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LOCAL ELECTIONS AND POLLS AMENDMENT (No. 2)

Title.

i. Short Title.

ANALYSIS.

 2. Local authority may adopt alternative pro -posals.
Schedule.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Local Elections and Polls Act, 1925. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

5 follows :-

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Elections and Polls Amend- Short Title.

ment Act, 1931, and shall be read together with and deemed part of
the Local Elections and Polls Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Act).

10 2. When a special order is or has been made by any local authority Local authority may
adopting the provisions of Part II of the principal Act the local adopt alternativeproposals.
authority may in the special order, or at any time subsequently by
resolution, declare that the alternative provisions set out in the
Schedule hereto shall apply in lien of the corresponding provisions

15 contained in the said Part II and in the Third and Fourth Schedules
to the principal Act.

SCHEDULE.

ALTERNATIVE PROVISIONS TO SECTIONS 76 AND 78 OF LOCAL
ELECTIONS AND POLLS ACT, 1925.

76. The voter shall vote by placing the figure 1 opposite the name of the
candidate for whom he votes. Ho may in addition place the figure 2 opposite the name
of the candidate who is his second choice, and the figure 3 opposite the name of the
candidate who is his third choice. He may also indicate the order of his preference for
as many of the other candidates (if any) as he pleases by placing in the squares
respectively opposite their names other figures next in numerical order after those
already used by him.

78. A voting-paper is informal on which-
(a) The figure 1 standing alone, indicating a first preference, is not placed ; or
(b) The figure 1 standing alone, indicating a first preference, is placed opposite the

name of more than one candidate ; or
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(c) The figure 1 standing alone, indicating a first preference, and some other figure
are placed opposite the name of the same candidate ; or

(d) It cannot be determined for which candidate the first preference of the voter is
recorded ; or

(e) Any mark is placed by the voter by which he may afterwards be identified.

ALTERNATIVE PROVISIONS TO THOSE CONTAINED IN THE THIRD AND
FOURTH SCHEDULES TO LOCAL ELECTIONS AND POLLS ACT, 1925.

Directions to be printed on voting-paper fin lieu of those in Tird Schedule).
CROSSES SHOULD NOT BE USED.

Vote by placing the figure 1 opposite the name of the candidate for whom you vote.

You may also place the figure 2 opposite the name of the candidate who is your second
choice, and the figure 3 opposite the name of the candidate who is your third choice,
and so on 68 far as yOU may choose.

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

METHOD OF COUNTING VOTES.

Delinitions.
IN this Schedule, unless the contrary intention appears,-

The expression " continuing candidate " means any candidate not elected or not
excluded from the poll at any given time :

The expression " first preference " means the figure 1 standing alone opposite
the name of a candidate : " second preference " means the figure 2 standing
alone opposite the name of a candidate in succession to the figure 1; " third
preference " means the figure 3 standing alone opposite the name of a
candidate in succession to the figures 1 and 2 ; and so on:

The expression " next available preference " means a second or subsequent pre-
ference recorded in consecutive numerical order for a continuing candidate,
the preferences next in order on the voting-paper for candidates already
elected or excluded from the poll being ignored :

The expression " transferable paper " means a voting-paper on which, following
a first preference, a second or subsequent preference is recorded in con-
secutive numerical order for a continuing candidate :

The expression " non-transferable paper " means a voting-paper on which no
second or subsequent, preference is recorded for a continuing candidate :

Provided that a paper shall be deemed to have become a non-transferable
paper whenever-

(a) The names of two or more candidates (whether continuing or not)
are marked with the same number, and are next in order of preference; or

(b) The name of the candidate next in order of preference (whether
continuing or not) is marked-

(i) By a number not following consecutively after some other number
on the voting-paper ; or

(ii) By two or more numbers ; or
(c) For any other reason it cannot be determined for which of the con-

tinuing candidates the next available preference of the voter is recorded :
The expression " original vote " in regard to any candidate means a vote derived

from a voting-paper on which a first preference is recorded for that candidate :
The expression " transferred vote " in regard to any candidate means a vote

derived from a voting-paper on which a second or subsequent preference is
recorded for that candidate :

The expression " surplus " means the number of votes by which the total number
of the votes, original and transferred, credited to any candidate, exceeds the
quota :

Th e expression " count" means-
(a) All the operations involved in the counting of the first preferences

recorded for candidates, or
(6) All the operations involved in the transfer of the surplus of an

elected candidate ; or

(c) All the operations involved in the transfer of the votes of an excluded
candidate or of two or more candidates excluded together.



