
Library and Information 
Week in the West
L IW 2 0 0 2  got off to a great  start 

with our launch event  held  at the 

Constitutional C entre  o f W estern 

Australia. Fine w ine, de lic ious  food and 

fantastic c o m p a n y  ensured a w onderful 

night w as  had by all. O ur guest speaker, 

Verity Ja m e s  from  A B C  rad io , g a v e  a 

p a ss io n a te  and  enterta in ing  s p e ec h  

about the va lue  o f libraries and reading, 

and  w h y  she  loves  H arry Potter! A nd  

just w h en  w e  thought w e  cou ldn 't  pack 

any m ore excitem ent into the night, the 

special librarian o f  the y e a r  aw ard  w a s  
presented to Cheryl Hamill.

O ur sponsor Infovision ensured that 

the fo od  and drink kept us all in high 

spirits, w hich  carried over  into the rest 

o f the w eek .

Throughout the w e e k  libraries 

a cro ss  the State ce leb rated  in a multi­

tude of w ays . Events ranged from inter­

net training courses,  to arts and  crafts 

w ork sh ops,  to fam ily  fun days to guest 

speakers  on a variety of topics.

A  state-wide simultaneous storytime, 

b a se d  on the them e o f  'c h a n g e s ' ,  w a s  

a lso  held . Libraries se lected  their ow n

books based on an aspect  o f the theme, 

such as seasons  or g ro w in g  up.

The w e e k  c o n c lu d e d  with  a testi­

monial d inner for Kerry Smith. Kerry's 

fr iends and c o l l e a g u e s  g ath ered  to 

ce leb rate  her a w a rd  o f  a Fe l low ship  

of ALIA [see p a g e  2 9  for details] ,  A 

great time w a s  had by all as  m any  fond 

m em ories  and c lass ic  'Kerry '  m em ories  

w e re  shared.

Sa m a n th a  H u g h e s , L I W  c o -o rd in a to r ,

A L IA  W A F o ru m

Congratulations to Cheryl Hamill
WA Special Librarian of the Year

A  p a r t i c u l a r  h ig h l ig h t  o f  th e  W A  A u str a l ia n  L ibrary 

W e e k  L a u n ch  w a s  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  the w i n ­

ner  o f  th e  2 0 0 2  W A  S p e c ia l  L ibrar ian  o f  the Year

A w a rd .

J u d g in g  b y  th e  ro ar  o f  a p p r o v a l  w h e n  her n a m e  w a s  

a n n o u n c e d ,  C h e ry l  w a s  a p o p u la r  c h o i c e  for b e s to w a l  of 

the a w a rd .

C h ery l  has b e e n  an a c t iv e  a n d  lo n g  s ta n d in g  m e m b e r  

o f  both  th e  l ib ra ry  a n d  h e a lth  c o m m u n i t i e s  in W A , a nd  

c u r r e n t ly  h o ld s  the  p o s it io n  o f  l ib rarian  in c h a r g e  at the 

F rem an tle  H ospita l  a n d  H ealth  S e rv ic e .

T he  a w a r d  w a s  p re se n te d  b y  D e a n n e  Barrett, carry in g  

o u t  her  first o f f ic ia l  d u ty  as  a n e w l y  e l e c t e d  m e m b e r  o f  

the  A L IA  B o a rd  o f  D ire c to rs .  D e a n r ie  re fe rred  to a sp e c ts  

o f  C h e ry l 's  c a r e e r  w h ic h  h ad  co n tr ib u te d  to her re c e iv in g  

the  a w a rd :

' . . . f o r  her  lo n g  a n d  c o n s i s te n t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to A LIA ; 

for b e in g  instrum ental in fo u n d in g  th e  n e w  national  A LIA  

g r o u p  a n d  e -m a il  list for 'H e a l th  Libraries  A u stra l ia ' ,  and  

for her w i l l in g n e ss  to im part  k n o w le d g e ,  as  e v id e n c e d  by 

the p re se n ta t io n  o f  c o n f e r e n c e  p a p e r s  both  in l ib rary-re ­

lated s u b je c ts ,  a n d  a ls o  on  h er  c h o s e n  s u b je c t  sp e c ia l i ty  

o f  health . '

C h e r y l  r e c e iv e d  n u m e r o u s  p r iz e s  for her  efforts; both 

an  in d iv id u a l  a n d  a p e rp e tu a l  trophy, an e n o r m o u s  b u n ch  

o f  f lo w e r s  a n d  a c h e q u e  for $ 2 5 0 .

W h a t ’s  s o  s p e c ia l ?

G iv e n  a c h a n c e  to re f lect  on  her  a w a rd ,  C h e ry l  w rites:

It's a great honour to rece ive  this award. I really ap­
preciate being nom inated (by a form er m entoree) and 
even m ore, rece iv in g  the award. I've foun d  that an 
unexpected sp in-off has been the very com plim entary  
things peop le  have said, not ju st on the night, but in 
the w eeks that to llov/ed as new s spread. The cards 
and e-mails have been a great boost to my morale and 
self-esteem . A s a health librarian, I com e from a 'sub­
sp e c ie s ' o f  the broader know ledge and inform ation  
specialists group but there are many core values, skills, 
and qualities that unite us in all o f  the many sectors in 
w hich w e work as librarians. A terrific question I was

Cheryl Hamill accepts her flowers after being announced 
winner of the 2002 WA Special Librarian o f the Year Award

asked  in the in terv iew  process for this aw ard asked  
w here I saw  m yse lf in five years tim e. This is worth 
reflection  by a ll o f  us at any time. I have w orked  in 
one position for almost twenty years now  and I have 
not been driven particularly to change jo b s  as a goal, 
but I have always tried to stay fresh, open, and re flec­
tive in m y pro fessiona l practice . N o m atter w here I 
work, I hope  —  no plan! —  to avo id  negative patterns 
o f  thought, to look for opportunities to innovate, to 
exam ine the relevance o f what I do and be w illing  to 
ditch the ineffective, and to en jo y  the w orking rela­
tionships with som e wonderful co lleagues around the 
country, in short —  not so different from so many o f  
my colleagues who I see working in ju st this way. I feel 
specia l because o f this award and I think I'm lucky to 
work with many others who I think are specia l too.

So  o n c e  a g a in ,  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to C h e r y l  o n  w in n in g  
this  p rest ig io u s  a w a rd .  Her o n - g o in g  e fforts  h a v e  b e e n  an  

e x a m p l e  to all o f  th o se  involved  in the  l ibrary c o m m u n i t y  
in W A  a n d  w e  h o p e  that she  w il l  d i s p la y  her t ro ph y  a n d  
b o a s t  o f  her a c h ie v e m e n t s  with w e l l - d e s e r v e d  pride .

Lisa  K id d
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