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1896, No. 46. 
AN ACT to make B~tter Provision for the Government of the Title. 

Canterbllry College and the School of Agriculture heretofore 

commonly known as the Lincoln Agricultural College. 
. [17th October, 1896. 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 

in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 

follows :-
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Short Title. 
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Canterbury Agri­
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Governors reduced 
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When reduction to 
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how selected. 
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1. The Short Title of this Act is "The Canterbury College and 
the Canterbury Agricultural College Act, 1896." 

2. On and after the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, the school of agriculture situate at Lincoln, 
heretofore known as the'Lincoln Agricultural College, shall be deemed 
to be separated from Canterbury College, and shall be called the 
Canterbury Agricultural College,' and be managed by a separate 
Board, as hereinafter provided. ' 

AS TO CANTERBURY COLLEGE. 

The Board of Governors. 

3. On. and after the first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, the number of members constituting the 
Board of Governors (hereinafter called "the Board ") of the Corpora­
tion of the Canterbury College (hereinafter c:tlled "the College") 
shall be nineteen, in lieu of .twenty-three as heretofore. 

4. On the said first day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-seven, all, members of the Board who are then in office 
shall cease to hold office, and immediately the~eafter the said nine­
teen members, to be selected as hereinafter provided, shall come into 
office. 

5. The said nineteen members shall be selected as follows, that 
~s to say,-

(1.) A group of three shall be appointed by the Governor; 
(2.) A group of three shall be elected by such of the members 

of the Legislative Council as for the time' being are resi­
dent within the Provincial District of Canterbury and by 
such of the members of the House of Representatives as 
for the time being represent electoral districts within that . 
provincial district,-

Provided that in every case where an electoral dis­
trict is partly. within that provincial district and partly 
within another j t shall for the purposes of this Act be 
deemed to be within the provincial, district' wherein, 
according to the certificate of the Registrar-General 
(which it shall be his duty to supply), the majority of 
the population of such electoral district resides; 

(3.) A group of six shall be elected by such of the graduates of 
the New Zealand P niversity as for the time being are on 
the books of the College ; 

(4.) A group of three shall be elected by such persons holding 
certificates of not lower grade than D certificates under 

'section forty-five of "The Education ,Act, 1877~" as for 
the time being are resident within the Provincial District 
of Canterbury; 

(5.) A group of three shall be elected by the Committees of 
School Districts within the Provincial District of Canter­
bury, elected under " The Education Act, 1877 "; and 

(6.) One shall be elected by the hereinafter-mentioned Profes­
sorial Board of the College. 
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6. The ordinary term of office of all members of the Board Term of office. 

selected under this Act shall be three years, subject, however, to the 
following special provisions, that is to say,-

(1.). On the first day of July, one thousand ,eight 'hundred Retirement. 

and ninety-eight, and on the same day in every subsequent 
year, out of each of the aforesaid groups one-third of the 
members composing the same shall retire from office. 

(2.) The members to retire out of each group on the first day 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, 
shall, on or before the first day of May in that year, be 
decided by lot amongst the members comprising that 
group. 

(3.) The members to retire out of each group on the first day 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, 
shall, on or before the first day of May in that year, be 
decided by lot amongst the members composing that 
group; but only such of them as have then been longest 
in office shall cast lots. 
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(4.) On the first day of July in every subsequent year the 
members who have then been longest in office shall retire. 

(5.) Every retiring member shall be eligible for re-selection. 
7. (1.) Every ordinary election of members of the Board shall Date.of election or 

be held on the first Monday in June, and the first ordinary election appOintment. 

shall be held on the first Monday in June, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-seven. 

(2.) Members to be appointed by the Governor for the ordinary 
term of office shall be appointed not later than the third Monday in 
June in each year. -

(3.) Every member selected for the ordinary term of office shall 
take office on the first day of July next following the date of his 
selection. , . 

. 8. No professor or lecturer of the College shall be eligible for No professor or lec-
office as member of the Board. turer to be member. 

9. If any member of the Board- When seat of 

(1.) Dies, OT, by letter to the Board, resigns his seat; or member to become 
vacant. (2.) Becomes bankrupt, or of unsound mind; or 

(3.) For a period of three consecutive months fails to attend 
any meeting of the Board, without obtaining leave of 
absence; or 

(4.) Is absent from the colony for a period of six consecutive 
months,--

he shall cease to be a member, and the vacancy thereby created shall 
be deemed a casual vacancy. 

