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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to approve the Acceptance of the Constitution Title.
of the Food and Agrieulture Organization of the
United Nations, and to make the Appropriate

5 Financial Provision.

WHEREAS the United Nations Interim Commission on Preamble.

Food and Agriculture has in a report dated the first
day of August, nineteen hundred and forty-four, reeom-
mended for the approval of its constituent Governments

10 the Constitution of the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (a copy of which is set out
in the Schedule to this Act) : And whereas the Constitu-
tion is open for acceptance by the nations specified in
Annex I thereof, ineluding New Zealand, and will come

15 into force upon being signed on behalf of not less than
twenty of the said nations that have notified their
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acceptance of the Constitution: And whereas it is desir-
able that the acceptance of the Constitution by New
Zealand should be approved by Parliament, and that
appropriate financial provision should be made for the
purpose of meeting the obligations of New Zealand 5
under the Constitution when it comes into force:

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly
of New Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Aet may be cited as the United Nations 10
Food and Agriculture Organization Act, 1944.

2. The acceptance by New Zealand of the Constitu-
tion of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
IInited Nations is hereby approved.

3. There shall be paid out of the War Expenses 15
Account, without further appropriation than this Act,
such amounts (not exceeding twenty-five thousand
pounds in any financial year) as may from time to time
be directed by the Minister of Finance for the contri-
butions to be made by New Zealand in accordance with 20
Articles XVIII and XXV of the Constitution when it

comes into foree.

SCHEDULE

CONSTITUTION OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

PREAMBLE

THE Nations accepting this Constitution, being determined to
promote the common welfare by furthering separate and
collective action on their part for the purposes of-

Raising levels of nutrition and standards of living of
the peoples under their respective jurisdictions:

Securing improvements in the efficiency of the
production and distribution of all food and
agricultural products:

Bettering the condition of rural populations:
And thus eontributing toward an expanding world

economy,-

hereby establish the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations ( hereinafter referred to as the " Organiza-
tion"), through which the Members will report to one another
on the measures taken and the progress achieved in the fields
of action set forth above,
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«trticle I.-Functions of the Orga#ization

1. The Orga.nization shall collect, analyse, interpret, and
disseminate . information relating to nutrition, food, and
agriculture.

2. The Organization shall promote and, where appropriate,
shall recommend national and international action with

respeet to-
(a) Scientific, technological, social, and economic research

relating to nutrition, food, and agriculture :
(b) The improvement of education and administration

relating to nutrition, food, and agriculture, and the
spread of publie knowledge of nutritional and
agricultural science and practice :

(c) The conservation of natural resources and the adoption
of improved methods of agricultural production:

(d) The improvement of the processing, marketing, and
distribution of food and agricultural produets:

(e) The adoption of policies for the provision of adequate
agrieultural credit, national and international:

(f) The adoption of international policies with respeet to
agricultural commodity arrangements.

3. It shall also be the function of the Organization-
(a) To furnish such teehnieal assistance as Governments

may request;
(b) To organize, in eo-operation with the Governments

concerned, such missions as may be needed to assist
them to fulfil the obligations arising from their
aeeeptanee of the recommendations of the United
Nations Conference on Food and Agrieulture; and

(c) Generally to take all necessary and appropriate action
to implement the purposes of the Organization as
set forth in the preamble.

Article II.-Membership

1. The Original Members of the Organization shall be sueh •
of the nations specified in Annex I as accept this Consttution
iii accordance with the provisions of Article XXI.

2. Additional Members may be admitted to the Organiza-
tion by a vote coneurred in by a two-thirds majority of all
the members of the Conference and upon acceptance of this
Constitution as in force at the time of admission.

