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4. Public Trustee to have charge of reserves, 18. Leases when confirmed may be surrendered'

with power of les.se or exchange. · for new leases.

5. Public Trustee may giant leases. 14. Settlement Reserves Trustee to consult ex

6. May order resurvey of any reserve, and adjust pert Natives in his dealings.
rent. 15. Interest of grantees and beneficiaries in re-

7. Agricultural leases may be granted for thirty serves to be ascertained, rent to be distri-

yea,rs. buted accordingly.
8. Agricultural leases heretofore granted may 16. Grantees and beneficiaries may appoint per-

be extended.  sons to receive their rents.
9. Leases made by ruling chiefs of hapu may  17. Public Trustee to retain rents for which therebe confirmed by Governor. Rent to be are no claimants.

paid to grantees.  18. Powers enlarged for determining as to sue-
10. Extended power of confirming leases. cession to deceased Natives, &c.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to define more clearly the Power of the Public Trustee Title.
under " The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act, 1881," and
otherwise to amend the said Act.

5 BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The West Coast Settlement Short Title.
Reserves Act 1881 Amendment Act, 1884." It shall be construed
and read together with " The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act,

10 1881," and the two said Acts may be cited together as " The West
Coast Settlement Reserves Acts, 1881-1884."

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,- Interpretation,

" Commissioner " means any Commissioner appointed, or
acting, under " The West Coast Settlement (North

16 Island) Act, 1880 "
" Confiscated territory " means the confiscated territory as

defined in " The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act,
1881 ";

" Reserve " means a reserve of land within the said confiscated
20 territory granted or set apart under " The West Coast

Settlement (North Island) Act, 1880 ·"
" Public Trustee " means the Public Trustee appointed under

" The Public Trust Oice Act, 1872," and *,herever the
Public Trustee ma,y under this Act give his consent to,

25 or join in any alienation or lease, means such PubZic
Trustee and the Board established 6¥ the Zast-mentioned
Act.
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2 West Coast Settlement -Reserres Act 1881 ..zilnendment.

" The said Act" means " The West · Coast Settlement Re-

serves Act, 1881," and includes " The : Tfcot Ci,ast Settle ·-
ment Reservcil Act 1881 Amendmcni Act, 1883,"-whieh
is repealed by this Act

Repeal. 3. All the words of the eighth section of " The West Coast 5
Settlement Resdrves' Act, 1881," followind after -the words " devolv-
ing upon the Public Trustee by this Act " are hereby repealed ; and
" The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act 1881 Amendment·Act,
1883," is also hereby repealed.

Public Trustee to 4. The Public Trustee shall have, and be deemed to have had 10
asee£s,wiBlpower from the date of the passing of the said Act, and shall exercise over
of lease or exchange. 811 reserves which come within or are placed under his jurisdiction

full powers of management and disposition, subject to the provisions
of the said Act and this Act ; and, subject to such provisions, and to
any; conditions, restrictions, or limitations attached to any such re- 15
serves, may exchange or lease such reserves in such manner as he,
in his discretion, shall think lit, with a view to the benefit of the
Natives to whom such reserves belong and the promotion of settle-
ment.

The consent of the Governor shall not be necessary to any 20
exchange or lease of any such reserve at any time made or to be made

- by the Public Trustee under the powers aforesaid, anything to the con-
trary contained in any grant of any such reserve notwithstanding.

Public Trustee may 5. The Public Trustee may, in his own name. execute ally lease
grant leases. under the said Act or this Act, and subject to the .pre visions thereoj 25

res.pectivety, and the same shall be valid and effectual against Her
Majesty and all persons whomsoever; and he may also, %#4*48.-ew*
Ramey accept the surrender of any such lease, or of any lease granted
previous to the passing of this Act, and may cancel the same respee-
tively. 30

May order resurvey 6. In any case where it is found that the land comprised in any
of any reserve, and lease granted or confirmed under the said Act or this Act has beenadjust rent.

incorrectly surveyed, the Public Trustee may cause such land to be
resurveyed by a duly authorized surveyor, and may adjust and deter-
mine the boundaries of such land, as by such fresh survey shall seem 35
fair and equitable.

