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1881, No, 47. 
AN ACT to regulate the Immigration of Chinese. 

[Resel'Ved fCI' tke signification of Her Majesty's plea81tre.] 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: . 

1. The Short Title of this Act is er The Chinese Immigrants Act, 1881." 
2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context, ' 

er Chinese" means any person born of Chinese parents, and any native of 
China or its dependencies, 01' of any island in the China seas, born of 
Chinese parents: 

U Vessel" means any ship or other seagoing vessel of whatsoevel' kind or 
description : 

H Master" means the person, other than a pilot, for the time being in 
actual command of any such vessel. 
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3. If any vessel shall arrive in any port in New Zealand, having on board a Number of Chinese 
greater nllID her of Chinese passengers than in the proportion of one to every ships may carry. 
ten tons of the tonnage of such vessel, according to the registry thereof if 
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future day, not being longer than two months from the date of such order, 
provided security by way of recognizance to Her Majesty to the satisfaction of 
such Justices be given for the payment of the amount mentioned in, and at -the 
time fixed by, any such order. 
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12. All penalties and sums payable under this Act may be l'ecovered in a Penalties recovered 
• 

summary manner before two Justices of the Peace, upon the prosecution of some m a. summary 
• manner. 

officer of Customs 01' other person authorIzed for that purpose by the Governor. 
At any hearing the Justices may decide upon their own view and judgment 

whether any person charged before them is a Chinese within the meaning of this 
Act. 

13. Eve1'Y Chinese within the Colony of New Zealand, at the date when this 
Act comes into operation, may, within two months thereafter, apply to the 
Resident Magistrate's Court nearest to his place of abode f01' a certificate of 
exemption from payments under this Act. 

Any :Resident Magistrate exercising jurisdiction at such Court shall deliver 
to any Chinese so applying a certificate, which shall bear on the face of it the 
name of such Chinese, and the signature of the Magistrate gI'anting such certi­
ficate, and such other matters which may be prescribed in the regulations; and 
the holder of such certificate shall be exempted from payments under this Act. 

For the purposes of this section the term H Resident Magistrate" shall 
include a Warden having jurisdiction within any gold field proclaimed under any 
Act for the time being in force relating to gold fields. 

14. The Colonial Treasurer, or any person authorized by him, may, upon 
the application of any Chinese, and upon being satisfied that such Chinese was, 
at the time of the coming into operation of this Act, a hond fide resident of the 
colony, and that he desires to be absent therefrom for a temporary purpose only, 
grant to such Chinese a certificate that he is exempt from the provisions of this 
Act for a time to be specified in such certificate. 

And, during the time so specified, the holder of such cel·tificate shall be 
exempt from all payments under this Act. 

CertitIcate of 
exemption from 
payment. 

CertUlcate of 
exemption ma,y be 
granted in cases of 
temporary absence 
from the colony. 

15. The Governor in Council may, from time to time, make such l'egula- Governor may make 
tions as he shall deem necessary for giving effect to this Act, and all such regu.. regulatioJlJ. 
lations shall be gazetted. . 
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