Article III.-The Comference
1. There shall be a Conference of the Organization in

which each Member nation shall be represented by one member.
2. Each Member nation may appoint an alternate,

associates, and advisers to its member of the Conferenee.
The Conference may make rules eoneerning the participation
of alternates, associates, and advisers in its proceedings, but



4 TY#ited N(LtiOns Food and Agricultuk
Organization

any such partieipation shall be without the right to vote
except in the case of an alternate or associate participating
in the plaee of a member.

3. No member of the Conference may represent more than
one Member nation.

4. Each Member nation shall have only one vote.
5. The Conference may invite any public international

organization which has responsibilities related to those of the
Organization to appoint a representative, who shall participate
in its meetings on the conditions prescribed by the Conference.
No sueh representative shall have the right to vote.

6. The Conference shall meet at least oneo in every year.
7. The Conferenee shall elect its own officers, regulate its

own procedure, and make rules governing the convoeation of
sessions and the determination of agenda.

8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Con-
stitution or by rules made by the Conference, all matters
shall be decided by the Conference by a simple majority of the
votes east.

irticle IV.-Fti*ctions of the Conference

1. The Conference shall determine the policy and approve
the budget of the Organization and shall exercise the other
powers conferred upon it by this Constitution.

2. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the
votes east make recommendations eoneerning questions relating
to food and agrieulture to be submitted to Member nations for
consideration with a view to implementation by national action.

3. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the
votes east submit eonventions concerning questions relating to
food and agriculture to Member nations for consideration with
a vi ew to their acceptance by the appropriate constitutional
procedure.

4. The Conference shall make rules laying down the
proeedure to be followed to secure-

(a) Proper consultation with Governments and adequate
technical preparation prior to consideration by the
Conference of proposed recommendations and

conventions; and
( b) Proper eonsultation with Governments in regard to

relations between the Organization and national
institutions or privafe persons.

5. The Conferenee may make recommendations to any public
international organization regarding any matter pertaining to
the purpose of the Organization.

6. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the
votes east agree to discharge any other functions consistent
with the purposes of the Organization which may be assigned
to it by Governments or provided for by any arrangement
between the Organization and any other publie international
organization. .
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Article V.-The Eze'cutive Committee

1. The Conference shall appoint an Exeeutive Committee
consisting of not less than nine or more than fifteen members
or alternate or assoeiate members of the Conference or their
advisers who are qualified hy administrative experience or other
speeial qualifications to eontribute to the atta.inment of the
purpose of the Organization. There shall be not more than
one member from any Member nation. The tenure and other
conditions of office of the members of the Executive Committee
shall be subjeet to rules to be made by the Conferenee.

2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article,
the Conference shall have regard in appointing the Executive
Committee to the desirability that its membership should
refleet as varied as possible an experience of different types
of economy in relation to food and agriculture.

3. The Conference may delegate to the Executive Committee
such powers as it may determine, with the exception of the
powers set forth in paragraph 2 of Article II, Article IV,
paragraph 1 of Article VII, Article XIII, and Artiele XX of
this Constitution.

4. The members of the Executive Committee shall exereise

the powers delegated to them by the Conference on behalf of
the whole Conference and not as representatives of their
respective Governments.

5. The Executive Committee shall appoint its own officers
and, subject to any decisions of the Conference, shall regulate
its own procedure.

Article VI.-Other COmmittees and Coliferences

1. The Conference may establish technical and regional
standing committees and may appoint committees to study and
report on any matter pertaining to the purpose of the
Organization.

2. The Conferenee may convene general, teehnieal, regional,
or other special eonferenees and may provide for the repre-
sentation at such eonferenees, in sueh manner as it may
determine, of national and international bodies eoneerned with
nutrition, food, and agriculture.

Article VII.-The Director-General

1. There shall be a Director-General of the Organization,
who shall be appointed by the Conference by sueh procedure
and on such terms as it may determine.

2. Subjeet to the general supervision of the Conferenee and
its Exeeutive Committee, the Director-General shall have full
power and authority to direct the work of the Organization.

