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era.8 itT,e ti/pe.]

Hon. Mr. G. F. Ricliardson.
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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Rabbit Nuisance Acts.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand iii
Parliament assembled, and by the autliority of the same, as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The Rabbit Nuisance Act,
1890." It shall be read and construed together with the Rabbit

• Nuisance Acts, as the same are hereinafter defined.
2. In this Act-

" The principal Act " means :' The Rabbit Nuisance Act,
10 1882:"

" The Amendment Act" means " The Rabbit Nuisance Act

1882 Amendment Act, 1886: "
" The Rabbit Nuisance Acts " means the principal Act to-

gether with the Amendment Act and this Act, and all
15 enactments in amendment of such Acts or either of them :

" Rabbit proof fence " means any fence or portion of a fenco
of a description mentioned in Schedule A to " The Fencing
Aet,4884" which is or may be. creeted or converted for tlict
purpose of preventing thc. passage of rabbits by means of

20 palings, or wire netting, reaching to a height of not less than
three feet from the ground, affixed or attached thereto,
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New subsections.

" Rabbit-proof fence " means any fence or portion of a fence
which is or may be created or converted for the purpose
of preventing the passage of rabbits, of any of the descrip-
tions following, that is to say,- 5

(1.) In respect of rabbit-fences purely,-
(a.) A substantial upright paling-fence, not less than

three feet in height from the surface of the ground, and
the palings sunken into the ground not less than six
inches from the surface, with no greater distance between 10
the palings than one inch;

(b.) A post-and-two-rail fence, having split or sawn
timber placed perpendicularly thereon, to a height
not less than three feet in height from the surface of the
ground, and sunken into the ground not less than six 15
inches from the surface and well nailed to both rails,
there being not more than one inch of opening between
each perpendicular piece of timber ; or

(c.) A post-and-rail fence of substantial material,
firmly erected, not less than three feet in height from the 20
ground ; or a substantial wire fence, not less than three
feet from the ground, having four wires tightly stretched,
or three wires and a top rail, in either case with posts of
durable wood or iron, not more than nine feet apart, and
having galvanised-wire netting not larger than one and 25

five-eighths inches in the mesh, firmly attached or
affixed thereto throughout its entire length and height,
and pegged to the ground, or sunken into the ground
not less than six inches from the surface :

(2.) In respect of combination or converted cattle-fences, 30
ineans,--

(d.) Any post-and-rail, or paling, or wire fence or
portion of a fence of the descriptions Nos. 1, 2,3, or 4
mentioned in Schedule A to " The Fencing Act, 1881," to
which is firmly attached or affixed galvanised wire netting 35
not larger than one and live-eighths inches in the mesh,
nor of a wire lighter than number seventeen gauge, to a 
height of not less than three feet from the ground, and
pegged to the ground, or sunken not less than six inches
into the ground ; or, if a paling-fence, where the palings 40
or upright timber are sunken not less thall six inches into
the ground, and the distance between the palings or
upright pieces of timber thereon is reduced to not more
than one inch :

And includes any paling, netting, or other material forming 45
part of such fence, and any nail, staple, wire, or other
fastening or peg attaching such paling, netting, or other
inaterial either to the fence or to the ground.

" Stockowners " means any stockowners who are qualified to
be placed on any stockowners' list mentioned in section 50
ten of the Amendment Act.

3. Every Board of Trustees constituted under the Ainendment
Act shall be and be deemed to have been a body corporate by the
name of" Tile Rabbit Trustees," with perpetual succession and
a common seal, and shall be capable in law to hold real and personal
property, and to cio and suffer all things which bodies corporate may
do and suffer.
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4. Any per. on who may choose to crect any rabbit proof fence 011 tlic. Rabbit-proof fence
to come under

bouitd:tri- between his land ancl any adjoining land, or to convert ally exist Fencing Act,.
ing fence on such boundary into a rabbit proof fence, shall be at liberty to
do Jo ; and such fence wlicn erected or coin-erted shall Every Tabbit-proid

5 fence lieretofore erected by tlte Minister, or an?/ Board of Trustees, or
amy person., eitlier on Crotim la,n,ds or lands belonging to anu loca,I
authority or public body, or private Zands, aild ever# rabbit-
proof fence hereafter to be erected as afol'exa.id, bv the Minister or (tily
Boa,rd of Tnistees, sliall Tespectivelu, toi' tile purposes of tlcis Act,

10 be deemed to be a sufficient fence within the meaning of any
Fencing Act for the time being in force within the district whereiii
such fence is situate, and all the provisions of such Act shall apply
in all respects in relation to the erection of such fence and to the
maintenance thereof, and to the present or future liability of all per-

15 sons to contribute towards the cost of such erection or maintenance.