10. Every casual vacancy shall be filled within twenty-one days Oasual vacancies. 

after the occurring thereof, and the member filling the same shall 
hold office only for the unexpired residue of the term of the vacating 
member. 

11. (1.) Whenever a vacancy, whether casual or otherwise, ,Procedure.for filling 
occurs which is to be filled up by appointment, it shall be the up va.canCles. 

duty 'of the Board to forthwith report the fact to the Minister of 
Education. 
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(2.) Whenever a vacancy, whether casual or otherwise, occurs 
that is to be filled up by election, it shall be the duty of the Board to 
do all things necessary for the proper conduct of such election. 

(3.) Each vacancy, whether casual or otherwise, shall be filled by 
the same electing or appointing authority as that which selected the 
vacating member. 

12. For the purposes of the election <?f members of the Board 
the following provisions shall apply :-

(1.) The Board shall appoint a Returning Officer te conduct 
each election. , 

(2.) The Returning Officer shall prepare four rolls-one for each 
of the four classes of electors-and shall enter in the 
respective rolls the name, occupation, and address of 
every person who possesses the necessary qualification 
entitling him to be enrolled as an elector: 

Provided that no person shall be entered on more 
rolls than one: 

Provided further that any person who possesses more 
qualifications than one may transfer his name from one 
roll to the other at any time before the closing of the' rolls. 

(3.) All rolls shall be closed at five o'clock on the fourteenth day 
next before the day on which any election is to be 
held, and shall continue to be closed until the election 
is completed. 

(4.) No name shall be entered on any roll whilst such roll is 
closed. 

(5.) Claims for enrolment or transfer shall be made and disposed 
of in manner to be prescribed by regulations. 

(6.) The election of members by the School Committees shall 
be conducted in the manner provided for the election of 
members of a Board of Education by "The Education 
Act, 1877," and any Act amendjng the same. 

13. At every election other than by School Committees the 
votes shall be given by sealed voting-papers, which may be either 
delivered personally or forwarded by post or otherwise. . 

14. The Board as constituted under this Act shall meet at least 
once a month at such time and place as it thinks fit, and shall hold 
its first meeting within seven days after the date of the selection of 
its members. 

15. At the first meeting held in the month of July in each year 
the Board shall elect a Chairman, who shall hold office until the 
election of his successor in the month of July in the next ensuing year. 

16. At every meeting of the Board held for the purpose of 
electing the Chairman, the Minister of Education shall appoint some 
person (not being a member) to preside for the purpose of such elec­
tion, and the person so appointed shall have a casting-vote in the 
case of equality of voting, but shall not have a deliberative vote. ' 

, 17. A special meeting of the Board may be called at any time 
by the Chairman or any three members by notice, specifying the 
time and place of such meeting, and posted to all the members not 
less than three clear days before the day of the meeting. 
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18. At all meetings of the Board­
(1.) The quorum shall be seven: 
(2.) All questions shall be decided by a majority of the votes of 

the members present and voting: 
(3.) The Chairman shall preside and have a deliberative vote, 

and, in the event of equality of voting, a casting-vote: 
(4.) In the absence of the Chairman from any meeting the mem­

bers present shall elect one of their number to act as 
Chairman at that meeting, and whilst so acting he shall 
have all the powers of the Chairman. 

Prooeedings Bot 
meetings • 
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19. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board may from Board may make 
ti~e to time make by-laws for the purpose of regulating its own pro- by-laws. 

cedure, the conduct of all elections under this Act, and the general 
administration of the affairs of the College: Provided that such 
by-laws shall not come into operation until and unless they have been 
approved by the Governor: Provided further that all by-laws in foroe 
at the time of the passing of this Act shall be deemed to have been so 
approved until the Governor otherwise directs. 

20. The Board may continue to act notwithstanding any Vaoanoy not to 
vacancy in its body. affeot aots. 

21. The Board shall cause exaot minutes of all its proceedings Minutes and 
to be kept, and also full and accurate accounts of all its receipts, dis- aooounts. 

bursements, liabilities, and engagements. 
22. The seal of the Board shall be in the oustody of the Chair- Seal. , 

man, and shall not be affixed to any dooument except pursuant to a 
resolution of the Board. 

23. All benefactions at any time vested in or enjoyed by the Benefaotions to be 
Board, with a declaration of trust, or as an endowment for the promo- strictly applied. 

tion of any particular branch of soience or learning, shall be striotly , 
applied by the Board accordingly. 

