
David J Jones

After dipping into 
Rosalie Maggio's retent 

guide to non- 
distriminatory language, 

I guarantee you'll be 
more tareful about or at 

least more tonstious of 
the words you tboose.

□
F T E R  D IP P IN G  in to  
R o sa lie  M a g g io ’s recen t 
g u id e  to n o n - 
d is c r im in a to ry  

la n g u a g e , I g u a ra n te e  y o u ’ ll be 
m o re  c a re fu l ab o u t o r a t least 
m o re  co n sc io u s  o f  th e  w o rd s  yo u  
cho o se . A s M ag g io  p o in ts  o u t 
t im e  an d  t im e  a g a in , m a n y  w ords 
in c o m m o n  u sage  have  
u n d e rto n e s  o r o v erto n es o f  b ias , 
sex ism  a n d  d is c r im in a t io n  (in  the  
n a s ty  sen se  o f  th e  w o rd ).

N o n -se x is t  lan g u ag e  is b y  n o w  
re a so n ab ly  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d — the 
C o m m o n w e a lth  S ty le  m a n u a l, for 
e x am p le , d evo tes a c h ap te r  to the 
su b je c t ; m o st A u s tra lian  
p u b lish e rs , in c lu d in g  A L IA  Press, 
ad v o ca te  th e  use  o f  n o n -sex is t 
te rm in o lo g y ; an d  th e re  is a 
s izeab le  l ite ra tu re , to w h ic h  the 
p resen t w o rk  m akes a v a lu ab le  
c o n tr ib u tio n . The d ic t ion a ry  o f  
b ia s-free usage , p u b lish e d  b y  O ryx  
Press in  1 9 9 1 , c o n ta in s  
5 0 0 0  e n tr ie s  an d  su ggests  
1 5 0 0 0  a lte rn a t iv e s  w h ic h  are  
b ia s -free , g en d e r-fre e  or 
g e n d e r-fa ir . T o d a y ’s e n lig h te n e d  
w r ite r  w o u ld  be  aw are  o f  so m e o f  
the  n o n -p re fe rred  te rm s: ‘ jo c k e tte ’ 
(fo r a le m a le  jo ck ey , n o t lo r  an 
u n d e rg a rm e n t) , ‘ f ir e m a n ’ , 
‘ p o lic e m a n ’ , ‘ m a n p o w e r ’ an d  so 
o n . O th e rs , 1 su sp ec t, s t ill s lip  
th ro u gh  o nce  in a w h ile : w h en  
d id  y o u  last c a ll a ‘m a n h o le ’ a 
‘sew er co ver, u t i l i t y  access ho le , 
s tree t h o le , v en t h o le , ex it p o rt, 
u n d e rg ro u n d  se rv ice  access h o le , 
p eep h o le  o r, m y  fav o u r ite , ‘sew er 
v ie w e r ’? A n d  I d o n ’ t th in k  I can 
be p e rsu ad e d  to  g ive  up  d eu s ex 
m ach ina  on th e  rare  o ccas io n s 
w h en  I n eed  o ne .

T h e  c o m p ile r  fre e ly  ad m its  
th a t th e  re ad e r w ill  n o t ag ree  w ith  
e v e ry th in g  in  th is  b o o k : ‘ th ere  is 
im p erfe c t co n sen su s to d a y  on 
w h ic h  w o rd s a re  b ia sed  an d  on 
w h a t c o n s t itu te s  an  ad e q u a te  
su b s t itu te  for tho se  th a t  a r e . ’ I’ ll 
say  th e re  is. R ead  the  c o m p ile r ’s 
in tro d u c to ry  c h ap te rs  b efo re  yo u  
use th e  d ic t io n a ry : it p u ts  the 
w o rk  in to  p e rsp ec tiv e , an d  g ives 
v e ry  u sefu l g u id e lin e s . T h e  
d ic t io n a ry  seq u en ce  itse lf  is 
fa sc in a t in g  to b row se an d  h e lp fu l, 
in c id e n ta l ly , for A u s tra lian  
au th o rs  th in k in g  o f  w r it in g  for an  
A m eric an  a u d ie n c e  w ith o u t  
ra is in g  h ack le s . The d ict ion a ry  o f  
b ia s-free usage  b y  R o sa lie  M ag g io  
w as p u b lish e d  b y  O ryx  Press in  
1991 an d  costs U S $ 2 5 .0 0 . M y  
rev iew  c o p y  w as su p p lie d  b y  
Jam es  B e n n e tt  L ib ra ry  Serv ices . 
(ISB N  0 8 9 7 7 4  6 5 3  8)

