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10. On failure to pay workman may sue person
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12. Workman upon payment to sign a discharge.
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priority.
14. No payment in advance to be made for work

lInder construction.

15. Act not to affect other remedies or rary rights
between parties.

16. Repeal.
Schedule.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT for the better Securing of Workmen's Wageig. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

5 1. The Short Title of this Act is " The Workmen's Wages Act, Short Title.
1884."

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,- Interpretation.

" Workman " means and includes any artisan, lai)ourer, or
workrnan engaged on work or labour to be paid for by the

10 day or by the piece.
3. Any workman whose wages for work and labour remain unpaid Workmen suing

for twenty-four hours after the time at which they should have been obtain attachment
employer may

paid may apply to any Justice of the Peace for a summons cidling of moneys due to

upon the employer of such workman to appear before a Resident employer.

15 Magistrate to answer the demand ; and, at the same time or at any
time thereafter, any Justice, on being satisfied by the oath of the
w6rkman that the sum to be sued for is due by the workman's
employer, may grant leave to the workman to serve a notice of
attachment of moneys, specifying the sum sued for, upon any

20 · employer of such workman's employer.
Such notice shall be in the form or to the effect contained in

Form A of the Schedule hereto, and, upon service thereof by personal
delivery or by registered letter through the post upon any employer
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2 Workmen's Wages.

of the workman's employer, all moneys in the hands of such last-
mentioned persons respectively belonging to or due to the workman's
employer, or so much of such moneys as shall be stated in the notice,
shall be attached, and shall remain in the hands of the persons holding
the same until judgment be given in the case, unless the Resident 6
Magistrate in whose Court the case is to be heard shall otherwise
order on the application of any person served with any such notice.

Limitation of order. 4. No notice of attachment of moneys as aforesaid shall be
signed by any Justice of the Peace on behalf of any one workman-

(1.) For any amount exceeding sixty days' wages, no matter what 10
the amount of the demand may be, or whether such
demand be in respect of daily, weekly, or monthly wages;
nor

(2.) If the work in respect whereof the demand is made appears
to have been done upon a movable chattel of such a 15
description that it would be practicable for a workman to
have a lien thereon by retaining the same in his pos-
session.

On obtaining judg- 5. The workman, in the event of his obtaining judgment against
ment may obtain his employer for the full amount of the wages claimed, or for such 20
order for payment
of moneys attached. amount less any sum which ma* be proved to be due by the workman

to his employer, and not being forthwith paid, may obtain from the
Court, and serve· upon the persons upon whom he has previously
served any notice of attachment of moneys, an order for the payment
of his demand in the Form B in the Schedule hereto or to the 25
effect thereoi

Person served with 6. After service of such order and until a discharge for the
order to pay work- worlrman's demand, in the Form C in the Schedule hereto, is pro-man out of moneys
attached. duced, and a copy thereof is left with the person served as aforesaid,

such person shall satisfy the workman's demand out of the moneys 30
attached as aforesaid by paying to him, upon his application, the
amount of hi demand as it becomes due and payable ; but no such
payment shall be made to any workman under this section by any
person served with any order of payment as aforesaid until the
expiration of seven days after the service of such order upon him. 36

Demands of work- 7. All moneys attached as aforesaid shall be paid by the person
men to be paidccording to priority holding such moneys in priority according to the order of the service
of notice. of the notices attaching such moneys; but all notices served within

seven days of the first of such notices of attachment upon the same
person shall be deemed to be served simultaneously, for the purpose 40
of securing the equal distribution of the moneys attached amongst all
workmen serving such notices within the aforesaid seven days.

Notices served 8. All demands for wages of workmen who serve simultaneous
2Zft:Tetz:ul- notices as aforesaid shall rank equally among themselves, and shall
Uneous. be paid in full, subject, however, to the provisions of section thirteen, 46

unless the moneys attached in the hands of any person are insufficient
to meet them, in which cade,they shall abate in equal proportions
between themselves.

Person served with 9. Any person served with an order for payment of moneys under
21Yadbule lLY this Act shall not be,liable to make good any demand made upon.him 50
to workman's em- ' by any subsequent order' for payment of such demand to a gr6ater
ployer. extent than the sum which is in his hands due and owing at the

time of the service of such ·notice to the employer of the workman
st whose suit the demand is made.

