
CUSTOMS DUTIES' ACT, 1856. 

IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN VICTORIA. 
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duties to be charged. _ 
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sumption of military and naval officers. 

an acl· 

4. Duties to be charged according to Imperial 
weights and measures. 

5. To be levied and paid under provisions of 
Acts and Ordinances for time being in 
force for collection and regulation of 
Customs. 
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~L to alter the Duties of Customs. 

-,. 
>. . 

Title. 

W HEREAS it is expedient to alter the Duties of Customs payable on the Preamble. 

. importation of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize into the Colony of 
New Zealand, 

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of. New Zealand as 
follows: 

1. Any Duties of Customs chargeable upon the goods, wares, and mer- Duties chargeali_Ie on 

chandize next hereafter mentioned, imported into the Colony of New Zealand, !::.~s f~~=i~~~ ~~ 
shall cease and determine from and after the fifth day of Aq.gust, 1856, viz.- August, 1856. 

1. Agricultural Implements of all sorts, 
L----=2,..... Animals, living, . . # ~ 

3~Baggage of Passengers~ · hltt/1.~ ~aL<! 

4. Oil, Blubber, and Bone,~/ produce of fiah, or ereatl:1:res li,i:ttg itt 
~. 

lz.d-w .1...- 5. Plants, Bulbs, Trees, and Seeds. 
6, Specimen*£ Natw·al History, 

l,~,!J'l~ ,rJruaL,/ ~ ~~ ~~~-



#. h Machinery of all sorts. 
9 ~ Coal. 
/;. ~ Manure. 
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//. [if. Tobacco for sheep wash, subject to its being rendered unfit for 
human consumption, and to such regulations as the Governor 

avvf.-<_~ shall from time to time prescribe in that behalf. 
/2. jf. ~eeas, W&Fes, 8'ftti meP@ft&&EWii for the supply of Her Majesty's 

land and sea forces. 
I ) . ~· Boob, printed, not being account books. 
4 . . Boats. 
/~· . Bullion and Coin. 
/ 6. M, Gunpowder, fit only for blasting purposes. 
7 -Jt· Bottles full of an article subject to duty. 

Duties chargeable on 2. The Duties of Customs now chargeable on the importation of goods, 
goods specified to d h d" h ft ifi d h 11 ;:i d · cease and otller wares, an mere an 1ze next erea er sp.eq e , s a ·cease ariu.., etermme, and 
dutiei to be charged. in lieu thereof the following duties shall ber.charged on all 'sucn goods, wares, 

Remission of duties 
on wines for the con­
sumption of military 
and naval officers. 

and merchandize imported into the Colony of New Zealand, or cleared from 
any warehouse for home consumption from and after the 5th day of August 
1856, viz.-

1. Spirits and Strong Waters of every kind, sweetened 9r 
pt~ . e, jofv anY, strengt,h1 ,n6t ) exceecr g1

;: 11h)
1 

1 

~Strength of proof oy Sylre't :fiydrometer, a:rid"so on 
in proportion for any greater ~ strength tha:J?. _ 

£ s. d. 

than the strength of proof, the gallon . . --- - · · . . 0 8 0 
2. Tobacco, the Th. 0 .1 1Y .3 
3. Cig~r ~ 9- ijnu.ff, ,the>Th 1J • ,1 • • 

1 ·' • : •• · 0 3 0 
4. Wine, in wood and bottle, containing less tltat 25 per 

cent. bf alcohol of a specific gravity d'f 825 at 
temperature of .60 .. .degrees ~·enhe1t's · ther-
mometer, the gallon , . . , . . . . 

5. Ale, Beer, Cider, and Perry m wo"od, the gallon 
Ale, Beer, Cider, and Perry, in bottle, the gallon 

6. Tea, the Th. 

0 
0 
0 
0 

3 0 
0 6 

6} .J 
7. Sugar, raw and refined, of .~lUtinds, ,and Treacle and 

Molass_~s, the 1~. , 0 0 .,! fi 
8 . . Coffee,:•Chw~rY. ~bcpa, .an.~ Chocolate, th~Jo. . . '9 ... 9- I 2 . 