Maintenance of a rabbit-proof fence shall be deemed to include
all repairs thereof, including repairs of any dainage done to 011(:11
fence by animals of any kind whether wild or not.

5. The Ministers or ally Board of Trustees, or any person e*04- Rabbit-proof fence
20 ing who has erected or nlay erect ally rabbit-proof fence 011 Crown ma,y be erected

across roads, Ac.,
lands, or lands belonging to tiny loc:d :tilthority Or public body, or with swing-gate.5.
private lands, for the purpose of preventing the spread of rabbits, P)·Oviso.

shall be deemed to have, and always to have had, authority to enter
upon any district or county roads traversing the line of any such fence

25 or bounding any such lands, and to continue the construction of such
fence across any snell road, or any bridge on such road, with swing-
gates, but so as not to unnecessarily interfere with public traftic: ;
subject, however. that a board with the words " Public 110:tcl," 11"d

the penalties herein provided for leaving open aizy staing-gate, legibly
30 painted thereon shall be fixed to each side of such gate, and shall at

all times be maintained thereon by the persons erecting snell gate.

New paragraph.
I But no private person shall hereafter erect any such swing-gate
without first obtaining the sanction of the local authority liaving the

35 [control of the road over which it is to be erected.
Every person who, whether using the road or bridge as a high-

way or not, leaves open any swing-gate in a rabbit-proof fence epee, or,
after passing through such gate, does not close it, shall be liable on
summary conviction to & penalty not exceeding jive pounds for every

40 such offence.
Nem el(ruses.

6. Any private person or company who may choose hereafter Erection of abbik-
proof fences into erect any rabbit-proof fence on the boundary between his or future.

their land and any adjoining land, or to convert any existing fence
on such boundary into a rabbit-proof fence, shall be at liberty to do
so; and every such fence where erected or converted shall, subject
to the provisions of section seven, be deemed to be included within
the provisions of section four of this Act.

7. Section four sliall not take effect in any part of the colony, Governor to
except by Order in Council which the Governor inay from time to declare operation

of section fotir.
time issue, on petition in that behalf from a majority of the rate-
payers in Qny county, road district, or other portion of the colony,
praying him to bring the said section into force therein.

5 LU_
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And the Governor, on petition, may at any time or from time
to time alter, vary, or revoke any such Order in Council either in
whole or in part.

Struck out. 5

8. Every person who, after the passing of this Act, without the
written permit of the Inspector in that behalf, catches or attempts
to catch any live rabbits by means of ferrets and nets, or by means of
snares or traps of any kind whatsoever, on any private land or Crown
land, whether or not in his legal possession or occupation, shall be 10
liable for every such offence to be imprisoned with hard labour for
any term not less than oize year iior exceeding tioo years.

9. Every person who destroys, buries, or removes, or causes to
be destroyed, buried, or removed, any r:bbit-skin or dead rabbit from
any Crown lands, or other land not in his legal possession or occupa- 15
tion, is liable, on summary Conviction before a Resident Magistrate
or any two Justices of the Peace, to a penalty not exceeding jiftv
pounds, or to be imprisoned with hard labour for a period not
exceeding one year.

4 8. Every person who destroys, breaks down, injurer, or wdfully 20
desirous or breaks down or 180 #fiures or removes any rabbit-proof
fence or any portion thereof, or cuts, detaches, or removes any
netting forming part tliereof, whetlier set zip oil Crown lands or
private lands, is liable, on summary conviction before any Resident
Mttgistrate or two Justices of the Peace, to be imprisoned with-1*#*41 25
1:11)our for any period not less tlian one year and not exceeding two years
for any period not exceeding twelve months.

A. 9. Every person who sets loose any rabbits, or permits any
ral,bits to be set loose: in any part of the colony, or removes ally
live rabbits from any place to another in the colony and then 30
sets them loose or permits them to be set loose there, or who, not being a
professor of biology specially licensed by the Governor, or a pel'80'71

sliecialtq Ucensed as aforesaid to breed ferrets, is found with live
rabbits in his possession, is liable, on suminary conviction before a
-Resident Magistrate or any two Justices of the Peace, to be im- 35
prisoned with hard laboin· for :iny period not less tlian one year and not
excriding two year:}for any period not exceed,ing 11(,elve month.8.

New clause.