In any such case the rent to be paid by the lessee in respect of
his lease, after resurvey, shall be an amount which shall bear to the
rent paid in respect of such lease before resurvey the same propor-
tion as the acreage in the lease after resurvey bears to such acreage 40
before resurvey.

Agricultural leases 7. Any lease for agricultural purposes to be granted under the
may be granted said Act may be for a term fixed so as to expire on the thirtieth day offor thirty years.

June which shall first ensue after the expiration of thirty years from
the date of the commencement of the term of the lease ; subject to 45
the payment of rent in respect of the lease for the time intervening
between entering into occupation and the commencement of the term,
and to such other covenants and conditions as the Public Trustee

may deem fair and equitable.
The Governor in Council, in and by any regulations to be 50

made as to the granting or issuing of such leases, may provide what
shall be the nature and extent of compensation for improvements (if -
ally) to be granted to the lessees under such leases, and under what
conditions and in what manner such compensation may be awarded
or withheld.

Y
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/1 I.

8.,Any leaae for agricultural purposes, heretofore granted under Agricultural leases
the said Act may be extended for:,a term fixed/so 48 to ekpire on the f@tong:Ze
thirtieth day of June which,shall jfirst 'en,sue,after the 6*piratibii of

. thirty years from the date of,the jommencemett 'of:subh lease, sub-
5 ject to such covenants.and conditions-as the Public Trustee'/inay

deem fair and equitable.
9. Where a lease of any land, being a reserve or FoH{Bn"of.» a Leases made by

reserve granted. under " The West Coast. Settlement, (North island) gbechaitmpu
Act, 1880," has been made by any Natives other than the grantees by Governor.

Rent to be paid to
10 0#-st*el*44 before the date of the .passing of the Raid «let, the grantees.

Governor in Council may confirm such lease for the term for which
it has been made, subject to the following conditions :-

(1.) That the Governor is satisfied by the report of any Com-
missioner that the lessors, at the time of making the

15 lease, were the leading chiefs of the tribe or hapu in-
terested in the land in question, and were entitled, in
accordance with Maori usage, to represent or were in
the habit of representing the tribe or hapu in such a
transaction ; and

20 (2.) That a correct plan of the land so leased has been made
and delineated on the lease by an authorized surveyor,
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner.

Every such conlirmation shall be final and conclusive ; but in any
such case the rent reserved by the lease confirmed as aforesaid shall,

25 from the date of such confirmation, be paid to the Public Trustee,
who shall distribute it to the persons to whom the land is granted,
subject to the provisions of the said Act and this Act.

In case any plan required by this section has to be made before the
lease can be confirmed, it shall be so made at the cost of the lessee.

30 10. Notwithstanding anything contained in section eighteen of Extended power of
the said Act, the Governor in Council may confirm any lease, Or confirming leases.

agreement to lease, such as is mentioned in the last preceding sec-
tion, which may have been granted prior to the passing of the said
Act, but subsequently to the passing of " The Confiscated Lands

35 Inquiry and Maori Prisoners' Trials Act, 1879 " but every such
confirmation shall be made in manner and subject to all the condi-
tions required in the last preceding section.

11. Notwithstanding that certain grants have been issued under Governor may
declare lands

section four of " The West Coast Settlement (North Island) Act, already granted to
40 1880," without previously reserving the lands comprised in such be reserves.

grants, as is required by the aforesaid section, the ·Governor in
Council may at any time and from time to time make and set apart
any of the lands described in such grants or reserves to be alienable,
and to be disposed of under the said Act and this Act, and may confirm

45 any leases of such lands which have been or may be issued by the
Public Trustee under the said Acts.

No grant of any reserve issued and purporting to be made under
the authority of " The West Coast Settlement (North Island) Act,
1880," shall be invalidated or in any way impugned by reason only

60 that the reserve so granted had not been previously made and set
apart in terms of such last-mentioned Act.

