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1881, No. 27. 

AN ACT relating to the Drainage of Lands by Private Owners. 
[23rd September, 1881.J 

BE IT EN ACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of thc same, as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is cc The Drainage Act, 1881." 
2. Any person (hereiuafter called cc the applicant") having an interest in 

lands which require to be drained, but have no communication readily available 
with any stream, watercourse, or drain, except through lands belonging to other 
owner or owners, may drain his land through the lands of such owner or 
owners, subject to the following conditions. 

3. He shall cause a description to be prepared of any proposed new work or 
drain, or of any alteration in any existing work or drain, which hc desires to 
make upon land belonging to other owner or owner§, together with a plan 
showing the course, dimensions, and levels of such drainage works, and shall 
append a statement of the time at which he proposes to commence the works 
and to complete the same. 

4. He shall give notice in writing to the owner, and, where the owner is 
not the occupier, also to the occupier, of lands to be affected l)y the proposed 
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Upon such order being made, no further proceedings shall be taken 
before the Court hereinbefore constituted, but application may be made to the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court of the Judicial District within which the land 
of the owner affected by the proposed works is situate. 

The Registrar shall thereupon issue a summons, mutatis mutandis, to 
the like effect as mentioned in section six of this Act. 

Any Judge of the Supreme Court may hear the case in a summary way, 
• 

and all proceedings after the issue of the summonses shall be in conformity with 
this Act, as though cc Judge of the Supreme Court" had been substituted for 
the Court constituted by this Act. 

, 
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20. For the purposes of this Act, a Judge of the Supreme Court and the Powers of Court. 

Court constituted by this Act shall severally have the same powers of summon­
ing and compelling the attendance or witnesses, and the production of documents, 
of administering oaths and swearing affidavits, and of punishing persons duly 
summoned for non-attendance or for refusing to give evidence, or to produce 
documents, and of enforcing obedience to orders, and the same means of en­
forcing the observance of order and of its rules during its sittings, and of 
punishing contempt, as are possessed by the Supreme Court and a Judge 
thereof, and by a District Court and a Judge thereof, respectively. 

21. Sections one hundred and eighty-one to one hundred and ninety-eight of Repeal. 
er The Public Works Act, 1876," both inclusive, are hereby repealed, so far as 
they are repugnant to or inconsistent with this Act, but not fUl'ther or other-

• wIse. 

• 

• 

• 


