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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Thursday, the 11th day of August, 1881.

NOTICES RELATING TO ORDERS OF THE DAY.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BILL.

Mr. Towrz, in Committee, to move the followmg amendments :—

To strike out the expression “ Resident Magistrate,” wherever it
occurs in the Bill, and insert the words  District Judge” in lieu
thereof.

In clause 3, line 25. After the word *‘consent,” to insert the
words “in writing.”

In clause 8, line 33. After the word ° comsent,” to insert the
words “and on being satisfied that the applicant is of sufficient ability
to bring up the child, and that the interests of such child will be pro-
moted by the adoption.”

At the end of clause 3 to add,— :

¢ Provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to pro
hibit the adoption of any child by any person of good repute who is
forty years older than such child, subject, nevelthelcss, to the said
evidence and consent, and to the satisfaction of the District J udge in
manner aforesaid.”

Clause 4. To add the following words: ‘“and, except by husband
and Wlfe as herein, no child shall be adopted by more than one
person.’

In clause 5, line 5. After the word * eriminal ”’ to insert the words :
“and all advantages and benefits and other legal consequences of the
natural relation of parent and child.”

At the end of clause 6 to add,—

““ Nor be entitled to take property expressly limited to the heirs
of the body or bodies of the adopted parents, nor property from the
lineal or collateral kindred of such parents by right of representation ;
nor acquire any property vested or to become Vested in any child of
lawful wedlock of such adopted parent, in the case of intestacy of such
last-mentmned child, or otherwise than directly through such adopted

arent.”
. In clause 6, line 15. After the words * adopted child,” to insert
the words, ““and subject to all liabilities affecting such child.”

At the end of clause 6 to add,—

“ And such order shall thereby terminate all the rights and legal
responsibilities and incidents existing between the said child and his or
her natural parents, except the right of such child to take property as
heir or next of kin of his or her natural parents, directly or by right of
representation.”

In clause 7, line 17. After the word ¢ make,” to insert the words,
“and from time to time alter and revoke.”

In clause 7, line 20. After the word * prescribing,” to insert the
words, ““the mode of registering and keeping a proper register of all
such orders, and also for prescribing.”

In clause 7, line 20. To omit the word * thereof,” and insert the
words, “ of such procedure and registration.”

M.r ToLk, in Committee, to move the following new clauses, after clause 6 :—

7. Upon the application of the manager for the time being of any
institution established in connection with any religious denommatmn,
and not maintained by Government subsidy, who is desirous of adopt--
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ing any deserted child in connection with such institution, the District

Judge of the district wherein such institution is situated, on being

satisfied— ;
(1.) That such child is deserted, and of the same religious de-

nomination as that of the institution whose manager makes

the application ; and

(2.) That such institution is properly conducted, and is capable

of properly bringing up such child,

may make an order authorizing the manager for the time being to

adopt such child in connection with such institution, such child re-

taining his or her own name, and in no manner inheriting or succeeding

to any property, real or personal, or otherwise howsoever, of such

manager or institution.

8 Sections four, five, and siz shall in no way apply to the case of
any child adopted as in section seven of this Act, except as to th
determination on such order of all rights of natural parents, and as
the rights of such child to take property, as respectively stated in sec
tion six of this Act:

Provided such child shall be entitled to the support, maintenance
education, and advancement afforded by such institution, and all sue
other rights, benefits, privileges, and advantages appertaining thereto
and which it shall be the duty of the person or body managing o
controlling the said institution to provide.

LAND ACT 1877 AMENDMENT BILL.

Appendix E to the said Act is hereby repealed, and the followin
shall be substituted in lieu thereof :—

ArrENDIX E.
The Land District of Nelson.

BE 1T ENACTED that, within the Land District’ of Nelson,—

1. Notwithstanding anything contained in section one hundre
and twenty-one of this Aect, all rural lands, whether within or withou
mining districts, shall be open for sale or lease by application to th
Board, to be made in manner to be from time to time determined by
the Board, and such lands shall be divided into sections, subject to th
provisions of this Act, and be of such size as the Board may from tim
to time determine, and any section may at any time previous to
advertising for sale be altered or subdivided by the Board; but no
alteration shall take place between the time of advertising the same for
sale and the time of its being offered for sale by auction.

2. Rural land, except as is otherwise hereinafter provided, shal
be first offered for sale by public auction, and, if not sold, may be puf
up again to auction, or declared open for sale or leasing, after thirty
days’ notice, at a price to be assessed by the Land Board, being not
less than the upset price at which the same was offered for sale by
auction.

