SOCIAL SECURITY AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 4)

EXPLANATORY NOTE
Clause 1 relates to the Short Title.

PART 1

MONETARY BENEFITS

Clause 2 amends section 36 of the principal Act, which relates to the
payment of family benefits for a year in advance.

At present, an advance payment may be made fin respect of a child who
has commenced his first year of post-primary education.

The amendment provides that an advance payment may also be made in
respect of a child who has commenced his first year of education in an inter-
mediate school, intermediate department, or composite school. Such a pay-
ment may be made only once in respect of the same child.

Clause 3 increases the rates of mothers’ allowances payable in conjunction
with widows’ benefits, and of family maintenance allowances, on and after
8 July 1970.

Mothers’ allowances are increased by $1 a week for the first or only
dependent child, and 50c a week for each additional dependent child.

Family maintenance allowances payable to unmarried persons are increased
by $1 a week for the first or only dependent child, and 50c a week for
each additional dependent child.

Family maintenance allowances payable to married persons. Prior to 8
July 1970, no allowance was paid in respect of a first or only dependent child.
An allowance of $1 a week is payable on and after that date. The allowance
for a second dependent child is increased by 75¢ a week, and for dependent
children after the second by 50c a week on and after that date. Thus family
maintenance allowances payable to married persons during the period 8
July 1970 to 1 September 1970 were $1 a week for the first or only dependent
child, and $1.50 a week for each additional dependent child.

Clause 4 increases the rate of certain monetary benefits on and after
2 September 1970.

The rates of superannuation, age, widows’, invalids’, miners’, orphans’,
sickness, unemployment, and related emergency benefits, are increased by $1 a
week in respect of unmarried persons and, where applicable, $2 a week in
respect of married persons.
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Mothers’ allowances payable in conjunction with widows’ benefits are
increased by $1 a week in respect of the first or only dependent child.

Family maintenance allowances payable in conjunction with age, invalids’,
sickness, unemployment, and emergency benefits are increased by $1 a week
in respect of the first or only dependent child.

Where a disabled person is in receipt of a social security benefit and
a rehabilitation allowance, the maximum amount that may be received from
all sources by the disabled person and his or her spouse (if any) s increased
by $3 a week in respect of an unmarried person and $4 a week in respect
of a married person.

In addition, this clause increases allowable incomes as follows:

In respect of women, with a dependent child or children, receiving widows’
benefits, the allowable income is increased by $2 a week to $17 a week.

In other cases, where the allowable income is $11 a week, the allowable
income is increased by $2 a week to $13 a week.

Nore—The new Fifth, Tenth, and Twelfth Schedules to the principal Act
set out in the Second Schedule to the Bill are unchanged. They
are being re-enacted so that all of the Schedules will appear in
one Act.

PART II

MEebicaL. AND HosprraL BENEFITS AND OTHER RELATED BENEFITS

Clause 5 amends section 97 of the principal Act relating to specialist
medical services.

At present, before recognising any medical practitioner as a specialist, the
Minister of Health must refer the application to the Council of the Medical
Association of New Zealand for a report and recommendation.

The amendment provides for the Minister to refer every application to such
persons or organisations practising medicine or involved with the practice of
medicine as he thinks fit.

Clause 6 amends section 113 of the principal Act relating to specialists in
relation to maternity benefits.

The amendment is the same as in clause 5.

Clause 7 amends section 123 of the principal Act which relates to the
making of regulations.

The amendment provides that regulations made in respect of services or
benefits may come into force retrospectively.




Hon. Mr McKay

SOCIAL SECURITY AMENDMENT (NO. 4)

ANALYSIS

Title
1. Short Title

PART I

MoNETARY BENEFITS
2. Family benefit may be paid for year
in advance
3. Increasing rates of mother’s allow-
ance and family maintenance
allowance in respect of period 8
July 1970 to 1 September 1970

4. Increasing rates of benefits on and
after 2 September 1970

PART II

MepicaL aAND HoSPITAL BENEFITS AND
OtHeER RELATED BENEFITS
5. Specialist medical services
6. Specialists in relation to maternity
benefits
7. Regulations
Schedules

A BILL INTITULED
An Act to amend the Social Security Act 1964

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,

5 as follows:

1. Short Title—This Act may be cited as the Social Security
Amendment Act (No. 4) 1970, and shall be read together
with and deemed part of the Social Security Act 1964*
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act).