,
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10. If the person served with notice of attachment and order On failure to pay
for payment shall fail to pay as aforesaid, the workman may sue for workman may sue·

person served
and recover in his own name the moneys attached, by any proceeding with notice.
which his employer might have taken had there been no attachment

5 under this Act, subject to ·any defence which would have been avail-
able against his employer in such proceeding, except a defence
founded on the act of the person served with notice of attachment of
moneys, after service upon him of such notice.

11. Upon satisfaction by any other means than as aforesaid of On satisfaction of

10 the whole or any part of the workman's demand mentioned in any demand attachment
of moneys to ceaseorder for payment under this Act, or on the setting aside of the to operate,

judgment in respect of which any such order is given, any attachment
of moneys effected under this Act in respect of such demand shall
cease to be operative in whole or in part, but without prejudice to any

15 bond jide payment or other dealing by the person served with an
order for payment in accordance with such order, previous to his
receiving notice and sufficient evidence of such satisfaction, or setting
aside of judgment.

And so far as inay be necessary to such payment or other dealing,
20 the said attachment and order for payment shall continue in force.

12. The workman shall, upon the request 'of the person paying Workman upon pay-
to him the demand specified in any order for payment under this Act, ** a
sign a discharge therefor, in the Form C in the Schedule hereto ; and
any workman refusing to sign a discharge as aforesaid, if tendered for

25 signature at the time of payment, shall be liable to pay to the person
so tendering a sum equal to the amount of the payment, which sum
shall be recoverable in a summary way before any one or more Justices
of the Peace.

18. Persons furnishing materials to any person for any work to Persons furnishing
materials for work30 be done shall be deemed to be workmen within the meaning of this to have same redress

Act, and the persons for whom such materials are furnished shall be as workmen.
deemed to be their employers for the purposes of this Act, so far as to
enable suchfirst-mentioned persons to avail themselves of the pro-
visions of this Act for the recovery of the debts due to them.

85 The provisions of this Act shall · apply and may be applied proviso as to
accordingly by or in respect to any persons furnishing materials for priority.
work, who shall be entitled to priority according to service of notices
as hereinbefore mentioned, with the special provision, however, that
notices of demands in respect of materials furnished served simulta-

40 neously with notices of demands of workmen claiming for work and
labour, shall rank equally together, but not until after such last-
named workmen have been paid not less than the amount of twenty-
one days' wages in full.

14. No person for whom any work is being done shall pay any No payment in
45 employer of workmen in advance or beforehand for any such work, for work under

advance to be made

unless such advance or beforehand-payment is applied towards the construction.
payment for material to be used in the work to be done.

15. Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to pre- Act not to ameob
judice any other remedy which a workman may have against his other remedies or

vary rights between
50 employer in respect of the debt due to him, or, save as expressly parties,

provided, to affect any right subsisting under any contract between
any employer of labour and the person employing him.

16. " The Contractors' Debts Act, 1871," is hereby repealed. Repeal.
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SCHEDULE.

FORM A,

NOTICE .oF ATTACHMENT OF MONEYS.

In the Court, District.

Between A.B., plaintiff, and O.D., defendant.
To E.F., of . I

ON the application of A.B., the plaintiff, you are hereby required to retain in
your hands until judgment in this case, or as the above-mentioned Court otherwise
orders, all moneys due or accruing due from you to the said C,D,, or if the same shall
exceed pounds, then pounds thereof.

Dated this day of , 18 . - M.N.,
Justice of the Peace.

FORM B.

ORDER FOR PAYMENT OF MONEY.

In the Court, District.

Between A.B., plaintiff, and C.D., defendant.
To E.F., of

TAKE notice that, having obtained a judgment in the above-named Court against
C.D., the defendant, for the sum of

pounds as wages for work and labour done [or for materials furnished for work], who has failed to pay me such wages,
you are hereby required, under " The Workmen's Wages Act, 1884," to pay me on
demand the aforesaid amount out of any moneys now due or from time to time
becoming due from you to the said C.D. ; and, on your failing so to do, you will be
liable to legal proceedings under the said Act, at my suit, to obtain payment.

As witness my hand this day of , 18

FORM C.

RECEIPT FOR MONEY AND DISCHARGE OF LIABILITY.

A.B.,
Workman.

I HEREBY acknowledge that the sum of pounds, due to me by C.D., for
which I obtained a judgment, dated the day of , 18 , under " The
Work:men's Wages Act, 1884," has been fully discharged.

As witness my hand this day of , 18 . ; A.B.,
Workman.

By Auihority: GEoRGE DIDSBURY, Government Printer, Wellington.-1884