3. The upset price of rural land shall be from ten shillings to
forty shillings per acre, as may be fixed by the Board.

4. Noland shall basold unless the same shall have been previously
surveyed, and distinguished by appropriate numbers upon a plan to be
deposited and exhibited in the Principal Land Office.

5. It shall be lawful for the Board to allow any applicant for the
purchase of unsurveyed land to have such land surveyed at his own
expense, by a surveyor authorized by the Surveyor-General in that
behalf. The land may then, unless reserved or withdrawn from sale,
be put up to auction, and an allowance made to the purchaser for the
expense of the survey at the rate of five acres for every hundred acr
Should the land be reserved or withdrawn from sale, the applicant
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shall be paid the cost of the surv ey, such cost to be ascerfained and
hmi’sed (3 provided in the section next hereinafter contained.

. If the land so surveyed be purchased by any other person than
the original apﬁimﬂn’s, the pummsm‘ shall, in addition to the amount
bid for the same at the sale, i ay to the HReceiver of Land Revenus, to
be paid by him to the original applicant as the cost of the survey, such
sum not excecding one shilling & d sixpence per acre as may be
assessed by the Board; and, if ﬁ"e md so surveyed be not sold at
anction, the Board »fh h add a sum ﬁ mited and assessed as aforesaid
to the upset price of the land, and such sum shall be paid to the
original applicant if and when such land is sold. .

7. Rural land not open for sale under any of the preceding pro-
visions may be pur chased in such sections as the applicants may
describe and pomf out, subject to the provisions of this Act, at the
maximum price of two pounds per acre: Provided that whenever land
so purchased is beyond the limits of the surveys already executed or
about to be immediately executed, the expense of the survey thereof
shall be borne by the purchaser, who shall deposit the estimated cost
with the purchase-money.

8. Any person may apply for a lease of Crown land in accordance
with such regulations as may at the time be in force for the sale of
Crown lands in the provincial district, and, in the event of such appli-
cation for a lease being acceded to, shall be entitled to a lease thereof
for a term of fourteen years at an annual rental of ten pounds per
centum on the assessed value for sale, payable in advance ; and on the
due and ‘plmctuﬂ paymen‘t of such rent for the term of fourteen years,
and upon the due performance and observance of the covenants con-
tained or implied in such lease, he shall be entitled to & Crown grant
of such land: Provided always that no greater quantity of land “than
three hundred and twenty acres shall be so leased to any one person :
Provided also that the minimum price of such land shall not be less
than ten shillings per acre.

9. It shall be lawful for the lesses of any lands assessed under the
last preceding seection, and at the rental therein mentioned, to purchase
the fee-simple of the land comprised in such lease, at any time before
the expiration thereof, upon payi ng in one sum the balance of the
total amount of the fourteen years’ rental reserved in and by such
lease.

10. Any lessee under any previous Act for leasing Crown lands
in the Provineial District of Nelson may exchange his lease for a lease
under this Aect, on payment of the fees: Provided the leasehold does
not exceed three hundred and twenty acres; and the lessee under
any previous Act as aforesaid may purchase the freehold of his lease-
hold, at a price to be assessed by the Board, not being less than ten
shillings per acre, provided such 1easebo}d does LOt exceed three
hundred and twenty acres.

11. It shall be lawful for the Board to grant to any person an
occupation license for pastoral purposes of any Crown lands, of such
area and subject to such payment by the license and upon such other

“terms, as may be agreed upon by and between the Board and the

licensee: - Provided that any such license shall cease and be deter-
mined at any time, in respect of the whole or any portion of the land
over which it may have been granted, in the event of the whole or
such portion of the said land bemc’ reserved, leased, or sold by the
Board, or required for gold-mining purposes, and that without any
notice to that effect bemrf necessary  to be given to such licensee ; and

“the licensee shall not be entitled to compensation.

12. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this
Act, whenever any lands seb apart for a town or village shall be open
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for sale as town lands, if any of such lands so set apart shall have been
within a proclaimed gold field, and shall have, for a period of two
years preceding, been occupied under business license or other lawful
authority as a residence or business site, or shall have been so occeupied
for any less period than two years and improvements of the value of
fifty pounds at least have been made on such lund by the occupier,
then the Board may, if they shall think fif, sell such land to such
oceupier, without putting up the same to auction, at such price as
shall be fixed by the Board, not being less than at the rate of ten
pounds for forty perches of land.

MINERS PROSPECTING LICENSES AND MINING LEASES.