%1964, No. 136

Amendments: 1966, No. 85; 1967, No. 4; 1968, No. 44; 1969, No. 46; 1970,

No. 9
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2 Social Security Amendment (No. 4)
PART 1

MoNETARY BENEFITS

2. Family benefit may be paid for year in advance—
(1) Section 36 of the principal Act is hereby amended by
repealing paragraph (b) of subsection (1), and substituting
the following paragraph:

“(b) A child who has commenced his first year of secondary

education within the meaning of the Education
Act 1964 or his first year of education in an inter-
mediate school, intermediate department, or com-
posite school within the meaning of that Act,
provided that application for the payment is made
within three months after the date on which the
child commenced such education.”

(2) The said section 36 is hereby further amended by
adding the following subsection:

“(3) A lump sum payment shall not be made under para-
graph (b) of subsection (1) of this section more than once
in respect of the same child.”

3. Increasing rates of mother’s allowance and family main-
tenance allowance in respect of period 8 July 1970 to 1 Sep-
tember 1970—(1) In respect of the period commencing on
the 8th day of July 1970 and ending with the Ist day of
September 1970, the principal Act shall have effect as if the
Third and Fourteenth Schedules thereto (as substituted by
section 3 (1) of the Social Security Amendment Act 1970)
had been amended in the manner indicated in the First
Schedule to this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 80 of the
principal Act, every family maintenance allowance granted
under section 61a of the principal Act to a married bene-
ficiary with one dependent child shall be deemed to have
commenced on the 8th day of July 1970 or on the date on
which the beneficiary became qualified to receive it, which-
ever is the later, if the application for the allowance was
made on or before the 7th day of October 1970.

(3) This section and the First Schedule to this Act shall be
deemed to have come into force on the 8th day of July 1970.

4. Increasing rates of benefits on and after 2 September
1970—(1) The principal Act is hereby further amended by
repealing the First to Tenth, Twelfth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Schedules (as substituted by section 3 (1) of the
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Social Security Amendment (No. 4) 3

Social Security Amendment Act 1970), and substituting the
First to Tenth, Twelfth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Schedules
set out in the Second Schedule to this Act.

(2) Section 3 of the Social Security Amendment Act 1970
and the Schedule to that Act are hereby repealed.

(3) This section and the Second Schedule to this Act shall
be deemed to have come into force on the 2nd day of Sep-
tember 1970.

PART II

MeEepicaL AND HosprtaL BENEFITS AND OTHER RELATED
BENEFITS

5. Specialist medical services— (1) Section 97 of the prin-
cipal Act (as substituted by section 14 of the Social Security
Amendment Act 1969) is hereby amended by repealing sub-
section (2), and substituting the following subsection:

“(2) Before recognising any medical practitioner as a
specialist for the purposes of this section, the Minister shall
refer the application for such recognition to such persons or
organisations practising medicine or involved with the
practice of medicine as he thinks fit for reports and recom-
mendations; and the Minister shall take any such reports and
recommendations into account before granting or refusing
the application.”

(2) Section 9 of the Social Security Amendment Act 1967
is hereby repealed.

6. Specialists in relation to maternity benefits—(1) Section
113 of the principal Act is hereby amended by repealing sub-
section (2), and substituting the following subsection:

“(2) Before recognising any medical practitioner as a
specialist for the purposes of this section, the Minister shall
refer the application for such recognition to such persons or
organisations practising medicine or involved with the
practice of medicine as he thinks fit for reports and recom-
mendations; and the Minister shall take any such reports and
recommendations into account before granting or refusing
the application.”

(2) Section 12 of the Social Security Amendment Act 1967
is hereby consequentially repealed.

(3) Section 17 of the Social Security Amendment Act 1969
is hereby consequentially amended by repealing paragraph
(a) of subsection (2).



4 Social Security Amendment (No. 4)

7. Regulations—Section 123 of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding the following subsection:

“(2) Any regulations made under section 116 of this Act
or subsection (1) of this section may, so far as they relate to
services or benefits, apply in respect of services rendered or
benefits provided on or after such date as may be specified
in the regulations, which may be a date before or after or the
same as the date on which the regulations are made.”
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Section 3 (1) SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE

AMENDMENTS TOo PriNcIPAL Acr INCrREASING RATES oF MoTmER’S
ALLOWANCE AND FamMiLy MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE IN RESPECT OF
Perrop 8 Jury 1970 1o 1 SEPTEMBER 1970

Schedule Amended Amendment
Third Schedule ... By omitting from clause 3 (a) the expression
“§530”, and substituting the expression
(11 5 2”.

