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In m id -2 0 0 6 , liv in g  in W o llo n g o n g  N S W  and  fee ling  

g eo g rap h ica lly  iso lated , I started an  e -z in e  to keep in 

touch w ith  m y industry. B u z z  W ords  (A ll the 

B u zz  about C h ild re n 's  Books) 

is an e-z in e  o f about 8 0  pages, 

targeted at peo p le  in the ch ild re n 's  

book industry  (w rite rs , illu stra tors, 

ed itors and lib ra rians) e -m ailed  to 

subscribers on the first of each  m onth .

(Each  issue costs $ 3 .6 0 , or $ 4 4  per 

an nu m .)

T h e  co n te n t o f B u z z  W o rd s  is s im ila r  

to a hard  co p y  m a g a z in e . F irst, th e re  is 

a se c t io n  on g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 

w hat's happening  in the ch ild re n 's  book industry both 

in A u stra lia  and overseas. T h is  can  range from  stories 

about innovative titles (such as TTY L  by Lauren M yracle , 

to ld e n tire ly  in text m essages) to staff chang es in p u b lish ing  

houses. It depends on w hat's happ en ing .

I get a constant stream  of re v ie w  co p ie s  of books for ch ild ren  

and you ng  ad u lts , as w e ll as p ress re le a se s  ab out au tho r 

tours and other book events. A s a resu lt, B u z z  W ords  has a 

substantial section  devoted to re v ie w s , pu b lish ing  betw een 

3 0  and  4 0  bo ok re v ie w s  e a c h  is su e , w h ic h  m ust m ake  it 

one o f the biggest and  m ost in fo rm ative  re v ie w  outlets i 

A ustra lia !

A s m an y  of m y su b sc r ib e rs  a re  ch ild re n 's  au tho rs , both 

p u b lish e d  and  u n p u b lish e d , B u z z  W o rd s  fe a tu re s  n ew  

m arkets, opportun ities, com p etitions , aw ard s, w ritin g  courses 

and  w o rk sh o p s . I spend  m an y  h o u rs  se a rc h in g  fo r w rit in g  

o p p o rtu n it ie s , su b sc r ib e  to e v e ry  re le v a n t n e w s le tte r and  

m ag azin e , and re ly  on friends and co lleag ues in the industry 

to supp ly  m ateria l to help m y su b scr ib e rs . A s w e ll , I've  begun 

offering  com p etitions m yse lf, such  as the Kath leen  ju lia  Bates 

M e m o ria l W r it in g  C o m p e tit io n  fo r a short story su itab le  for 

read ers o f 7 to 10 ye a rs , w ith  p r iz e s  to ta llin g  $ 4 0 0 . Eve ry  

m onth  there  are  at least tw o  B u z z  W o rd s-in it ia te d  w rit in g  

co m p etitio ns o ffering  book p r iz e s ; as w e ll there  are  u su a lly  

book g iveaw ays .

B u z z  W ords  a lso  in form s su b scr ib e rs  o f up co m ing  festivals 

and con fe rences that feature ch ild re n 's  authors, illustrators 

and ed itors. Each  m onth there are at least three re levant 

a rt ic le s : on e  issue , fo r e x a m p le , o ffers a rt ic le s  on  an 

au tho r w o rk in g  in sch o o ls , book re v ie w in g  for young 

p eo p le , the A m e ric a n  c h ild re n 's  poet Jack  P re lu tsky , and  a 

very interesting p iece  about a n ew  w riter's exp e rience  of taking 

afternoon tea w ith  Robin  K le in  som e years ago.

Each  m onth, B u z z  W ords  in te rv iew s peo p le  in the ch ild ren 's 

book industry, som e from  overseas and som e lo ca l. To date, 

guest in te rv iew ees have inc lud ed  a teach er- lib ra rian , a C B C A  

e m p lo yee  and autho r, a ch ild re n 's  m ag az in e  ed itor, literary 

agents, a book p u b lic is t , a U K  poetry an tho log ist, pub lishers 

and ed itors. A  p u b lish in g  house is a lw ays pro filed  and there 

are at least tw o  in te rv iew s per issue w ith  a ch ild ren 's author 

and/or illustrator. These  have inc lud ed  M argaret W ild , B ill 

C o nd o n , M in i G o ss , Janette B raze l and Janeen B rian  -  to 

nam e just a hand fu l.

A  few  m onths ago I w as approached  by a w rite r w ith  an 

extensive  backg round  in lib ra riansh ip . Pau line D eeves 

asked if she cou ld  contribute a m onthly co lum n 

to B u zz  W ords ca lled  'From  the librarians' 

d e sk '. W h e n  I read her first 

co lu m n , I kn e w  B u z z  W ords 

had  a v a lu a b le  c o n tr ib u to r  

indeed! Not o n ly  w as Pauline's 

w ritin g  in fo rm ative , it w as also  

w itty  and m em orab le ! I've found 

out, for e xam p le , there are books 

that young peop le  refer to as 'vom it 

b o o ks '. T h ey 're  c a lle d  this because  

o f a p a r t ic u la r  paste  used in book 

co n stru c t io n . K id s w o n 't read 'vo m it 

books' b ecause  o f the sm ell!

F in a lly , B u z z  W o rd s  has a U se fu l 

B o o k s  a n d  W e b  s ite s  s e c t io n , 

L e t te rs  to  th e  E d ito r  a n d , 

o c c a s io n a l l y ,  C la s s i f ie d s ,  

su ch  as b o o k s  fo r s a le  o r 

fo rthcom ing  classes.

If yo u  w o u ld  lik e  to 

se e  a sa m p le  is su e , 

p le ase  co n tact m e at 

the e-m ail address

i l l
D ian n e  Bates'

d ib a tes@ en te rp ris in g w o rd s .co m .au . 

H er w ebs ite  is at h ttp ://w w w . 

e n te rp ris ing w o rd s .co m . 
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