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1n Cornnmttee, to :m.ove :::he 
aI'nendrnents: 

Ptice Code: JS 

}leu.1 To line 8 on page [!,, the foUkrNing clause: 

Ne11,,r l!lecd.01:1J, 
hereby an1ended by 
following sections: 

gubstituted-( l) The principal P1act is 
the 16, and 

~, 15. Defin.itio:rrt of child a1.Juse-~ For 
sectkms 'i 5A and ~ 5s this Act, the ten1n 
harmed (whether physically, emotionally, 
treated, abused, neglected, or deprived. 

"l 5A. Report:h11g of 1ehild 
that child or you:1g person 
abused rna,11 re]Dort the n1atter to a 

!.ik.ely to be, 
VVc,rker or a n1ern,ber 

~ d 

rche Police. 

"l 5B. "u""""'"""""'"""''•. neporthlLg 
.. section applies to any person vvho 

child 

A of the 
A Social ~vvorker: 
i1. :registered medical practitioner: 
A person registered or as a nurse under 

Nurses A.ct 19 'l : 
A school dental therapist: 
• 1- ' - • A psycno1og1st: 
A teacher employed L""1 a 

lTi\ea11jng of section 2 ( J. 11 

A probation. ofifice1c: ' 
l't rrieir1ber of the 

defi11·:ecl 
E1n~c~Io1v1i:~~1 

lt.. .; 

•,vithin the 

a Hcem:ecI hospital as 
the Hospit2Js 195 7: 
:social by a licensed 

11 of the Hospitals 

(e11act1'I1Lei1t or rule every 
the course o'r applies 



duties 
reasonabl.e 

th~:t person's occupation or 

'"(a) That any 
caused serious harm to 
abuse is 

"(b) That any chil.d is 
likely to cause harm 

report ff,atter to a Social 

In the case of a Social , make the report to 
another ,cir to a rnernber of the 

"(b) In case of a member of rnake the report 
to another 1nembe:r of the PoHce or to a 

' g,ri::)tILlOlS. 

1to be, abused, 
acting 2c cmmsellor 

1980, section 
or pursuant to a 

i\ct. ~ 

Ofl:ence·--Eve1y person cormnits an and is 

liable on surnmary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
being required secfaJn '! 5s of Act to report any 

matter to a or a 1nember Poli~.::e, faili, 
reasonable excuse, to comply that requireni.enL 

"15n, Nci civil liabilit'f{ failure 1l:o ,repo::rt-?fo 
is required by s:ecfam i 5B !.2i this itct to rnatter 

to a Social or a member the Police under 
civil liability in respecc of the failure 

com.ply that requi.rern.en:t" 
(2) Section 16 of the principal Act (as cuu,,,Eu,,a 

dus Act) is consequentiaUy 
expression l ' substituting 

' '151~. or 
(3) Section l 7 Act 

this 1Act) is hereby consequentiallv. 
' • _t .! 

expression 1 vvherever iJ occurs, 

se::tkm 6 of 

ea,ch case the ecpression "sectlim 15,c, or S·e,r:tioru 'J 
( 4) This secti,cm come force on the 1st 

EXPLAI•,JATORY NOTJE 
nnnno·,p,r1 iY1 order to reircLstate an.rd lin1itted. pro·visio21s 

reportinp of serious d:1ild form sim:il.2.r to thos•:': 
in Cituldre1Z Per~011ts, aD.d Theh· Fru:nilies Axnendn,ent Bill 

v,rhen it was originaHy h:: t1:e House last year, The SelecfL Corrunicte"" 
has deleted these but I still believe 0.ha£ so1r1e pro11isiom for 

reporl:ing are required and ,:herefore that this SOP ns necessary. 

T-Jt1is SiC•P; 
1. Reduces the list of those to repon child abuse to the 

limited Hst recommended i:n the Iviason 
Ddetes frorn Hst any group that is noit a profossionaI required to have 

had trairfrng and relevan.t to iC:entifvin:,? d1ik! abuse. 
3. Deletes who ~ou:T::l have had 
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4. Deletes the refrrence to young persons of I 4-1,5 years of age aml limits the 
rn2T1datory requir·ement to to victiras who are of pre· 

school age. 
the mm1cdatory requirernent Le report rm cii:-cumstances v,chere th,H 

abus,::: is likely to occur or continue icn the folure, 
6. Limits the mzndatory requiremenL to to abuse that has caused or 1:s 

to cause serious hann. 
a for a summc::r, offence and a fine where a pe1·son fails to 

in the lfrnited circumsta:nces J by the SOP. 
Provides that there cJ:n be no ci'1H · for failure 

9. those who obtain the infonnation or belief child abuse 
while acting as a cmmsellor under this and related Acts. 

10. Provides that references to a social worker ahvays refer to a social v,01·ker 
acting for the Children and Young Person:; Service. · 

Key in fayour of limited mandatcry reporting of serious child abuse 
in dude: 

l L It an obligation or1 with chi.ldn::n to 
report serious child abuse that is 
Children and Persons Service. 

12. Such a report need not lead to crim.L,al beiI'.ti2: laid or the brea'king 
of the farnily, but does ensure that the responsible 0 ar<c aware of 
alJ.eged abuse so tha~ th·ey c::rrli. in th.1: rnost appropr"iatr·~ and effective 

This sh.ared knmvledge mcreases tl:H: Ekd.ihood thn the child will 
be protected. 

f,1. 'The SOP is directed at ensuri:r,g tha~ childncn are .safer than they often are 
novv. 

15, The SOP resolves a dilermna for the person ,,,ho discovers 
serious abuse by rec1uiring them to it i:o the responsible agencies ,Nho can 
then share in developing the rnost .:tnd providing the 
resources so as best to protect the 
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