By omitting from clause 3 (b) the expression
“352”, and substituting the expression
<€ 789’.

Fourteenth Schedule ... By omitting from clause 1 (a) (i) the
expression “$520”, and substituting the
expression “$572”.

By omitting from clause 1 (a) (ii) the
expression “$52”, and substituting the
expression “$78”.

By omitting from clause 1 (b) (i) the word
“second”, and substituting the words “first
or only”.

By omitting from clause 1 (b) (i) the
expression “$39”, and substituting the
expression “$52”.

By omitting from clause 1 (b} (ii) the word
“second”, and substituting the word
“ﬁrs‘t”.

By omitting from clause 1 (b) (ii) the
expression “$52”, and substituting the
expression “$78”.

By omitting from clause 2 (a) (i) the
expression “$10”, and substituting the
expression “$117.

By omitting from clause 2 (a) (ii) the
expression “$1”, and substituting the
expression “$1.50”.

By omitting from clause 2 (b) (i) the word
“second”, and substituting the words
“first or only”.

By omitting from clause 2 (b) (i) the
expression “75¢”, and substituting the
expression “$1”.

By omitting from clause 2 (b) (ii) the word
“second”, and substituting the word
“first”,

By omitting from clause 2 (b) (ii) the
expression “$1”, and substituting the
expression “$1.50”.

p——



6 Social Security Amendment (No. 4)

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 4 (1)

New Fmrst to TENTH, TWELFTH, FOURTEENTH, AND FIFTEENTH
SceEDULES TO PrINCIPAL AcCT

(Effective on and after 2 September 1970)

“FIRST SCHEDULE Section 15

RATES OF SUPERANNUATION BENEFITS

1.In every case ... .. o $702 a year.

2. The rate specified in clause 1 of this Schedule may, in the discretion
of the Commission, be increased by $65 a year in any case where
the beneficiary is an unmarried person:

Provided that the Commission may refuse to increase any benefit
under this clause in any case where, in the opinion of the Com-
mission, the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any
other person.

“SECOND SCHEDULE

RatEs oF Ace BENEFITS

Sections 18, 19, 20

1. (a) To any unmarried bene-
ficiary

$767 a year diminished by $2 for every
complete $2 of the annual income
of the beneficiary in excess of $676
a year.

$702 a year, diminished by $1 for every
complete $2 of the total annual
income of the beneficiary and his or
her spouse in excess of $676 a year.

(b) To a married bene-
ficiary whose wife or
husband is granted
an age benefit or in-
valid’s benefit in her
or his own right

(c) To a married male
beneficiary whose
wife is not granted a
benefit in her own
right

(d) To any other married
beneficiary

$702 a year, increased by $702 a year

in respect of his wife, the total rate
to be diminished by $2 for every
complete $2 of the total annual
income of the beneficiary and his
wife in excess of $676 a year.

$702 a year, diminished by $2 for

every complete $2 of the total
annual income of the beneficiary
and the spouse of the beneficiary,
including the amount of any benefit
under Part I of this Act (other than
an increase of benefit under section
69) granted to the spouse of the
beneficiary, in excess of $1,378 a
year:
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SECOND SCHEDULE—continued

“SECOND SCHEDULE-—continued

Provided that the rate specified in paragraph (a) of this clause may,
in the discretion of the Commission, be reduced by an amount not
exceeding $65 a year in any case where the Commission is satisfied that
the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any other person:

Provided also that in computing for the purposes of this clause the
income of any totally blind person the Commission shall take no
account of the personal earnings of that person:

Provided further that in any case where a beneficiary is totally blind,
the rate of the age benefit, together with any benefits and allowances
payable to or in respect of the wife or husband of the beneficiary, shall
not be less than the aggregate rate of the benefits and allowances that
would have been payable to or in respect of the beneficiary and his or
her spouse if the beneficiary had been eligible for an invalid’s benefit.