3. The Director-General or a representative designated by
him shall participate, Without the right to vote, in all meetings
of the Conference and of its Executive Committee and shall
formulate for consideration by the Conference and the
Exeeutive Committee proposals for appropriate aetion in
regard to matters coming before them.



6 Untted Nations Food and Agricuiture
Organization

Article VITI.-Staff

1. The staff of the Organization shall he appointed by the
Director-General in accordance with such procedure as may
he determined by rules made by the Conference.

2. The staff of the Organization shall be responsible to the
Director-General. Their responsibilities shall be exclusively
international in eharaeter and they shall not seek or receive
instruetions in regard to the discharge thereof from any
authority external to the Organization. The Member nations
undertake fully to respeet the intertrational eharaeter of the
responsibilities of the staff and not to seek t.o influence any
of their nationals in the discharge of such responsibilities.

3. 'In appointing the staff the Director-General shall, subject
to the paramount importanee of securing the highest standards
of efficieney and of technical competence, pay due regard to
the importance of selecting personnel recruited on as wide a
geographical basis as is possible.

4. Each Member nation undertakes, in so far as it may
be possible under its constitutional procedure, to accord to the
Director-General and senior staff diplomatic privileges and
immunities and to aeeord to other members of the staff all

facilities and immunities aeeorded to nor[-diplomatie personnel
attached to diplomatic missions, or, alternatively, to accord
to such other members of the staff the immunities and facilities
which may hereafter be aeeorded to equivalent members of the
staffs of other public international organizations.

Article IX.-Seat

shall be determined by theThe seat of the Organization
Conference.

Artide X.-Region,al and Liaison Oflices

1. There shall be such regional offices as the Director-
General with the approval of the Conference may decide.

2. The Director-General may appoint officials for liaison
with particular countries or areas subject to the agreement
of the Government eoneerned.

Article XI.-Reports by Members

1. Each Member nation shall communicate periodieally to
the Organization report on the progress made toward
aehieving the purpose of the Organization set forth in the
preamble and on the aetion taken on the basis of
recommendations made and conventions submitted by the
Conferenee.

2. These reports shall be made at sueh times and in such
form and shall contain such partieulars as the Conference may
request.
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3. The Director-General shall submit these reports, together
with analyses thereof, to the Conference and shall publish
such reports and analyses as may be approved for publication
by the Conference together with any reports relating thereto
adopted by the Conference.

4. The Director-General may request any Member nation
to submit information relating to the purpose of the
()rganization.

5. Eaeh Member nation shall, on request, communicate to
the Organization, on publication, all laws and regulations and
official reports and statistics coneerning nutrition, food, and
agri eulture.

Artide XII.-Co-operation with» other Organizations

1. In order to provide for close co-operation between the
Organization and other public international organizations with
related responsibilities, the Conference may, subject to the
provisions of Article XIII, enter into agreements with the
competent authorities of such organizati ons defining the
distribution of responsibilities and methods of co-operation.

2. The Director-General may, subject to any decisions of
the Conference, enter into agreements with other public inter-
national organizations for the maintenance of common services,
for common arrangements in regard to recruitment, training,
conditions of service, and other related matters, and for
interehanges of staff.

Articte XIII.-Relabion to any Ge#eral Wortd Organization,

1. The Orgairization shall, in accordance with the pro-
eedure provided for in the following paragraph, eonstitute
a part of any general international organization to whieh may
be entrusted the eo-ordination of the activities of international

organizations with specialized responsibilities.
2. Arrangements for defining the relations between the

Organization and any such general organization shall be
subject to the approval of the Conference. Notwithstanding
the. provisions of Article XX, such arrangements may, if
approved by the Conference by a two-thirds majority of the
votes east, involve modification of the provisions of this
Constitution :

Provided that no such arrangements shall modify the
purposes and limitations of the Organization as set forth in
this Constitution.