18. When it shall be reported to the Board that minerals of valu
exist in any Crown land, whether within or without mining districts
they may at their discretion grant to the informant or to any othe
person. applying for the same a prospecting license, giving to such
applicant for a term not exceeding twelve months the exclusive righ
to search for any or all minerals other than gold over such land, no
exceeding in quantity six hundred and forty acres, on the following
terms :—

(1.) The description of the land over which the license i
sought, and a sketch of the boundaries thereof, must b
lodged with the application.

(2.) A fee of one pound for the license, and a fee of one penny
per acre on all the land applied for, must be paid on
application being made for the license: Provided that, in
the event of a hcense being granted in respect of part onl
of the land applied for, a proportlonate part of the acreage
fee paid shall be returned to the applicant in respect o
the area over which the license shall not be granted.

14. The Board may, should it think fit, grant a renewal of any
prospecting license for any term not exceedm@ six months, on pay
ment of a fee of one pound by the lessee.

15. The holder of any prospecting license may, upon application
at any time during its currency, and on payment of the deposits and
fees hereinafter provided, obtain a mining lease of such portion, nof
exceeding two square miles, of the land comprised within the licen
as the Board may determine, on the terms and subject to the exceptio
hereinafter provided; and no mining lease of any land under licen
shall be granted to any other person than the licensee or his assig
‘during the currency of such license.

16. No transfer of a prospecting license or mineral lease shall
valid without the consent of the Land Board duly registered att
Land Office, and a memorandum thereof indorsed on the license
lease by the authority of the Board, and the fee of one pound paid f
such indorsement and registration. :

17. Any person applying for a lease of any Crown lands, for ¢ '
purpose of mining for any or all minerals other than gold, shall a
time of application deposit two shillings for every acre over which
application extends, for the survey of the land applied for.

18. The survey thereof shall be made with as little delay as mg
be by the Government ; buf, in case it shall not be practicable tom
such survey without crreat delay, the Board may, if it thinks fit, al
the applicant to employ at his own expense some surveyor approved
the Surveyor-General to make such survey, and in such case the ap
cant shall be entitled to a refund of the payment on account of sur
so soon as the plan is accepted by the Board.

19. A lease of land surveyed as aforesaid may be granted by
Board to such licensee or applicant as aforesaid, his executors, admi
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trators, or ass1gns, for the purpose of mmmg for any or all minerals
other than gold, on the following terms and conditions :—

(1.) The contents shall not exceed three hundred and twenty
acres.

{2.) The term shall be twenty-one years.

{3.) There shall be paid s reni of not less than sixpence per
acre for each of the two first years of the lease, and not
less than one shilling per acre for every subsequent year.

(4.) There shall be reserved such royalty as the Board may

’ determine, being not less than one fiftieth nor more than
one twenty-fifth of the minerals raised; and the value of
royalty on any sums paid in lien of foyalty for any one
year shall he deducted from the rent for such year, and
when the amount of royalty for one year shall equal or
exceed the rent for such year no rent shall be paid for
such yesr.

(5.) The right to mine for gold zhall be expressly reserved in
the lease.

{6.) The lease shall include only so much of the surface of the
land to which it refers as may be agreed between the Board
and the lessee.

(7.) The lease shall contain clauses for protecting the interests
of the Crown, for enabling the lessee to surrender the lease,
for granting free access, where necessary, over the Crown
lands to the lands or mines demised, and for reserving full
right of way over and through such lands or mines.

20. Provided that in every lease there shall be inserted such con-
ditions for s:,cakfme: the efficient working of the mines, and for the
payment of such rents and royalties in addition to the amounts above
specified, as the Board may think fit.

21. No land cﬁmprmed in any prospecting license or mining lease

shall be sold during the currency thereof; »and in every case where
the conditions of the mining lease have been iulﬁ;lled the lessee shall
be entitled to a renewal thereof for the same term at double the rents
and voyalties reserved in the original lease.

22. All objections to applications for mining leases, and all dis-,
putes arising with respeect to the houndaries of lands under such leases,
shall be decided by the Board.

23. Auriferous lands may not be leased under the foregoing pro-
visions, and the decision of the Board, whether land is aurlferous or

“ not, shall be conelusive,

24. If any applicant for an agricultural or mineral lease shall
withdraw his apphcatmn, or shall fail to sign and execute the counter-
part of his lease for the space of three calendar months after notice
shall have been given that the same is ready for signature, he shall
forfeit his right to such lease, as well as any deposit he shall have
paid at the time of making his application. Any such notice may be
delivered personally, or senf by post, addressed to the last known
place of abode or business of the applicant, or published in some
newspaper circulating in the distriet.