2. Special income exemption $13 a year in respect of each year of
where application for age deferment.
benefit deferred
3. Additional age benefit for $52 a year.
South African war veter-
ans, in every case

Sections 21, 24 “THIRD SCHEDULE
RaTes or Winows’ BENEFITS

1.To a beneficiary without $767 a year, diminished by $2 for
dependent children every complete $2 of the annual
income of the beneficiary in excess
of $676 a year.
2. To a beneficiary with one or  $767 a year, increased in the discre-
more dependent children tion of the Commission, by a
mother’s allowance not exceeding
the appropriate rate specified in
clause 3 of this Schedule, and
diminished by $2 for every complete
$2 of the annual income of the bene-
ficiary in excess of $884 a year.
3. Additional mother’s allow-
ance to a beneficiary—
(a) On account of first $624 a year.
or only dependent child
(b) On account of each  $78 a year.
additional dependent
child after the first

4. The rates specified in clauses 1 and 2 of this Schedule may, in the
discretion of the Commission, be reduced by an amount not
exceeding $65 a year in any case where the Commission is satisfied
that the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any other
person.
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SECOND SCHEDULFE—continued

“FOURTH SCHEDULE

Section 29

Maxmmum RaTes orF OrpHANS’ BENEFITS

In every case e

“FIFTH SCHEDULE

$429 a year, diminished by $2 for
every complete $2 of the annual
income of the orphan in excess of
$104 a vyear.

Section 34

RaTes or FamMiLy BENEFITS

In respect of each child ..

“SIXTH SCHEDULE

$1.50 a week.

Sections 42, 43

RatEs oF INvaLps’ BeENEFITS

1. (a) To an unmarried bene-
ficiary under the age
of 20 years

(b) To any other unmarried
beneficiary

(¢) To a married beneficiary
whose wife or hus-
band is granted an
age benefit or inva-
lid’s benefit in her or
his own right

“(d) To a married male

- beneficiary ~ whose
wife is not granted a
benefit in her own
right

(e) To any other married
beneficiary

$663 a year, diminished by $2 for
every complete $2 of the annual
income of the beneficiary in excess

" of $676 a year.

$767 a vyear, diminished by $2 for
every complete $2 of the annual
income of the beneficiary in excess
of $676 a year.

$702 a vyear, diminished by $1 for
every complete $2 of the total
annual income of the beneficiary and
his or her spouse in excess of $676
a year.

$702 a year, increased by $702 a year
in respect of his wife, the total rate
to be diminished by $2 for every
complete $2 of the total annual in-
come of the beneficiary and his wife
in excess of $676 a year.

$702 a year, diminished by $2 for
every complete $2 of the total annual
income of the beneficiary and the
spouse of the beneficiary, including
the amount of any benefit under
Part I of this Act (other than an
increase under section 69 of this
Act) granted to the spouse of the
beneficiary, in excess of $1,378 a
year:
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SECOND SCHEDULE—continued
“SIXTH SCHEDULE—continued

Provided that the rates specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
clause may, in the discretion of the Commission, be reduced by an
amount not exceeding $65 a year in any case where the Commission is
satisfied that the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any
other person:

Provided also that in computing for the purposes of this clause the
income of any totally blind person, the Commission shall take no
account of the personal earnings of that person.

2. Maximum amount from all $1,690 a year, increased, in the dis-

sources where subsidy cretion of the Commission, by $65
paid on earnings of blind a year where the beneficiary is an
invalid, in every case unmarried person.

Sections 49, 53 “SEVENTH SCHEDULE

RATES oF MINERS’ BENEFITS AND MinERs’ Winows® BENEFITS

. (a) To a married miner ... $702 a year, increased by $702 a year
in respect of his wife.
(b) In any other case ... $767 a year.
2. To a miner’s widow .. $702 a year.

3. The rates specified in paragraph (b) of clause 1, and clause 2, of this
Schedule may, in the discretion of the Commission, be reduced by
an amount not exceeding $65 a year in any case where the Com-
mission is satisfied that the beneficiary is sharing household
expenses with any other person.
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SECOND SCHEDULE—-continued

“EIGHTH SCHEDULE

Section 55 -

Rates or SickNEss BENEFITS

1. (a) To an unmarried bene-
ficiary under the age
of 20 years without
dependants

(b) To any other un-
married beneficiary

(c) To a married male

beneficiary

(d) To a married female
beneficiary

$11.75 a week, diminished by 10c for

every complete 10c of the weekly
income of the beneficiary in excess
of $13 a week.