Scientific sleuthing
J i l l  L am b ert an d  

P eter A  L am b ert h ave  n o w  
p ro d u c ed  a seco n d  e d it io n  o f  
th e ir  H ow to f i n d  in fo rm a tion  in  
s c ien ce  a n d  technology . In th e  five 
y ea rs  w h ic h  e lap sed  s in c e  the  
1 9 8 6  e d it io n , re so u rces h ave  
e x p en d e d , m e d ia  h ave  d iv e r s if ie d , 
an d  th e  L am b erts  a c c o rd in g ly  p ay  
m o re  a t te n tio n  to c o m p u te r ise d  
m a te r ia ls , r e w r it in g  th e  c h ap te r  
on  se a rc h in g  to tak e  a c c o u n t o f  
th in g s  lik e  C D -R O M . M o re  
a t te n tio n  is a lso  g iv e n  to  so ftw are  
p ack ag e s  for p erso n a l f ile s  an d  
in d exes . In te n d e d  for th e  
p ra c t is in g  sc ie n t is t  o r 
te c h n o lo g is t , th is  is a su c c in c t  an d  
re ad ab le  in t ro d u c to r y  tex t.
J i l l  L am b ert an d  
P e te r A  L a m b e r t ’s H ow  to f i n d  
in fo rm a tion  in s c ien ce  a n d  
te ch n o lo gy , seco n d  e d it io n , w as 
p u b lish e d  b y  B in g le y  in  1991 an d  
costs $ 1 7 .5 0 .  R ev iew  c o p y  
su p p lie d  b y  Ja m e s  B e n n e tt  
L ib ra ry  S erv ices .
(IS B N  0 8 5 1 5 7  4 6 9  6 )

Closing w ith the past
T h e  ran ge  o f  su b je c ts  ta ck le d  

a t the  F o ru m s on  A u s tra lian  
L ib ra ry  H is to ry  has c e r ta in ly  
b ro ad en e d  s in ce  th e  f irs t F o ru m  
at M o n ash  in  1 9 8 4 . T h e n  o u r  
em p h as is  w as on  th e  c o lo n ia l 
p e r io d , b u t th e  t im e -f ra m e  has 
s in ce  e x ten d ed  to em b rac e  even  
the  n ea r -p resen t . T h e  focus o f  
m a n y  re search ers has w id e n e d , 
an d  m o st n o w  p ay  m o re  th an  
p a ss in g  a t te n tio n  to the  
e co n o m ic , so c ia l an d  p o lit ic a l 
e n v iro n m e n ts  in  w h ic h  l ib ra r y  
an d  a rch iv es  d e v e lo p m en ts  h ave  
u n fo ld ed .

So  c o n tr ib u to rs  to  P eop lin g  a 
p ro fess ion , th e  p ap ers fro m  th e  
fo u rth  F o ru m  in  1 9 8 9 , ta ck le  
a rch iv is ts  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s , as w e ll as 
l ib ra r y  su p p lie rs  in  th e  1 8 5 0 s , 
so m e  N ew  Z e a lan d  as w e ll as 
so m e A u s tra lian  p io n ee rs , 
p u b lish in g  an d  o th e r  asp ects o f  
the  b o o k  trad e . L e ad in g  th em  o u t  
o f  th e  s ta r t in g  g a tes is B o yd  
R a y w a rd ’s k e y n o te  ad d ress , 
d ra w in g  on  h is in e v ita b le  love- 
h a te  re la t io n sh ip  w ith  the su b je c t  
o f  h is b io g ra p h ic a l s tu d y : P au l 
O tle t , fo u n d e r  o f  th e  
In te rn a t io n a l F e d e ra tio n  for 
D o c u m e n ta t io n  (IF D ). F e e lin g  
sm o th e red  an d  d o m in a te d  b y  
o n e ’s su b je c t , y e t  n e e d in g  to 
p e rs is t an d  b re a th e  life  in to  i t—  
m an y  re search ers  w il l  id e n t ify  
w ith  R a y w a rd ’s e x p er ien ce , as 
re la ted  in th is  v a lu a b le  an d  ►
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^  in fo rm a tiv e  p ap er.
M o st p apers in th e  p ro g ram  

d e a lt  lo o se ly  w ith  the  p e r io d  
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 5 0  an d  w ith  the  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f  in d iv id u a ls . O n e  
w ill n a tu ra l ly  d ip  in to  th e  p apers 
a c c o rd in g  to o n e 's  in te re s t , an d  
th e ir  su b s tan ce  v arie s  
c o n s id e rab ly , from  K eith  
D av iso n ’s p re lim in a ry  w o rk  on 
the B a lla ra t  M e c h a n ic s  In s t itu te  
to J im  C le a r y ’s v iv id  an d  
m e t ic u lo u s  an a ly s is  o f th e  careers 
o f  fou r v e ry  d iffe re n t p io n ee r  
w o m en  lib ra r ian s  a t th e  P u b lic  
L ib ra ry  o f  N ew  S o u th  W a le s .