Local Elections and Polls Amendment.

First Choice.

1. The number of first choices recorded for each candidate shall be counted, and all First choice of
informal voting-papers shall be rejected. each candidate to

be counted.

SMUng Papers.

2. After the voting-papers have been mixed the Returning Officer shall examine Voting-paperi
the voting-papers and shall sort them into parcels according to the first preferences to be sorted.
recorded for each candidate. rejecting any that are invalid.

Counting Papers.

3. The Returning Officer shall then count the number of papers in each parcel, and Voting-papers to
shall credit each candidate with a number of votes equal to the number of valid papers be counted and
on which a first preference has been recorded for such candidate, and he shall ascertain credited.

the total number of valid papers.
The Quota.

4. The Returning Officer shall then divide the total number of valid papers by a
number exceeding by one the number of vacancies to be mled. The result increased by
one (any fractional remainder being disregarded) shall be the number of votes sufficient
to secure the election of a candidate. This number is herein called the " quota."

8

Ascertaining quota.

Candidate ?t,ith Quota dected.

5. If at the end of any count the number of votes credited to a candidate is equal When candidate
to or greater than the quota, that candidate shall thereupon be elected. elected.

Transfer of Su¥plus.

6. (1) If at the end of any count the number of votes credited to a candidate is Surplus to be
greater than the quota the surplus shall be transferred, as in this regulation provided, transferred.
to the continuing candidates for whom the next available preferences have been recorded
on the voting-papers in the parcel or sub-parcel last received by the elected candidate.

(2) (a) If more than one candidate has a surplus, the largest surplus shall be frst Priority of surplus.
dealt with.

(b) If two or more candidates have each an equal surplus, the surplus of the candi-
date with the greatest number of votes at the first count at which the candidates in
question have an unequal number of votes shall be first dealt with. When the numbers
of votes credited to such candidates are equal at ali counts, the Returning Officer shall
determine which surplus he will first deal with.

(3) The Returning Officer need not transfer a surplus when that surplus, together Transfer of surplus
with any other surplus not transferred, is less than the difference- optional.

(a) Between the votes of the candidate lowest on the poll and the votes of the next
highest candidate ; or

(6) Between the total of the votes of the two or more candidates lowest on the poll
and the votes of the next, highest candidate, provided that the exclusion from
the poll of the aforesaid two or more candidates lowest on the poll shall not
reduce the number of continuing candidates below the number of vacancies
remaining to be filled.

(4) (a) If the votes credited to an elected candidate consist of original votes only, Surplus from
the Returning Officer shall examine all the papers contained in the parcel of the elected original votes.
candidate whose surplus is to be transferred.

(6) If the votes credited to an elected candidate consist of original and transferred Surplus from
votes, or of transferred votes only, the Returning Officer shall examine the papers transferred votes.
contained in the sub-parcel last received by the elected candidate whose surplus is to be
transferred.

(c) In either case the Returning Officer shall sort the transferable papers into sub- papers sorted to
parcels according to the next available preferences recorded thereon, shall make a separate next available

preference.sub-parcel of the non-transferable papers, and shall ascertain the number of papers in
each sub-parcel of transferable papers and in the sub-parcel of non-transferable papers.

(5) If the total number of papers in the sub-parcels of transferable papers is equa 1 If transferable
to or less than the surplus, the Returning Officer shall transfer the whole of each sub- papers equal to or
parcel of transferable papers to the continuing candidate indicated thereon as the voters , less than surplus,

all transferred.

next available preference, and shall set aside as a separate sub-parcel so many of the
non-transferable papers as are not required for the quota of the elected candidate. The
particular papers set aside shall be those last filed in the sub-parcel of non-transferable
papers.
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(6) (a) If the total number of transferable papers is greater than the surplus the
Returning Officer shall transfer from each sub-parcel of transferable papers to the con-
tinuing candidate indicated thereon as the voters' next available preference the number of
papers which bears the same proportion. to the number of papers in the sub-parcel as the
surplus bears to the total number of transferable papers.

(b) The number of papers to be transferred from each sub-parcel shall be ascertained
by multiplying the number of papers in the sub-parcel by the surplus and dividing the
result by the total number of transferable papers. A note shall be made of the fractional
part, if any, of each number so ascertained.

