LAW PRACTITIONERS AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE
Tris Bill makes various amendments to the Law Practitioners Aet 1931.

Clause 2 amends section 48 of the Statutes Amendment Aet 1948. Under
section 48 a bharrister or solicitor who applies for an annual practising
certificate after not having one for two years, or while he is an undischarged
bankrupt, must give two months’ notice to the Registrar of the Supreme Court,
who refers the application to the Council of the New Zealand Law Society.
The Couneil may authorize the Registrar to issue a practising certificate, but
if in doubt as to the fitness of the applicant the Counecil may refer the matter
to the Disciplinary Committee of the New Zealand Law Society. TIn some
cases the Law Society is put to a great deal of expense and trouble in making
inquiries. The purpose of the clause is to require all such applications to be
referred to the Couneil of the District Law Society in whose district the
applicant intends to practise, and also to require the applicant to produce
sufficient evidence to satisfy the Couneil that he is a fit and proper person to
practise, as in the case of applicants for admission as barristers or solicitors.

Clause 3 provides for the New Zealand Law Society having two Viee-
Presidents instead of one.

Clause 4 is to make il clear that the Disciplinary Committee, after an
inquiry into a charge of misconduet, may include in its order for costs an
order for the payment by the practitioner of the costs of the investigation
leading up to the inquiry.

Clause 5 strengthens the provision cnabling the Law Society to safeguard
trust moneys held in the bank aceount of a defaulting solicitor by requiring
the bank to pay the moneys over to the Law Society. The clause transfers
this function from the New Zealand Law Society to the local Distriet Law
Society, and also enables the Couneil of the District Society to act if it has
reasonable cause to believe that any moneys have been stolen, instead of having
to wait until it is safisfied.

(laguse 6 is to enable any returned serviceman of the First World War to be
admitted as a solicitor where he has passed the preseribed examinations in all
subjects except Latin.
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A BILL INTITULED
Ax Acr to amend the Law Practitioners Act 1931.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
5 of the same, as follows:—

"'1. This Act may be cited as the Law Praectitioners

Amendment Act 1952, and shall be read together with
and deemed part of the Law Practitioners Aet 1931
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Aect).
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2 Law Practitioners Amendment

2. (1) Section forty-eight of the Statutes Amendment
Act 1946 is hereby amended by omitting from subsection
three the words ¢ New Zealand Law Society 7%, and
substituting the words ‘¢ District Law Society in whose
digtriet the barrister or solicitor intends to practise ”’.

(2) The said section forty-eight is hereby further
amended by inserting, after subsection three, the follow-
ing new subseetion :—

““(3a) The Registrar shall not issue the certificate
unless he is authorized by the Couneil of the Distriet
Law Soctety to do so; and the Council shall not
authorize the issue of the certificate unless the Couneil
is satisfied that the bharrister or solicitor is of good
character and a fit and proper person to practise as a
barrister or solicitor, as the case may be.

3. Section sixty-five of the principal Aect is hereby
amended hy omitting from subsection one the words
‘“ a Vice-President 7, and substituting the words ** two
Viee-Presidents 7. ‘ )

4, Section three of the' Law Practitioners Amend-
ment Act 1935 is hereby amended by adding to
paragraph (e) of subsection two the words *¢ including
all or any part of the costs and expenses of and
incidental to any investigation of his conduct ov of hix
trust account carried out by or for the New Zealand
Law Society or any Distriet Law Society ”".

b, Section twenty-seven of the Law Practitioners
Amendment Act 1935 is hereby amended ax follows:

() By omitting from subsection one the words ** Tf
the Council iz satisfied that anyv monevs
entrusted to a solicitor 7, and substituting the
words ‘“ If the Council of a District Taw
Soctety (in this seetion referred to ax the
Clouneil) has reasonahle cause to helieve that
any monevs entrusted to a solicitor practising
within the Society’s distriet ':

(h) By omitting from subseetion one the words ** that
the Council is satisfied 7, and substituting the
words ‘¢ that the Council has reasonable cause
to believe *".
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Law Practitioners Amendment 3

6. Section twelve of the principal Aet (as amended Admission as
by section twenty-six of the Statutes Amendment Act 5"1";‘:;?’5 of
1942) is hereby further amended by adding to sub- servicemen
section two the following new paragraph:— mﬁm‘ng

““(d) Any person who at any time during the First i Latin.

World War of 1914-1918 served outside 1942, No. 18
New Zealand as a member of any of the

New Zealand armed forces and who, except

in the subject of Latin, has passed or been

credited with a pass in the examination in

general knowledge and in law as preseribed

at the time of his so passing or being

credited with a pass.”

WELLINGTON: Printed under authority of the New Zealand
Government, by R. E. OwEN, Government Printer.—1952