$14.75 a week, diminished by 10c for

every complete 10c of the weekly
income of the beneficiary in excess
of $13 a week.

$13.50 a week, increased by $13.50 a

week in respect of his wife, the total
rate to be diminished by 10c for
every complete 10c of the total
weekly income of the beneficiary and
his wife in excess of $13 a week.

$13.50 a week, diminished by 10c for

every complete 10c of the total
weekly income of the beneficiary
and her husband (including the
amount of any benefit under Part I
of this Act received by the husband)
in excess of $26.50 a week.

Provided that the rates specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
clause may, in the discretion of the Commission, be reduced by an
amount not exceeding $1.25 a week in any case where the Commission
is satisfied that the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any

other person.

2. Maximum increase in re-
spect of a housekeeper

$12.25 a week.
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SECOND SCHEDULE—continued
Section: 59 “NINTH SCHEDULE

Maxmum RATES oF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
l. (a) To an unmarried bene- $11.75 a week.
ficiary under the age
of 20 years without

dependants
(b) To any other unmarried $14.75 a week.
beneficiary
(¢) To a married male $13.50 a week, increased by $13.50 a
beneficiary week in respect of his wife.
(d) To a married female $13.50 a week:
beneficiary

Provided that the rates specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
clause may, in the discretion of the Commission, be reduced by an
amount not exceeding $1.25 a week in any case where the Commission
is satisfied that the beneficiary is sharing household expenses with any
other person.

2. Maximum increase in re- $12.25 a week.
spect of housekeeper

Section 66 “TENTH SCHEDULE

SpeciaL INcoME ExemprioN IN Respect oF Sick BENEFITs From
FrienoLy or Like SocieTy (Ack, INvaLms’, Wmows’, AND SICKNESS
BeNEFITs ONLY)

Maximum rate .. .. $2 a week in the case of a sickness
benefit, and $104 a year in any
other case.

Section 69 “TWELFTH SCHEDULE

MaxiMmuM INCREASE IN RATE oF BENEFIT PAYABLE To PARENT OF
DeceaseD MEMBER OF FORCES OR MERCANTILE MARINE

Maximum rate ... . $1 a week.
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SECOND SCHEDULE—continued
“FOURTEENTH SCHEDULE Section 61a

MaxiMmuM RaTeEs oF FAMILY MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCES

1. To any person receiving an
emergency benefit payable
otherwise than by weekly
instalments, or an age or
invalid’s benefit—
(a) At the rate payable
to an unmarried bene-
ficiary—
(i) On account of first $624 a year.
or only depend-
ent child
(ii) On account of each  $78 a year.
additional  de-
pendent  child
after the first
(b) At the rate payable
to a married beneficiary—
(i) On  account of $104 a year.
first or only de-
pendent child v
(ii) On account of each  $78 a year.
additional  de-
pendent  child
after the first
2.To any person receiving an
emergency benefit payable
by weekly instalments, or
a sickness or unemploy-
ment benefit—
(a) At the rate payable
to an unmarried bene-
ficiary—
(i) On account of first $12 a week.
or only depend-
ent child
(ii) On account of each ~ $1.50 a week.
additional  de-
pendent  child
after the first
(b) At the rate payable
to a married beneficiary—
(i) On  account of $2 a week.
‘ first or only de-
- ‘pendent child
(ii) On account of each  $1.50 a week.
additional  de-
pendent  child
after the first
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SECOND SCHEDULE—continued
Section 124 (4) “FIFTEENTH SCHEDULE

MaxiMUuM RATES OF REHABILITATION ALLOWANCES

1. (a) To any unmarried dis- $6 a week.
abled person under
the age of 20 years,
without dependants
(b) To any other disabled $8 a week.
person
2.If a disabled person is in
receipt of a benefit under
Part I of this Act or if his
or her spouse (if any) is
in receipt of such a
benefit, the maximum
amount that may be
received by the disabled
person and his or her
spouse (if any) from all
sources (including a re-
habilitation allowance
and any such benefit)
shall not exceed—
(a) In the case of any  $25.75 a week.
unmarried disabled person
under the age of 20 years,
without dependants
(b) In the case of any $97.75 a week.
other unmarried disabled
person
(c) In the case of a $40 a week.
married disabled person

Provided that the amounts specified in this clause may be increased
by the amount of any mother’s allowance or family maintenance allow-
ance being paid to the disabled person.”
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