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On l Apti! 1996 :rn tb~ District Court at Henderson, the app,dhmt., having 

pk:adled guihy t,o tihree charg,es of famng to advis,~ the A;cfdent Rehabilitation 

and Comperrnation Insuran,::e Corporadm.1 ("ACC") drni she 'IV?!S in receipt ,::,if dH:: 

unemploymeat benefit, condn;Jed to receh',e an A.CC'. be,,efit. She was 

sent,enced w periodic det,endon for three months, w :!ix months ;;up,;;rvlsicm 

,,nd to an (.l'rder thr:t 3he ;pay re.pnration of $3000 by instalrnenls of :i;30 a 1.veel:::. 

Shi;'.; has appeakd again1:t s,e:ntience and imi panicd:u th,e. sentence of thr1;;:e 

m ontl:.1s periodic detendor". 

This wa3 a seriou:, offence. 

honesty of those cfaimrng under h. Kt ns an too t:::asy to defrnud! the system by 

those rEino,';;d to do so. UnJortunat.ety snd1 ::'I, fnrndul.ent approach b: all to 

:::cn1rimon. II :arnmmts to the.ffi from 1tb.e commt1nity, frequ entry over a long 

p,~dod, in thics ,:;ase two ?;nd "1 half yeii,rs, The Judg1:!. w2,s correct \vhen she E,aid 

that the cca:irts are tound. to impose a sentence tl.:rnt vviH deter othern minded to 

uo Hkewh,e, 

lt '1Nas my hnpress~on when. I read the fHe before h"earing sub1nitsiions 

i.lurt th,~ sentei11ci::: was unduly Hght andi that su:ch fl persisle11t pauern of 

thieving could wcH justify a fuH thne custodial semen.c,e, 

lVIr V\felr recognises that :th,~ s,e.ntence •Nas m:Jt manifesdy eJccessive. Brnt, 

it was hls subm.bsion !:irnt h w,it:: inapprnpria .. e and tha1t the apprnp1·fate 

sit!nten.ce ;.1/&3 ii lengthy t,,;;rn.1 of co1nrnunity service, 81i~vancing three reasc21ii1s 

in sui:porL Fitsl, that the 1}"1pe1Iant is breast feecling a four mrmth c,111 b.i,by, 

Seconclly, that she Hves at Wha~•.gaparaoa, long way frorn the periodic 

deK.ention c:ei111tre ait Takapuna, and thirdly she has a medical history oJf a back 

c c>m p ii ahH. 

1rii v1e·N of t.he stiriousness of the offeru:fo1g lo .,,.,t,ich I have referreci, I 

,:;,m satisfied that this appeal camwt succeed" That sh,! is breasi: feeding a baby 

and she 

det,;::ntion 

ha,~ a medical 

,~e.ntre, The 

condition 

distance 

ran 

she 

adequ.rtdy be handk:d' hy the 

has to travel us simply part 

periodic 

of the 

punnshment. The offence is so serious that a cuswdiz,! senternce l.,s jus1dfied and 

as J have indicated, I think she is fortunate that it i:~ Ecit a fuB 1dme custodia1 
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