'3 Y, Boqts an~ ffi:i~ell, J;Iat:$,, Apparel of 1all k,19ds, an.d all , 1 ~I . ,, : l~·~lit~riaf ;if'~,l;mak~~g apparel, J ew)fYt, I :Cutl~i;y,:·_ 
~ ,,_ · 0lpcks; Watches; anJl f 1ated Ware, ! and all ~S:tUrr· r 

Wo.oU~n, 1Cq~ton, ant '.tiii'en Manufactur,es, Speru{ / 
StJine, and Wax Candles"'(m asiiririg ·oti,ts1de. ·th~: 1/J paclrnges) the cubic foot . . . . . . O 3 O 

IJ r • All other Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, the · cubic 
foot - · 0 1 0 

Or at the option of the princiP.al Officer of Customs 
at the port of entry , at t ·w'liich tli \ same shaff be 
imported, the cwt: . . . . . , .. , .. , . . 0 : 2 ,) 0 . 

·- ~ ; .... ,." t If I·: .-. ~ I • 

3. A draw.hack ~f,.the;, whole ,of such duties shall be allowed for w·nes 
intended f~r the consumption of the Officers of Her Majesty's troops serving in 
the Colony of New Zealand, and ~f the Officers qf He.r Majest_y:,'~; ~ av.y . ·seu.vJing. 
on board any :Qf r:a~l! Majestis s'hips1

· in the' seas adjoi~ing thereto, or such 
Wines may be landed on first importation or delivered out of bond free of duty, 
subjec~ in all c~ses to :mch ~egJI~atio~t as ~~e ~~~t;t~~~:,s~!tll _frioµi ti,:ne .. t~: tirn,ei 
pr~~mbe. Primded..alw~.Y~;if::ant,su~~1~~~~-s sA~.~;lj~ s~l),~equ_ep#y: .old m thff. 
said g?;l?ny.1 .~cept. fo~ .. the ~s~·'<?r . c~n-.url;1£~~~~· of'- 1an:r Qf ,Her MaJesty'is mili..:.­
ta,y <?,r Waval Officers servmg ·as aforesaid, the same shall be forfeited and 
liable tu seizure accordingly. · i·"··, 

CJ - /, 0 

o.2.o 
t} / . 0 

- --- - 0 r / , I'} 
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4. All duties of Customs under this Act shall be charged and paid accor- Duties to be charged 
ding to the Standard Imperial Weights and Measures, and where such· duties according to standard 

Imperial weights and 
are charged according to any specified quantity, weight, or size, the ~ame shall measures. 

be chargeable in proportion on any greater or less quantity, weight, or size. 

5. The Duties of Customs imposed by this Act shall be raised, levied, 
collected and paid in like manner as if the said duties had been imposed by the 
Ordinance, Session 1, No. 3, to provide for the collection of duties imposed on 
goods imported into and . for the gene:ral regulation of the Revenue of Customs 
in the Colony of New Zealand and. its dependencies; and subject also to all 
such provigions and regulations as may for the time being be in force under or 
by virtue of any local Act or Ordinance for the collection and for the general 
regulation of the Revenue of Customs in the Colony of New Zealand. 

6. And whereas contracts 01 agreements may have been made for the 
sale or delivery of some of the goods_ or commodities on which increased or ad­
ditional duties of customs are by this Act imposed which contracts or agree­
ments may have been made with no refer~nce to such ~dditioual duties and 
thereby the several contractors may be matenally affected : For Remedy there-
of be it enacted that every person who shall have made or entered into any 
such contract or agreement shall be and is hereby authorised and empowered in 
the case of any such contract or agreement to add so much money as will be 
equivalent to the increased or additional duty hereby granted on any such goods 
or commodities respectively to the price thereof and shall be entitled by virtue 
of this Act to be paid and to sue for and recover . the same accor~ingly. 

How to be Ie,ied and 
paid. 

Additional duties 
may be added to 
prices agreed on in 
existing contracts. 

7. The term · Governor shall mean the person for the time being Interpretation °( 
term ' ' Governor,' ' 

lawfully administering the Government of the Colony of New Zealand. 

8. This Act may be cited. for all purposes as "The Customs Duties Short title. 

Act, 1856." 


