1<:?c,J~eci firs~ at. the test 

based on R. v. Storey (1931) NZLR 470 which has set the New 

Zealand approach to "reckl,assness II in c.cir.iinal cases, invol-,7 ing 

an appreciation by the defer1d~nt of a real risk of injury or 
i . 

:J damage, which he nevertheless went ahead and t0ok. He also 

.I noted the view recently adopted by ti>.e House o:!: Lords fo:r: 

driving cases in R. v. La'.'!re:rice (198::..) 1 All F..R~ 974: where 

recklessness was held to include not only~ Rental ~leraent of 

the kind accepted by Stor~, but also the situatioa when the 

accused gave no heed at all tc that risk. He feJ.t 1:l1is was 

now. the proper test. to apply i:a New Zealanc. notw~i:.hstanding 

the insistence by the Court of Appeal in Storey of the need 

for that_positive mental element, and that-this approach was 

warranted by the developments wit:11 motor vehicles since 1931. 
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