M a ry  R o n n ie  p ro v id e s  a 
fa sc in a t in g  a c c o u n t o f  
W B  M c E w a n ’s life  an d  t im es as 
p u b lic  lib ra r ia n  in D u n e d in , 
in c lu d in g  th e  m ag ic  m o m e n t 
w h en  th e  1 'o w n  C le rk  tu rn e d  th e  
k e y  in  th e  d o o r , sw u n g  it  o pen  
an d  sa id  ‘T h e re  is the  L ib ra ry . For 
G o d 's  sake  te ll us w h a t  to do  w ith  
i t ! ’ R ich a rd  O v ere ll tak es us w e ll 
an d  tru ly  b ack  to c o lo n ia l t im es 
w ith  h is le n g th y  e x p o s it io n  o f  the  
re la t io n s  b etw een  the  M e lb o u rn e  
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  an d  o ne  o f  its e a r ly  
E n g lish  b o o k  su p p lie rs .

O th e r  p ap ers  th ro w  n ew  lig h t  
on a w id e  ran g e  of issues an d  
p eo p le  in  lib ra r ie s , a rch iv e s , 
p u b lish in g  an d  b o o k  se llin g . A n d  
as the  t it le  p ro m ise s , the  ro les of 
o u ts ta n d in g  in d iv id u a ls  do 
em erg e . A n d rew  F a b in y i an d  
Jo h n  M e tca lfe  in  S teven  
K afka riso s ’s p ap e r on  A u s tra lian  
lite ra tu re  (o r th e  la ck  o f  it) in 
A u stra lian  lib ra r ie s .

R ic h a rd  P e n n in g to n  an d  
C u m b ra e -S te w a r t  in  P eter 
B isk u p ’s d e sc r ip t io n  of the  
fa lte r in g  steps (n o t a ll of th em  
fo rw ard s) in  the  p re se rv a tio n  o f  
o ff ic ia l a rch iv es  in Q u e e n s la n d  
b etw een  the  w ars . S h a rm a n  an d  
M ac le an  in F ran k  U p w a rd ’s p ap er 
on  th e  d iv e rg e n t d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
a rch iv is ts  in the  1 9 5 0 s . A lex an d er 
M c C u b b in  an d  h is p re ca r io u s  
p u b lish in g  in C e c ily  C lo se ’s 
p ap e r . S ta n le y  S k ip p e r  an d  
R o b ert B ed fo rd , an d  th e ir  
a lte rn a t iv e  sch em es for 
lib ra r y  d e v e lo p m en t in 
S o u th  A u s tra lia , in 
M ic h ae l T a lb o t ’s 
c o n tr ib u tio n . T h e se  are 
v a lu ab le  in s ig h ts  in to  
so m e o f  the c h arac te rs  
w h o  have h e lp ed  sh ap e  the  
l ib ra ry , in fo rm a t io n  an d  
a rch iv es p ro fess io n .

As an  in te re s t in g  
c o u n te rp o in t  to R a y w a rd ’s 
m e th o d o lo g ic a l p ap er 
co m es John  T h o m p so n ’s

‘sn ap sh o t ’ o f  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  
o f  A u s tra lia 's  d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f  
the  l ib ra r y  p ro fess io n . T o  use 
R a y w a rd ’s re c ip e , o n e  m u st have  
in g re d ie n ts  (in  O d e t s  case , an  
a p p a re n t ly  g a rg a n tu a n  la rd e r) , b u t 
in  m a n y  lo ca l cases , T h o m p so n  
p o in ts  o u t, th e re  is a ‘p oo r reco rd  
o f  in d iv id u a ls  in  c a r in g  for th e ir  
p apers an d  e n s u r in g  th e ir  su rv iv a l 
as the  basis for fu tu re  re se a rc h ’ . It 
is c o m fo rt in g  to  k n o w  th a t the  
N L A  has for so m e  t im e  h ad  ex ­
lib ra r ian s  in  its s ig h ts , w ith  a fa ir  
m easu re  o f  su ccess .