24. Subject to the provisions of this Act, and to the terms of How annual inoome 
any trust or endowment, the annual inco:qJ.e of all real and per- to be applied. 

sonal estate from time to time vested in or belonging to or enjoyed 
by the Board shall be applied, in such manner as the Board thinks 
fit, towards the maintenance of the College, and all other educa-
tional institutions established and managed by the Board, and the 
payment of salaries and ,expenses connected therewith, and of 
prizes, exhibitions, scholarships, and other rewards for the students 
therein: , 

Provided that the Board may from time to time set apart such 
portion of its annual income as it thinks fit, and may either add such 
portion to the capital fun.d, or set it aside as a reserve fund to meet 
extraordinary expenses, and in the meantime to accumulate at 
interest. 

25. All moneys belonging to the Board, and available for invest- Investment of 
ment, shall be invested in such modes of investment as are from time moneys. 

to time authorised by the Governor, and not otherwise. 
26. The Board shall have full power to appoint and remove all Power to appoint 

Professors, lecturers, examiners, offioers, and servants of the College, professors, officers, &0. 
and of every other eduoational institution as aforesaid, and to 
generally manage the afi'!tirs thereof: 

• 
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Provided that no professor or lecturer shall hereafter be ap- • 
pointed for any term exceeding five years; but on the expiration of 
such term he may be reappointed. 

The Professorial Board. 
27. There shall be a Professorial Board of the College, con­

sisting of all the professors and lecturers of the College. 
28. The Board of Governors shall convene the first meeting of 

the Professorial Board, which shall thereafter have power to make 
regulations as to the time and place of its meetings and the procedure 
thereat: 

Provided that all such regulations shall, before coming into 
operation, be submitted to and approved by the Board of Governors. 

29. At its first meeting, and annually thereafter, the Professorial 
Board shall elect one of its members, being a professor, to be Chair­
man, and if it fails or neglects so to do the Board of Governors may 
appoint a professor to be Chairman for the year. 

30. The Chairman shall hold office for one year, and be eligible 
for re-election, but no professor shall hold office as Chairman for 
more than two years in succession. 

31. At all meetings of the Professorial Board­
(1.) The quorum shall be three: 
(2.) The Chairman shall preside, and shall keep the minutes of 

the proceedings : 
(3.) He shall have a deliberative vote, and, in the case of equality 

of voting, a casting-vote: 
(4.) 'In his absence from any meeting, the members present shall 

elect another professor to act as chairman of that meet­
ing, and whilst so acting he shall have all the powers of 
the Chairman. ' 

32. Subject in each instance to the approval of the Board of 
Governors, and to such modifications as that Board thinks fit to make 
therein, the Professorial Board may-

(1.) Fix the course of study, and the days and hours oflectures ; 
(2.) Make regulations as to the attendance of tpe students; 
(3.) Prescribe the ,subjects for examinations for scholarships, 

exhibitions, prizes, and other college distinctions and 
awards. ' 

33. Subject to the right of appeal to the Board of Governors 
(whose decision shall be final) by any person who feels aggrieved, the 
Professorial Board may- " 

(1.) Deal with all questions relating to the discipline of the 
students; 

(2.) Manage the College library. 
34. The Professorial Board shall be subject to the control of the 

Board of Governors, and shall furnish to it such reports and inform It­
tion as from time to time the latter Board requests Qr the fo;rmer 
Board deems necessary. 

35. The Professorial Board may from time to time offer such 
suggestions for the consideration of the Board of Governors as it 
thinks advisable in the interests of the College. 



...... ~ f • • 

60 VICT.] Oanterbury Oollege and Oanterbury [1896, No. 46. 145 
Agriculturalqollege. 

Lecture Fees. 
36. There shall be payable by the students of the College such Fees paya.ble by 

reasonable fees for attendance on lectures as from time to time the students. 
Board of Governors prescribes. 

Leases. 
37. The Board may grant leases of its lands, but may not with- Power to lease 

out the previous consent of the Governor sell, mortgage, or otherwise lands. 
alienate the same or any other part thereof. 

38. Wi,th respect to every such lease, the following provisions Provisions affeoting 
shall apply:- all leases. 

(1.) The, term shall not exceed twenty-one years. 
(2.) The rent shall be the best obtainable" and no fine or foregift 

shall be taken. 
(3.) The lease may contain such provisions for renewal, and for 

compensation for improvements to be paid by the incoming 
to the outgoing tenant, and otherwise, as, subject to the 
approval of the Governor, the Board thinks fit. 

