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This is an appeal against an order for disqualification from 

driving for 12 months. The appellant,  Sapwell, was sentenced, 

in the lnvercargill District Court on 20 July 1993, to payment of a fine of 

$850.00, ordered to be disqualified for 12 months and ordered to pay 

medical and court fees. He had pleaded guilty to an offence of driving a 

motor vehicle when the proportion of alcohol in his blood exceeded 80 

milligrams per 100 millilitres of blood. The reading was 173 milligrams. 

Other than the level of his reading the circumstances of the 

offence were unexceptional. He had been stopped at 10.40 pm on 13 May 

1993 after leaving a social club. It was a first offence of any type. There 

was no evidence of bad driving and no unusual circumstances. 
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Counsel for the appellant submitted that a period of 

disqualification between six and nine months was the normal period in such 

cases and that 12 months applied only when there were special 

circumstances, which he'enumerated. 

After an adjournment of this appeal a schedule has been 

prepared which shows the level of disqualifications imposed in lnvercargi!I 

on such offences during the past 18 months. The schedule certainly 

confirms the submissions made by counsel for the appellant. 

Accordingly the period of disqualification imposed upon this 

appellant has been shown to be out of line with that imposed on others. For 

that reason this appeal is allowed. The period of disqualification of 12 

months is quashed and in lieu thereof a period of 6 months is substituted. 

Otherwise the sentence as to fines and orders is confirmed. 
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