
RESIDENT MAGISTRATES' COURTS'@lldJ/fla;nCe_ 
AMENDMENT ACT. 

[ AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE, AND REPORTED JUNE 30, 1856.] 

IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJ ESTY QUEEN. 
VICTOR[A. . 

Session 4., llo. 
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A BILL to amend An Ordinance to provide for the Establisliment of Resident Title. 

Magistrates' Courts, and to make special provision for tlie administration 
of Justice in certain cases, passed by the General Legislative Council of 
New Zealand, Session 7 No. 16. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make further provision to 
secure the satisfactory administration of J ust1ee in 

Resident Magistrates' Courts in New Zealand, 

B.e it enacted by the General Assembly of New Zealand as 
follows: 
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)' I. And whereas it is now lawful, unde-r and by virtue of an Or
ditlance intituled the " Resident Magistrates Ordinance," Session 7 
No. 16, fo1~ any Resident Magistrate or any two or more Justices of 
the Peace to hear and determine in a summary way any claim or 
demand whatsoever of a eivil nature j;n which neither of the parties 
are of the Native race, and where the debt or damage shall not 
exceed twenty pounds ; and whereas it is expedient tlmt such juris-
diction should be restrict~d, be it further enacted as follovvs : 
It shall not be lawful for any Resident ~fagistrate nor J us-~ Jo · 
tices of the Peace to take cognizance of any · m whic t e n,,~~ 

validity of any devise, bequest, or limitation. under any will or settle
ment may be disputed or for any malicious prosecution, or for any 

Jibel or slander, or wh~n any titl.e to land is in dispute, or {ex~ept in 
cases where either or bo±b of tho fHHties tti1 e ef the :Nati 1@ Rft.68) 
of any action for criminal c~nversation, or for seduction, or breach 
of promise of marriage. 

./, J. It shall not be lawful for any plaintiff to divide any cause of 
action for the purpose of bringing two-or more actions in any Resi
dent Magistrate'·s Court. 

4. . It shall he lawful for every Resident :Magistrate or tl ustice 
of the Peace to issue a summons to any person to appear and give 
evidence before him in any civil action then pending, alfl.d every per
so1-i who shall neglect or refuse to appear as aforesaid, pr who shall 
r efuse to g,ve evidence, sha.11 be liable to a penalty n<ai exceedmg 
t en pounds, or, in default of payment, to be imprisoned for a term 
not exceeding fourteen days . 

.r.. i. In all cases where a bailiff shall have been appointed for 
any Resident Magistrate's Court, all process from the said Court 

shall be served by the bailiff or his assistants when the person upon 
whom the process is to be served shall reside within ~ P&~i.ttl! sf ten 
mi es f16tR tl~Q '9~iril (\nut, and the said bailiff or his assistants shall 
be en itled to receiv~ the fees specified in Schedule A to this Act 
annexed, which fees ehaH he accounted for to the Clerk of the said 
Court, who shall pay over the same in like manner as other fees re
ceived by such Clerk : Provided always, that all such fees shall be 

re aid: Provide f h r that it shall be lawful for the said Re
sitlent Magistrate to refund to the said baili or 1s ass1s ant any 
amount actually expended by .b-im or them in serving such prQess. 
as aforesaid. 

Witne~ses en ti tit d t 0 

expenses. 
6, . Every person who shall be s1nnmoned, and who shall ap

pear as a witness, shall be entitled to an allowance or compensation 
£or expenses and loss of time according to the scale contained in 
Schedule B to this Act annexed. And in any case of nonsuit any 
Resident Magistrat0 or any two Justices of the Peace shall have 
power to award to the defendant such costs as to him or them shall 
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s~em reasonable, and the amount so awnil"ded may be recovered in· 
tlie same manner as if judgment had been given for the ··said.~ 
aimount . ~r l~ This Act shaH be i .. titnlcd the "H esideUt Mag isltates' Short title. 

G sHFh /1.l;Jl8BEl1Jlent Aet, 18a8,'' 8:ft~ ffl&y ae ,'eitied sna ICUIP@ft.' ~ 
·~ ay Utet. titl~ 

8. ~- Qd m°7, ~ ~ d. r aLL ~~.u ~~ ,,~(~ hux;,,. {,_a,/-14 ,h ihw4,f /?H mCvru-<- tin,,~~ t2 d '?.ft' , 

SCHEDULES REFERRED TO .. 

A. 

TABLE OF FEES TO BE PAID FOR SERVING .PROCESS. 

Se rving Summons or Subpcena, if within one mile of.the Court House . 3s. 
For every extra mile (one way) . . , • ls~ · 
F0>r executing Warrant beyond one mile· from the Court House, per l mile 

one way ls. 

B. 

ALJ,OWANCE TO WITNESSES. 

Fo1· every Witness residing within one mile from the Court House, a sum· 
not exceeding • . . ; • I Os. 

For every extrn mile (one way) • ];s~ 
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