12. All awards of lands within the confiscated territory made Compensation
awards Heemed to

by the Compensation Court in favour of any Natives whose tribal or have merged in
grants subsequently
made.
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'Provide©hdwever, thitE th6109*thor ':fri.'fotitibil, orr beiNK
satisiled by the report df the Public Trustee- 10

(1.) That any Native entitled to lauri linder an award which has
become merged in a grant of lands to the tribe or hapu
whereof he is a member had, previous to the issue of the
grant, leased or agreed to lease the land so awarded to

15
him ;

(2.) That any such lease or agreement was made bond /Zde, and
that the terms thereof were fair and equitable to the
Native at the time of the making thereof;

May confirm any lease of such lands for the term for which it was
originally made, if a correct plan of the land so leased has been made 20
and delineated on the lease by an authorized surveyor to the satisfac-
tion of the Public Trustee ; or may direct the interests of such Native
lessor in the granted lands to be individnalized, and a subdivision
to be made of such lands equivalent to the interest of such Native
therein, and may diredt the Public Trustee to grant a lease thereof 25
as aforesaid, notwithstanding anything contained in section eleven of
the said Act.

13. The Public Trustee may accept from the' lessees surrender
of any lease confirmed by the Governor in Council under the said Act
or this Act, and in lieii of such leases may grant new leases of the 30
land comprised in tlie surrendered lease, at a rental to be cemputed
on the improved value of such land, on such terms, subject to the
said Act and this Act, and to all regulations made thereunder, aS may
be agreed upon between the Public Trustee, the Native owners of the
land, and the lessees. 35

14. It shall be the dlity of the West Coast Settlement Reserves
Trustee, so far as conveniently may be, in the exercise of the powers
given him under the said Act, to consult and obtain the assistance of
some Native or Natixes who sliall be best acquainted with the cir-
cumstances of any reserve which is being dealt with, and to act as 40
far as possible in accordance with tlie wishes of the Natives interested
in such reserve.

15. In order to determine the respective shares of the grantees
of or beneficiaries in any lands granted or reserved under the fourth
section of " The West Coast Settlement (North Island) Act, 1880," 45
whereof leases have been granted or confirmed under the provisions
of the said Act (ind this zict, aiid to facilitate the payment of rents
reserved by such leases to the several persons benelicially interested
therein, the Public Trustee shall direct the West Coast Settlement Re-
serves Trustee,who shall be assisted by a competent Native Assessor, to 50
inquire into and definitely settle the share of each grantee or person
entitled to participate in the rents of any lands so leased ; and the



West Coast Settlemeld Reserves Act 1881 Amendment. 5

several grantees or beneficiaries in such lands shall be bound by such
settlement.

The Public Trustee shall from time to time pay such proportion
of the rent acerued to each Grantee or beneficiary as by such settle-

5 went he or she shall be entitled to receive ; and, in case any Native
entitled to receive any rent or share of rent shall refuse to receive
the same, or be dead, absent, or not forthcoming, the Public Trustee
shall retain the share of rent due to such Native until it is duly
claimed, and in ease of death shall pay such share of the deceased

10 Native to the successor (if any) on production of a succession order
issued by any Commissioner or other person authorized by law ; and
no receipt for rent duly given under the provisions of this Act shall
be impugned.

..,

16. Any grantees of or beneficiaries in reserves adininistered Grantees and
beneficiaries may15 under the said Act and this Act, or any number of such grantees or appoint persons to

beneficiaries, whether or not of adult age or under coverture, by a receive their rents.
writing under his or their hand signed in the presence of the West
Coast Settlement Reserves Trustee, or of such other person as he
may appoint in that behalf, may appoint any one or more of such

20 grantees or beneficiaries, or tiny other person or persons, whether
Natives or not, to receive the share or shares of the rents due to
the person or persons making such appointment ; and the receipt
of the person or persons so appointed shall be a sufficient discharge
for the payinent of such share or shares as aforesaid.

25 17. In case there shall be at any time no Native entitled to the Public Trustee to
retain rents for

benefit of the rents or proceeds of any reserve or portion of a reserve which there are no
administered under the said Act and this Act, the Public Trustee claimants.
shall hold such rents or proceeds upon trust for such purposes as the
Governor in Council may direct.

30 18. The power conferred by the said Act on any Commissioner powers enla,rged for
determining as to

to investigate and decide the right of succession to any lands the succession to
property of deceased Natives within the confiscated territory shall deceased Natives,&c.

be held to have included and shall extend to and may be exercised
by the Commissioner or any other person appointed thereto by the

35 Gorernot· in respect of lands for which Crown grants have been executed
or issued before the date of such investigation and decision.
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