10. Every person who enters upon any land not in his own legal
possession or occupation without the authority of the legal owner or 40
occupier thereof, and lays poison, or removes any rabbits that have
been poisoned, or their skins, from such land, is liable, on summary
conviction before a Resident Magistrate or any two Justices of the
Peace, to a penalty not exceeding twenty-/ire pounds, or to be im-
prisoned for a period not exceeding sim months. 45
4 11. The Governor may offer and pay any sum not exceeding

-fi.fi.lJ pounds as a reward to any person, not being himself the offender,
who shall give such information as may lead to the conviction of any
1}(,rson guilty of an offence under sections 4*rse¥ens-eg eight, nine, or
tell ofthis Act. 50
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16 12. In the infliction of any penalty under sections nine or ten Mitigation of
of the principal Act, or any mitigation of any such penalty, the penalties.
convicting Justices shall take into consideration the *wea pot·tion of
land on which the defendant has failed to destroy the rabbits, and

5 make the penalty to be inflicted proportionate to such epea portion.
It shall be competent to any person who may be fined under

either sections nine or ten of the principal Act to bring evidence,
eithep at the time when such penalty is inflicted, or at :my time not
exceeding one month thereafter, in mitigation of the said penalty ; and

10 the Court or Justices shall hear such evidence at the time when

it is adduced, and may reduce the amount of any such penalty if they
think fit, not being less than the minimum fixed iii the aforesaid
sections respectively.
12:13. The Chief Inspector having jurisdiction within any rabbit Inspector to have

15 district wherein a Board of Trustees is constiti,ted zinder the Amend- charge of adminis-
tration of Act.

ment Act-

(1.) Shall be an ex O#icio member of such Board, but shall not
be capable of being the Chairman of any such Board; and

(2.) Shall have the charge of the administration of the principal
20 Act within such district, and shall sue for all penalties

recoverable under the Rabl,it Nuisance Acts ; and
(3.) Shall, at the request of any ctoelrownci· 01 toriting of tile

Chainitan of the Board of Trustees, or of flve or more
stock·owners in the district who is a.re qualified to be

25 placed on any stockowners' list mentioned in section ten
of the Amendment Act, be compelled to bring the Amend-
ment Act into active operation within such district.

146 14. Every Board of Trustees shall carry out the several fulletions Bord may appoint
overseer and otherimposed upon them under the Amendment Act as effectively as may servants.

30 be, and for such purpose may from time to time appoint and remove
an overseer and such other persons as they think fit, and pay them
such salaries or other emolument as they shall think lit.
14= 15. For the better protection of rabbit-proof fences, Etily Inspector may re-

Inspector, or any person authorised by an Inspector- quire wild pige to be
destroyed.

35 May from time to time, at all reasonable hours, enter upon any
private lands or Crown lands for the purpose of seeing
whether there are wild pigs on such land, and shall have
free right of ingress, egress, and regress into, over, and
across any such lands for such purpose ; and

40 May require the owner or occupier of any lands to destroy
any wild pigs thereon in the same manner as under the
Rabbit Nuisance Acts he may require any owner or
occupier of land to destroy rabbits thereon, and subject
to the penalties in case of failing so to do.

45 For the purposes aforesaid all provisions of the _Rabbit Nuisance
Acts shall be read, mutatis mutandis, as if the words " wild pig "
or " wild pigs " had been inserted in lien of the word  rabbit " or
" rabbits " wherever these words occur in any section of such Acts,
or either of them.

2
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1.5: 16. The principal Act is hereby nmended as follows :-
(1.) In section nine the words " or having so commenced " shall

be substituted for the words " and having so com-
menced; "

(2.) In section fifteen the words " after the receipt of such cer- 5
tificate " shall be substituted for the words K after the
receipt of such notice "

(3.) Section thirty-tbree is hereby repealed.
14 17. The Amendment Act is hereby amended as follows :-

(1.) Section live is hereby repealed ; 10
(2.) In section six all the words of the second paragraph coin-

mencing with the words " It shall be competent " are
hereby repealed;

(3.) In section eight, after the word " stockowners therein,"
there shall be inserted the words "who are qualified to be 15
placed on the stockowners' list mentioned in section
thirteen . '7

(4.) Sections eighteen and twenty-two are hereby repealed;
(5.) In section twenty-one the word " lands " include private

lands and Crown lands, as the same are respectively 20
defined in the principal Act ;

14 18. Section thirteen of " The Public Works Acts Amendment
Act, 1889," is hereby repealed.

By Authority: GEORGIE DIDSRURY, Government Printer.-Wellington, 1890.