Accounts and Audit. 
39. The Audit Office shall be the auditor of the Board~ and shall Audit Offioe to be 

have the same duties and powers in respect of the moneys and accounts auditor. 
of the Board, and of every person dealing therewith, as if the Board 
were a local authority within the meaning of section six of " The 
Public Revenues Act, 1892.", -

40. Within twenty-one days after the close of each year ending Annual statement 
the thirty-first day of December, the Board shall cause to be pre- of a.ooounts. 
pared a stat,ement of accounts showing,-

(1.) The total receipts and disbursements for the year; and 
(2.) Such other particulars as the Governor from time to time 

prescribes. . 
41. (1.) Such statement, duly certified as correct by the Audit Statement a.nd 

Office, shall, together with a general report a~ ~o the progress. of b~1~~! ~e~:;:ld 
the College, be forwarded by the Board to the MInIster of EducatIOn Assembly. 
within thirty days after the close of such year, to be by him laid 
before both Houses of the General Assembly if sitting, or, if not, 
then within ten days after the commencement of the next session 
thereof. 

(2.) It shall be the duty of the Audit Office to audit such state­
ment before the expiration of the said period of thirty days. 

General. 
42. The Minister of Education for the time being shall be the Visitor. 

Visitor of the College, and shall have all the powers and functions 
usually possessed by Visitors. , 

43. The Governor may from time to time make regulations for Regula.tions. 
the proper conduct of all elections of members of the Board. 

44. "The Canterbury College Ordinance, 1873," is hereby.Repeal. 
repealed, and the Corporation of the Canterbury College incorporated 
under that Ordinance shall for all purposes be deemed to be incor­
porated under this Act and as the same corporation. 

10 
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Board of Governors 45. A Board of Governors (hereinafter called "t~e said 
of Canterbury Agri. Board") composed as hereinafter mentioned is hereby constituted a 
oultural College '. ' 
constituted. , body polItic and corporate, by the name of "The Canterbury Agri-

Board to oonsist of 
seven members. 

Eleotion of 
members. 

When to assume 
offioe. 

Term of office. 

Mode of retirement. 

cultural College," by which name such body shall have perpetual 
succession and a common seal. 

46. The said Board shall consist of seven members, who shall 
be selected as' follows, that is to say,-

(1.) One shall be appointed by the Governor; 
(2.) A group of three shall be elected by such members of the 

Legislative Council and House of Representatives as for 
the time being are entitled to elect members of the 
Board of Governors of the Canterbury College as herein­
before provided; and 

(3.) A group of three shall be elected by .the governing bodies of 
such agricultural and pastoral societies duly incorporated 
under "The Agr1cultural and Pastoral Societies Act, 
1877," as have their principal offices in the Provincial 
District of Canterbury. 

47. (1.) Every ordinary election of members of the said Board 
shall be ,held on the first Monday in December, and the first ordinary 
election shall be held on the first Monday in December, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety~six. 

(2.) The member to be appointed by the Governor shall be ' 
appointed not later than the third Monday in December in each year. 

(3.) Every member selected for the ordinary term of office shall 
take office on the first day of January next following the date of his 
selection. 

48. The said Board shall assume office on the first day of J anu­
ary, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven, on which date 
the term of office of its members shall be deemed to commence. 

49. .The ordinary term of office of all members of the said Board 
s~a:ll be three years, subject, however, to the following specia:! pro­
VISIons :-

(1.) On the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-eight, and on the same day in every sub~ 
sequent year, one member out of each of the aforesaid 
groups shall retire Jrom office. 

(2.) The member to retire out of each group on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, 
shall, on or before the first day of November in the 
previous year, be decided by lot amongst the members 
comprising that group. 

(3.) The member to retire out of each group on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, 
shall, on or before the first day of November in the 
previous year, be decided by lot amongst the members 
composing that group, but only such of them as have 
then been longest in office shall cast lots'. ' 

(4.) On the first day of January in every subsequent year the 
members who have then been longest 'in office shall retire. 
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(5.) Every retiring member shall be eligible for reselection. 
50. The provisions of sections eight to twenty-six and thirty-six Prior sections of Act 

to forty-three of this Act shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to the said to apply. 

Board and the members thereof, and the school of agriculture hereto-
fore known as the Lincoln Agricultural College, being the school 
which was established and has hitherto ,been maintained by the Board 
of Governors of Canterbury College, but which is by this Act trans-
ferred to and vested in the Corporation of the Canterbury Agrioul-
tural College, as hereinafter provided: 

Provided- Proviso. 