Arbicle XIV.-Superuisioa of otlier Orgmvizations

The Conferenee may approve arrangements plaeing other
public international organizations dealing with questions
relating to food and agriculture under the general authority
of the Organization on sueh terms as may be agreed with the
eompetent authorities of the organizations eoneerned.
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Article XV.-Legal Sta:tus

1. The Organization shall have the capacity of a legal
person to perform any legal aet appropriate to its purpose
which is not beyond the powers granted to it by this
Constitution.

2. Each Member nation undertakes, in so far as it may be
possible linder its constitutional procedure, to accord to the
Organization all the immunities and faeilities whieh it accords
to diplomatic missions, including inviolability of premises and
archives, immunity from suit, and exemptions from taxation.

3. The Conferenee shall make provision for the determina-
tion by an administrative tribunal of disputes relating to the
eonditions and terms of appointment of members of the staff.

Article XVI.-F{sk amd Forest Products

In this Constitution the term " a.grieulture " and its deri-
vatives include fisheries, marine products, forestry, and
primary forestry products.

Article XVII.-Interpretation of Constitutio#

Any question or dispute eoneerning the interpretation of
this Constitution or any international convention adopted there-
under shall be referred for determination to an appropriate
international Court or arbitral tribunal in the manner

preseribed by rules to be adopted by the Conference.

Articles XVITI.-Expenses

1. Subject to the provisions of Article XXV, the Direetor-
General shall submit to the Conference an annual budget
covering the anticipated expenses of the Organization. Upon
approval of a budget the total amount approved shall be
alloeated among the Member nations in proportions deter-
mined, from time to time, by the Conferenee. Each Member
nation undertakes, subject to the requirements of its con-
stitutional proeedure, to contribute to the Organization
promptly its share of the expenses so determined.

2. Each Member nation shall, upon its acceptance of this
Constitution, pay as its first contribution its proportion of the
annual budget for the current finaneial year.

3. The fmaneial year of the Organization shall be 1st July
to 30th June, unless the Conference should otherwise determine.

Article XIX.-Withdrawal

Any Member nation may give notice of withdrawal from
the Organization at any time after the expiration of four
years from the date of its acceptance of this Constitution,
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Such notiee shall take effect one year after the date of its
communication to the Director-General of the Organization
subject to the Member nation's having at that time paid its
annual contribution for each year of its membership including
the financial year following the date of such notiee.

Artide XX.-«imendment of Constitittion

1. Amendments to this Constitution involving new obligar
lions for Member nations shall require the approval of the
Conference by a vote eoneurred in by a two-thirds majority
of all the members of the Conference and shall take effeet

on aeeeptanee by two-thirds of the Member nations for each
Member nation accepting the amendment and thereafter for
each remaining 1\Tember nation on acceptance by it.

2. Other amendments shall take effect on adoption by the
Conference by a vote coneurred in by a two-thirds majority
of all the members of the Conference.

irtide XXI.-Entry into Force of Constitution

1. This Constitution shall be open to acceptance by the
nations specified in Annex I.

2. The instruments of aeeeptanee shall be transmitted by
eaeh Government to the United Nations Interim Commission

on Food and Agriculture, which shall notify their receipt to
the Governments of the nations specified in Annex I. Aeeept-
alice may be notified to the Interim Commission through a
diplomatic representative, in which ease the instrument of
acceptance must be transmitted to the Commission as soon as
possible thereafter.

3. Upon the receipt by the Interim Commission of twenty
notifications of acceptance the Interim Commission shall
arrange for this Constitution to be signed in a single copy
by the diplomatic representatives, duly authorized thereto, of
the nations who shall have notified their acceptance, and upon
being so signed on behalf of not less than twenty of the
nations specified in Annex I this Constitution shall come into
force immediately.

4. Aeeeptanees the notification of which is received after
the entry into force of this Constitution shall become effective
upon receipt by the Interim Commissidn of the Organization.

