
LAND AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

THIS Bill amends the Land Act 1948.

Clause 1 relates to the Short Title.

Clause 2 inserts a new section 11A in the principal Act. The new section
empowers the Minister of Lands to delegate any powers conferred on him
by any enactment to any officer or officers of the Department of Lands and
Survey.

Clause 3. Subclause (1) inserts a new section 4OA in the principal Act.
The new section provides that the Land Settlement Board may, with the
Minister's approval, lease from any person any private land for use in
conjunction with Crown land.

Subctauses (2) and (3) make consequential amendments.

Clause 4. Subclause (1) amends section 108 of the principal Act to provide
that a lessee or licensee of pastoral land may, with the prior written consent
of the Land Settlement Board, cultivate any part of the land for the purpose
of growing crops for sale.

Subctause (2) makes a consequential amendment.

Clause 5 amends section 170B of the principal Act (which provides for
the review of rates of interest payable under securities given pursuant to the
principal Act) by reducing the minimum interval between interest rate
reviews from 5 years to 3 years.

Clause 6.· Subclause (1) adds a new subsection to section 182 of the
principal Act (which relates to offences). The new subsection provides that
any information in respect of any offence against the principal Act may be
laid at any time within 1 year from the time when the matter of the
information arose.

Subclause (2) amends subsection (3) of section 176 of the principal Act
(which relates to trespass on or damage to Crown land) by omitting the
provision to the effect that any information for an ofTence against that
section shall be laid within 2 years from the time when the matter of the
information arose.
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A BILL INTITULED

An Act to amend the Land Act 1948

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,

5 as follows:

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Land Amend-
ment Act 1977, and shall be read together with and deemed
part of the Land Act 1948* (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Act ).

10 2. Delegation of powers by Minister-The principal Act is
hereby amended by inserting, after section 11, the following
section:

" 1 lA. (1) Subject to the provisions of any other Act relating
to the delegation of the Minister's powers under that Act, the

15 Minister may from time to time, by writing under his hand,
either generally or particularly, delegate to any officer or
officers of the Department all or any of the powers exercisable
by him as Minister under any enactment including powers
delegated to him under any enactment, but not including

20 the power to delegate under this section.
*Reprinted 1972, Vol. 2, p. 1557

Amendments: 1974, No. 92; 1975, No. 82
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2 Land Amendment

"(2) Subject to any general or special directions given or
conditions attached by the Minister, an officer to whom any
powers are delegated under this section may exercise those
powers in the same manner and with the same effect as if
they had been conferred on him directly by this section and 5
not by delegation.

"(3) Until a delegation made under this section is revoked,
it shall continue in force according to its tenor; and, in the
event of the Minister by whom any such delegation has been
made ceasing to hold office, the delegation shall continue to 10
have effect as if made by the person for the time being
holding office as Minister.

"(4) In the event of an officer to whom a delegation under
this section has been made ceasing to hold the office that he
held when the delegation was made, the delegation shall 15
continue to have effect as if made to the person for the time
being holding that office or, if there is no person holding that
office, to the person (if any) for the time being authorised
to exercise the powers of the holder of that office.

" (5) The fact that an officer of the Department exercises 20
any power of the Minister shall, in the absence of proof to
the contrary, be sufficient evidence that he has been auth-
orised to do so by a delegation under this section.

"(6) Every delegation made under this section shall be
revocable at will, and no such delegation shall prevent the 25
exercise of any power by the Minister."

3. Leases of private land-( 1) The principal Act is hereby
amended by inserting, after section 40, the following section:

"4OA. (1) The Board, on behalf of Her Majesty, may; with
the approval of the Minister, lease from any person any 30
private land for use in conjunction with Crown land.

"(2) Any such lease may be entered into on such terms and
conditions as the Board thinks fit:

Provided that, before entering into the lease, the Board
shall ascertain, by report and valuation by at least one 35
competent valuer and by such other means as the Board
thinks fit, the value of the land and its suitability for the use
proposed in respect thereof.
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"(3) On the approval of the Minister being given to a
proposal to lease private land pursuant to this section, the
Board may execute all agreements, deeds, and instruments
and do and perform all acts necessary to obtain the lease.

"(4) Where any private land is leased to the Board
pursuant to this section, the Board shall, subject to the terms
and conditions of the lease, have the powers in respect of the
land that it would have if the land were Crown land."

(2 ) Section 28 (1)of the principal Act is hereby con-
10 sequentially amended by inserting, after paragraph (a), the

following paragraph:
"(aa) In payment of the rental and other expenses relating

to any lease of private land entered into by the
Board pursuant to section 40A of this Act:".

15 (3) Section 42 of the principal Act (as substituted by
section 3 (1 ) of the Land Amendment Act 1954) is hereby
consequentially amended by adding the following subsection:

"(6) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not
apply in respect of any private land leased by the Board

20 pursuant to section 40A of this Act."

4. Cropping of pastoral lands-(1) Section 108 of the
principal Act is hereby amended by repealing subsection (2),
and substituting the following subsections:

"( lA) A lessee or licensee of pastoral land may, with the
25 prior consent in writing of the Board, given subject to such

conditions as it may deem necessary, cultivate any portion
of the land comprised in his lease or licence for the purpose of
growing crops for sale.

"(2) Any consent of the Commissioner or the Board under
30 this section shall, unless the Board otherwise determines, be

subject to the condition that the lessee or licensee shall, on
the termination of his lease or licence, leave the whole of any
area that has been ploughed or cultivated properly laid down
in good permanent grasses and clovers to the satisfaction of

35 the Commissioner or the Board, as the case may be; and may
be subject to such other conditions, restrictions, and directions
as the Commissioner or the Board, as the case may be, may
deem necessary."

(2) Section 109 (2) of the principal Act is hereby con-
40 sequentially amended by omitting from the proviso the words

"subsection (1) of".

3



4 Land Amendment

5. Rates of interest-Section 170B of the principal Act ( as
inserted by section 6 of the Land Amendment Act 1968) is
hereby amended-

(a) By omitting from subsection ( 1) (a) the figure "5",
and substituting the figure "3": 5

(b) By repealing paragraph (b) of subsection (1), and
substituting the following paragraph:

"(b) Where the lease, licence, mortgage, or other
document provides that the rate or rates of interest
payable thereunder may be reviewed, the Board, on 10
giving to the lessee, licensee, purchaser, mortgagor,
or other person liable not less than 3 months' notice
thereof in writing, may review, in accordance with
any applicable provisions of the document, that rate
or those rates; and, on any such review, may increase 15
or reduce that rate or those rates or any of them in
order to conform to the current rates of interest for

the time being fixed by the Minister of Finance."

6. Time for laying information for offences-( 1) Section
182 of the principal Act is hereby amended by adding the 20
following subsection:

" (2) Notwithstanding section 14 of the Summary Pro-
ceedings Act 1957, any information in respect of any offence
against this Act may be laid at any time within 1 year from
the time when the matter of the information arose." 25

(2) Section 176 (3) of the principal Act is hereby amended
by omitting the words ", and any such information shall be
laid not later than 2 years after the time when the matter of
the information arose".
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