(c) If, owing to the existence of such fractional parts, the number of papers to be
transferred is less than the surplus, so many of these fractional parts taken in the order
of their magnitude, beginning with the largest, as are necessary to make the total number
of papers to be transferred equal to the surplus shall be reckoned as of the value of
unity, and the remaining fractional parts shall be ignored.

(d) If two or more fractional parts are of equal magnitude, that fractional part
shall be deemed to be the largest which arises from the largest sub-parcel, and if the sub-
parcels in question are equal in size, the fractional part credited to the candidate with the
greatest number of votes at the first count at which the candidates in question have an
unequal number of votes shall be deemed to be the largest. When the numbers of
votes credited to such candidates are equal at all counts the Returning Officer shall
determine which fractional part shall be deemed to be the largest.

(e) The particular papers transferred from each sub-parcel shall be those last filed
in the sub-parcel, and each paper so transferred shall be marked in such a manner as to
indicate the count at which the transfer took place.

Exclusion of Candidates.

7. (1) If at the end of any count no candidate has a surplus, or if any existing
surplus need not be and is not transferred, and one or more vacancies remain to be
filled-

(a) The Returning Officer shall exclude from the poll the candidate lowest on the
poll ; but

(6) If the total of the votes of the two or more candidates lowest on the poll together
with any surplus not transferred is less than the number of votes credited
to the next highest candidate, the Returning Officer may at the same count
exclude the aforesaid two or more candidates lowest on the poll, provided
that the exclusion of these candidates shall not reduce the number of

continuing candidates below the number of vacancies remaining to be filled.
(2) lf, when a candidate has to be excluded, two or more candidates have each the

same number of votes and are lowest on the poll, the candidate with the lowest
number of votes at the Arst count at which the candidates in question have an
unequal number of votes shall be excluded, and, when the numbers of votes credited to
these candidates are equal at all counts, the Returning Officer shall determine which
shall be excluded.

(3) Upon the exclusion of any candidate, the Returning Officer, save as hereinafter
provided, shall examine all the papers credited to that candidate ; shall sort the trans-
ferable papers into sub-parcels according to the next available preferences recorded
thereon for continuing candidates ; shall transfer each sub-parcel to the candidate for
whom that preference is recorded ; and shall set aside as a separate sub-parcel the non-
transferable papers.

Last Vacancies.

8. (1) If at the end of any count the number of elected candidates is equal to the
number of vacancies to be filled, no further transfer of votes shall be made.

(2) If on the exclusion of a candidate or candidates the number of the then con-
tinuing candidates is equal to the number of vacancies unfilled, the continuing candidates
shal thereupon be elected, and no further transfer of votes shall be made.

priority of Election.
9. The order of priority of election of elected members shall be the order in which

they are severally elected. If at the end of any count two or more candidates are elected,
the order of priority shall be the order of magnitude of the numbers of votes credited
to such candidates, beginning with the greatest.
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Procedure in tramferring Votes.
10.(1) Whenever any transfer is made each sub-parcel of papers transferred shall

be placed on the top of the parcel, if any, of papers of the candidate to whom the transfer
is made, and that candidate shall be credited with a number of votes equal to the
number of papers transferred to him.

(2) Non-transferable papers (except such as in the transfer of a surplus may be
required for the quota of the elected candidate) shall be set aside as a separate sub-parcel,
together with any parcel of non-transferable papers already set aside.

(3) On the transfer of the surplus of an elected candidate, all papers not transferred
to continuing candidates and not set aside as provided in the preceding paragraph shall
be placed together in one parcel as the quota of the elected candidate, and the parcel
shall be marked with the name of the elected candidate.

Partial Re-counts.

11: Any scrutineer may, at the end of any count, request the Returning Officer
to re-examine and re-count all or any of the papers dealt with during that count, and
the Returning Officer shall forthwith re-examine and rb-count accordingly the papers
indicated without making any alteration in the arrangement of the papers in the various
parcels, save where such alteration may be necessary in consequence of any error dis-
covered in the re-count. The Returning Officer may also at his discretion re-count
papers either once or more often in any case in which he is not satisfied as to the accuracy
of any previous counting of the votes: Provided that nothing herein shall make it,
obligatory on the Returning Ofilcer to recount the same papers more than once.

By Authority : W. A. G. SKINNER, Government Printer, Wellington.-1931.
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