Article XXII.-First Session of the Conference
The United Nations Interim Commission on Food and

Agriculture shall convene the first session of the Conference
to meet at a suitable date after the entry into foree of this
Constitution.
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Artide XXIII.-Lciaguages

Pending the adoption by the Conference of any rules
regarding languages, the business of the Conference shall be
transaeted in English.

Artide XXIY.-Temporcury Seat

The temporary seat of the Organization shall be at
Washington, unless the Conference should otherwise determine.

Article XXV.-First Finam,cial Year

The following exceptional arrangements shall apply in
respect of the financial year in which this Constitution comes
into. force:-

(a) The budget shall be the provisional budget set forth in
Annex II to this Constitution; and

(b) The amounts to be contributed by the Member nations
shall be in the proportions set forth in Annex II
to this Constitution:

Provided that each Member nation may deduet
therefrom the amount already contributed by it
toward the expenses of the Interim Commission.

Artide XXVI..-Dissokitio* of the Ilbterim Com'missiott,
On the opening of the first session of the Conference, the

United Nations Interim Commission on Food and Agriculture
shall be deemed to be dissolved and its records and other
property shall become the property of the Organization.

NATIONS ELIGIBLEANNEX I.-

Australia-

Belgium.
Bolivia.

Brazil.
Canada.

Chile.

China.
Colombia.
Costa Rica.

Cuba.
Czechoslovakia.

Denmark.

Dominican Republic.
Eeuador.

Egypt.
El Salvador.

Ethiopia.
France.
Greece.

Guatemala.

Haiti.

Honduras,
Iceland.

FOR ORIGINAL MEMBERSHIP

India.
Iran.

Iraq.
Liberia.

Luxembourg.
Mexico.

Netherlands.
New Zealand.

Nicaragua.
Norway.
Panama.

Paraguay.
Peru.

Philippine Commonwealth.
Poland.

Union of South Africa.

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
United Kingdom.
United States of America.
Uruguay.
Venezuela.

Yugoslavia.
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ANNEX II.-BUDGET FOR THE FIRST FINANCIAL YEAR

The provisional budget for the first financial year shall be a sum
of 2,500,000 United States dollars, the unspent balance of which shalI
constitute the nucleus of a capital fund.

This sum shall be contributed by the Member nations in the
following proportions:-

Per Cent.

Australia 3.33

Belgium . . .. 1.28

Bolivia . . .. ·29

Brazil . . .. 3·46

Canada .. . · 5·06
Chile .. .. 1.15

China .. 6.50
Colombia .. ·71

Costa Rica .. ·05

Cuba .. .71

Czechoslovakia . . 1·40

Denmark .. ·62

Dominican Republic .05

Ecuador .. .. ·05

Egypt .. 1·73

El Salvador .. ·05

Ethiopia .29

France .. .. 5.69

Greece .. .. ·38

Guatemala .. ·05

Haiti .. ·05

Honduras .. ·05

Iceland . . .. ·05

India .. .. 4.25

Iran ....

Iraq
Liberia

Luxembourg .. ..
Mexieo .. ..

Netherlands .. ..
New Zealand -

Nicaragua .. ..
Norway .- ··
Panama .. .-

Paraguay .. ..
Peru ....

Philippines ..
Poland
Union of South Africa
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics ..
United Kingdom . .
United States of America

Uruguay .- .-
Venezuela .. ..

Yligoslavia .- .-
Provision for new Members

Total

Done at Washington this day of ,
nineteen hundred and forty , in the English
language, in a single copy whieh will be deposited in the
archives of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations a.nd of which authenticated copies will be trans-
mitted by the Direetor-General to the Governments of the
nations enumerated in Annex I to this Constitution and of

Members admitted to the Organization by the Conference in
accordance with the provisions of Article II.

In witness whereof we have appended our signatures:

By Authority: E. V. PAUL, Government Printer, Wellington.-1944.
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