P eop lin g  a p ro fe ss ion : pap ers  
f r o m  th e  fo u r th  F orum  on 
Australian L ibrary H istory:
M onash U niversity , 25  a n d  
2 6  S ep tem ber 1989, e d ite d  b y  
F ran k  U p w ard  an d  Je a n  P W h y te , 
w as p u b lish e d  b y  A n co ra  P ress in 
19 9 1 . C o p ie s  a re  a v a ila b le  from  
th e  G rad u a te  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
L ib ra r ian sh ip , A rch iv es  an d  
R eco rd s , M o n a sh  U n iv e r s ity , at 
$ 2 2 .0 0  p lu s $ 3 .0 0  p o stage .
(IS B N  0 8 6 8 6 2  0 1 4  9 
ISSN  1 0 3 6 -2 0 3 7 )

Key reads for kids
T w o  recen t p u b lic a t io n s  from  

R ed fern  L egal C e n t r e  P u b lish in g  
(R L C P ) focus o n  th e  law  as it 
a ffects ju v e n ile s . B o th  are  w r itte n  
in the  p la in es t  o f  p la in  F lng lish , 
a re  w e ll-o rg a n is e d  an d  th o ro u g h , 
an d  sh o u ld  be r e a d ily  acce ss ib le  to 
c h ild re n , th e ir  p a re n ts , teach ers 
an d  y o u th  w o rk ers . T h e  f irs t is 
the  seco n d  e d it io n  of Girls a n d  th e 
law , a n d  looks a t the  p ro b lem s 
w h ic h  g ir ls  m ay  e n c o u n te r  w ith  
the  law  in N ew  S o u th  W a le s , 
ta c k lin g  issues su ch  as ch ild  
w e lfa re  law , v io le n c e  in  the 
fa m ily , d e a lin g  w ith  th e  p o lice , 
sexu a l o ffences, sch o o l, le av in g  
h o m e, so c ia l s e c u r ity  an d  
h o u s in g . M u c h  o f  th e  b o o k  is in 
th e  fo rm  of q u e s tio n s  an d  
an sw ers , an d  a ll o f  it is h ig h ly  
re ad ab le  an d  n o n -te c h n ic a l. 
C o n ta c t  n u m b e rs  fo r fu rth e r
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a ss is tan ce  an d  ad v ice  are  
p ro v id e d . T h e re ’s no in d e x , b u t 
i t ’s not h a rd  to f in d  y o u r  w a y  
a ro u n d  it. Girls a n d  th e law : a 
p ra c t i c a l  g u id e  p rep a red  by
W o m e n ’s L ega l R eso u rce  C en tre  
an d  p u b lish e d  b y  R L C P  in 19 9 0 . 
It costs $ 1 1 .9 5 .
(IS B N  0 9 4 7 2 0 5  2 2  5).

K ids a n d  th e law , e d ite d  b y  
L yn n e  S p e n d e r , covers b o th  sexes 
an d  a ll s ta tes , an d  is a im ed  
p r im a r i ly  at p a re n ts , teach ers  an d  
y o u th  w o rk ers . T h e  sam e ran g e  o f  
to p ics  is co vered , b u t th e y  are  
d e a lt  w ith  in m o re  d ep th  an d  
w ith  case  s tu d ie s  to illu s tr a te  
so m e  p o in ts . C o n tra c ts  an d  d eb ts , 
d a m a g e  d o n e  b y  a c h ild , p a r t- t im e  
w o rk  an d  in co m e  tax , th e  r ig h ts  
o f  A b o r ig in a l c h ild re n , A u s tu d y , 
ta tto o in g , c a n in g — these  a re  ju s t  a 
few’ of the  h u n d re d s  o f  issues 
d isc u ssed . T h e re  is a go o d  in d ex , 
an d  th e  w h o le  is e n liv en ed  b y  
e rs tw h ile  inC ite  h e lp e r G o rd o n  
B a in ’s i llu s tr a t io n s . L yn n e  
S p e n d e r ’s Kids a n d  th e law  w as 
p u b lish e d  b y  R L C P  in 1991 an d  
costs $ 1 7 .9 5 .
(IS B N  0 9 4 7 2 0 5  16 0)

(Item s for rev iew  in  The 
S ou rce  sh o u ld  be sen t to D av id  

| Jo n e s  a t 31 W a rd  S tre e t , 
W il lo u g h b y , N S W  2 0 6 8 .)
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