(a.) That the number of rolls shall be two in lieu offour; and also 
(b.) That the Governor may appoint a Returning Officer to 

conduct the first election of members of the said Board, 
and may also fix the time and plaoe of the first meeting 
of the said Board; and also 

(c.) That at all meetings of the said Board the quonlm shall be 
four in lieu of seven. 

, 51. In addition to the powers exercisable by the said Board ~ow annual 

under section twenty-four hereof, the said Board may from time to ~~;~~d may be 

time, but subject to the terms of any trust or endowment, apply such . 
portion of its annual inoome or capital fund, as it deems fit, towards I 

any of the following purposes, that is to say,-
(1.) Carrying on such experimental or other farming operations 

as are deemed expedient in order to effioiently instruct 
the students of the said Agricultural College; and also 

(2.) Acquire by purchase; lease, or otherwise, as the said Board 
thinks fit, all such land, implements, stock, and materials 
as are deemed necessary for the purposes of such farming 
operations as aforesaid; and also 

(3.) Generally doing whatever the said Board thinks expedient 
in order that the said Agricultural College may best 
accomplish the purpose for which it was established. 

Lecture F1ees. 
52. ,There shall be payable by the students of the' College such Lecture fees. 

reasonable fees for attendance on lectures as from time to time the 
Board of Governors prescribes. 

Transfer of Endowments, &c. 
53. On the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred Transfer of endow-

and ninety-seven, the following events shall happen:- :fentts'b&o., to 

(1.) All the estate and interest of the Corporation of the Canter- A~c~lt~ 
bury Oollege in- - College. 

(a.) All lands granted, conveyed, or assured to that 
oorporation in trust for or for the purposes of a school of 
agriculture by the Provincial Council of Canterbury or 
the Superintendent of that province, whether under the 
provisions of "The Educational Reserves Leasing Or­
dinance (No. 2), 1875," "The Canterbury Educational 
Reserves Sale and Leasing Act, 1876," or otherwise how­
soever; and a.Jso 

10* ' 
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'relating thereto. 

Certificate as to 
what prop{lrty, &0., 
passes. 

Proviso. 

189G, No. 46.J Oanterbury Oollege and Oanterbm'Y 
Agricultural Oollege. 

[60 VICT. 

(b.) All the rents, profits, and proc~eds of these 
lands, and all real and personal property derived therefrom 
(including the school of agriculture situate at Lincoln, and 
heretofore known as the Lincoln Agricultural College)­
shall, by virtue of this Act, and without the execu­
tion of any instrument of transfer or other assurance, 
or the payment of any stamp duty, pass'to and vest in the 
Corporation of the Canterbury Agricultural College, ac­
cording to the nH,ture and quality thereof respectively, and 
shall thereafter be held by that corporation, subject to 
the provisions of this Act relating to that corporation. 

(2.) All liabilities, contracts, and engagements of the Corporation 
of the Canterbury College, relating to any of the property 
transferred and vested as aforesaid, shall by force of this 
Act, and without the execution of any instrument, be­
come for all purposes the liabilities, contracts, and 
engagements of the Corporation of the Canterbury Agri­
cultural College. 

54. (1.) A certificate, under the seals of both of the said 
corporations, and the hands of both of the Chairmen, shall be 
sufficient evidence of what property, liability, contract, or engage­
ment passes under the last-preceding section hereof, and any such 
certificate relating to land shall be sufficient authority to the District 
Land Registrar to make all entries necessary in order to record the 
change of title. 

(2.) If any question arises as to what property, liabilities, con­
tracts, or engagements pass under the last-preceding section hereof, 
a Judge of the Supreme Court shall <1ecide, and his decision shall 
be final and conclusive for all purposes: 

Provided that, with respect to a certain sum of seven thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-four pounds referred to in the report of the 
Royal Commission on the School of Agriculture at Lincoln, dated 
the twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-nine, the Visitor shall refer that question to a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, who shall inquire into the same in such manner as 
he thinks fit, and,having regard to all the circumstances of the case, 
shall deciq.e on equitable as well as legal grounds as to what'sum (if 
any) should be payable by the Board of Governors of the Canterbury, 
College to the Board of Uovernors of the Canterbury. Agricultural 
College in respect thereof, and such sum shall be payable accordingly. 

WELLINGTON: Prinl!ed under authority of the New Zealand Government, 
by JOHN MACKAY, Government Printer.-1896. 


